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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

RCA JANUARY 18 GENERAL MEETING! 
VIDEO TELECONFERENCE WITH GAMA! 

& GREG BABCOCK’S JULY 2009 SOLAR EQLIPSE TRIP 

All are Welcome!  Monday January 18 
Social Gathering: 7 pm.  Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location:  OMSI Auditorium  

First Quarter Moon 
January 23 

Last Quarter Moon 
January 7 

New Moon 
January 14 

This month is a joint meeting with the Grupo de Astro-
nomos Mendocinos Aficionados (GAMA); our Sister 
Club; located in Mendoza, Argentina. Featuring live 
coverage from Mendoza on the big screen in the OMSI 
Auditorium.  

It will be their pleasure to share with RCA members an 
overview of GAMA activities during 2009. They will 
also share some comments about their 8th “Modified 
Messier Marathon for Southern Observers” to be cele-
brated in Uspallata Valley on February 12-14.  

“GAMA has a deep desire to enhance their relationships between astronomy groups in 
the northern and southern Hemispheres.” says Leo Cavagnaro. Leo is GAMA Liaison to 
RCA, VP of Observing, speaker at ALCON Portland 2007, and author of many south-

ern hemisphere astronomy articles in the Rosette Ga-
zette.  

http://www.rca-omsi.org/sister_clubs/gama.htm. 

Also guest speaker Greg Babcock will share experi-
ences from his recent solar eclipse trip.  
http://www.synrgistic.com/astro/astrogallery/eclipse2009/
eclipse2009-home.htm 

http://www.synrgistic.com/astro/astrogallery/eclipse2009/eclipse2009-home.htm
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Office Name Email 

President Sameer Ruiwale president@rosecityastronomers.org 

Past President Carol Huston pastprez@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Membership Ken Hose membership@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Observing/Star Parties Matt Vartanian  observing@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Community Affairs Dawn Willard community@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Communications Matt Brewster communications@rosecityastronomers.org 

Treasurer Larry Godsey treasurer@rosecityastronomers.org 

Secretary Duncan Kitchin secretary@rosecityastronomers.org 

Sales Director Larry Froberg sales@rosecityastronomers.org 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal editor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Media Director Diana Fredlund media@rosecityastronomers.org 

New Member Advisor Howard Knytych  newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 

Webmaster Larry Godsey webmaster@rosecityastronomers.org 

ALCOR, Historian Dale Fenske alcor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Library Director Jan Keiski library@rosecityastronomers.org 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde telescope@rosecityastronomers.org 

Observing Site Director David Nemo sitefund@rosecityastronomers.org 

IDA Liaison Dawn Nilson  ida@rosecityastronomers.org 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski omsi@rosecityastronomers.org 

Magazines Director Larry Godsey magazines@rosecityastronomers.org 

SIG Director Scott Kindt  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 

Youth Programs Director Jeannie London  youth@rosecityastronomers.org 

CLUB OFFICERS 

The Rose City Astronomers main-
tains a comprehensive club library 
of astronomy related articles, 
books, CDs and videos. These 
items can be borrowed by members 
through checkout at the general 
meetings for a period of one month 
with renewals available by phone or 
e-mail to the club library director, 
Jan Keiski.  

The RCA library is constantly growing through 
many donations and the purchase of new materi-
als. A listing of library materials (PDF format) can 
be found at the library web page:  

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/library.htm 

Jan Keiski  <library@rosecityastronomers.org> 
503-539-4566 

RCA LIBRARY 

 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & 
Telescope and Astronomy 
magazines. The RCA member 
rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one 
year or $65.95 for two years. 

The RCA member rate for Astronomy magazine 
is $34 for one year or $60 for two years. For 
more information go to the RCA web site index 
and click on any of the links for magazines. 
Larry Godsey, Treasurer, 503-675-5217, will be 
taking renewals and new subscriptions at the 
Magazine Table before General Meetings. 
Please make checks out to “RCA” and allow two 
months for your subscription to be renewed. 

RCA MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
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IGHTS IN JANUARY find the constel-
lation Gemini, the Heavenly Twins, 

occupying a position high in the southern 
sky. The shimmering stars of this zodiacal 
group lie below Auriga and to the east of 
Taurus, while the foot of the constellation is 
immersed in the pale glow of the winter 
Milky Way. In mythology, Gemini’s beloved 
stars Castor (the “Horseman”) and Pollux 
(the “Boxer”) are the sons of Leda, who was 
seduced by Zeus in the guise of a swan. 
Mariners from ancient times considered them 
patron saints, seeking their help in storms. 

Found within the ruling area of the Twins is 
an incomparable array of deep-sky splen-
dors. The hand-painted constellation card at 
upper right is a useful guide for learning 
more about the individual stars of Gemini. 
Published in London in 1825 and invented 
by a “woman of science,” it is part of a larger 
set known as Urania’s Mirror, after the 
Greek muse of astronomy. A beautiful color 
photograph of the region, taken by Philippe 
Durville, is displayed directly above. 

A once popular 2.4-inch-aperture (60-
millimeter) astronomical refractor with an 
uncommonly long focal length of 47.2-
inches was selected for taking an extended 
visual tour of Gemini’s celestial riches and in 
casual star hopping. This desirable telescope 

was made by Astro Optical 
Industries Co. Ltd. during the 
1960s and ’70s. It was listed in 
the company’s catalogues first 
as model R61 and then a few 
years later with minor mechani-
cal improvements as R61-D. 
The skilled designers in Japan 
maintained an unequivocally 
professional tone throughout its 
construction, producing a versa-
tile instrument with unusually 
good optical properties.  

According to the literature, this trendsetting 
telescope, superior in many aspects to those 
available in the current era, wields powers of 
up to 400x and has a light grasp over 73 
times that of the naked eye. The classic re-
fractor telescope was exported from Japan 
and then resold by SPI (Southern Precision 
Instrument Co.) of San Antonio, Texas, 
along with several other major and minor 
astronomical equipment distributors based in 
the United States and elsewhere.  

The universal department store Sears, Roe-
buck & Co. offered the telescope for a brief 
period of time—it was listed at $149.50 in 
their 1961 catalogue—but abandoned the 
professional model in favor of other small, 
more cheaper selling spotting scopes and 
refractors. Eventually sales from various 
sources totaled at least a thousand, but the 
exact number of telescopes manufactured is 
still a company secret. In today’s world, avid 

N 

Classic Telescopes 

 

Observing winter’s Gemini through a specialty refractor. 
By John W. Siple 

collectors are often willing to spend $600-
700 for a mint condition, gingerly used Astro 
Optical R61 or R61-D telescope.  

Astro’s upscale version R61-D equatorial 
telescope, a jewel of optical perfection, was 
charged with the responsibility of tracking 
down the constellation’s most famous heav-
enly treasures. An irresistible treat of Gem-
ini’s deep-sky and an obvious first target for 
the refractor is M35, a breathtaking open 
cluster of the 5th-magnitude that evokes 
exclamations of delight from stargazers. 
Users of small telescopes will count around 
75 to 100 stars, loosely scattered in an area 
of the sky the same size as the full Moon.  

Through the precise focus of the 2.4-inch 
telescope at 30x, one of Messier’s best ob-
jects displays overlapping wedges, looping 
festoons and chains of dazzling stars embed-
ded within a finer blaze of celestial mist. 
When the sky is dark and clear, keen-eyed 
observers seated at the controls of their R61-
D scopes should be able to pick out the faint 
globular glow of NGC 2158, a highly con-
centrated open cluster located just one half 
degree to the southwest of M35’s center.  

In the vintage glass at 46x, this neat little 
object, 5' in diameter, is visible as a spot of 
fuzzy light situated near an isolated clump of 
9th-magnitude stars. Those instruments hav-
ing apertures greater than about 10-inches 
resolve M35’s companion cluster into a 
compressed mass of minute stars, similar to 
that shown in the photograph at center by 
Nigel Sharp (NOAO/AURA/NSF). NGC 
2158 is relatively distant from us at 12,000 
light years, four times as far off in interga-
lactic space as its famous neighbor.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Classic Telescopes (Cont’d from page 3) 

The classic R61-D refractor telescope, made in Tokyo, Japan by Astro Optical Industries Co. Ltd., has graced many yearly catalogue advertisements. 
(left) An owner’s guide for the basic operation of the 60mm refractor was included with each telescope purchase. In this detailed 10-page instruction 
pamphlet published by Southern Precision Instrument Co., the R61-D instrument (and earlier R-61) is specifically described as their Model No. 527. 
(center) Two choices of equatorially mounted refractors appear on this page out of the 1970 catalogue. The larger 76mm model is another precision 
engineered instrument often found in the hands of serious collectors. (right) The R61-D telescope is priced at 68,000 yen in this circa 1975 Astro Optical 
promotional ad. Catalogue images are courtesy of Max Lattanzi. 

(Continued on page 5) 

The label from the first Astro Optical R61-D (stamped with a “Royal Tokyo” logo) off of the production 
line (top left) and the same telescope used for making detailed observations of Gemini’s deep-sky show-
pieces. Identifying marks indicate that this exclusive refractor, serial number 610001, has an aperture 
of 2.4-inches (D = 60mm) and a focal length just under four feet (f = 1200mm). Another publication that 
was available from Astro Optical in Japan (bottom left), this time their illustrated catalogue from 1968-
69. The R61-D, one of the company’s best astronomical and terrestrial telescopes, was discontinued in 
1980 after about two decades of successful sales. Valuable accessories include a Barlow lens for the 
doubling of powers, a porro or erecting prism, and a small set of high quality oculars. When not in use, 
the disassembled instrument is safely stored in its own long wooden chest (below). 
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Glorious Castor, shining at magnitude 1.9 
and almost as radiant as its brother star Pol-
lux, is one of the finest doubles that the win-
ter night sky has to offer. Through the Astro 
Optical 2.4-inch refractor at high power, 
Castor reveals its duplicity as a pair of 
gleaming white suns in close proximity to 
each other. Their current separation stands at 
4.5", which makes this duo an easy target for 
small telescopes. That value has been stead-
ily increasing toward a maximum distance of 
about 7", reached next in 2075. 

Another member of the starry clan is Castor 
C, a lesser 9th-magnitude orb found a gener-
ous 71" away to the south-southeast from the 
main pair. At 46x, the “Horseman’s” trio of 
flaming suns is elegantly framed at the center 
of the eyepiece field. All three stars have 
hidden components that are detectable only 
through advanced techniques, so Castor is 
really a six star system! 

A quick movement of the telescope on its 
axis to a point eleven degrees south of Castor 
has the observer staring directly at NGC 
2392, the Eskimo Nebula. This astounding 
8.3-magnitude planetary nebula, 20" in di-

U Geminorum, illustrated by scientist and 
acclaimed author William K. Hartmann, is 
shown at far left. During extreme flare-ups 
this dwarf nova can easily be detected 
through the R61-D refractor as a star of the 
9th-magnitude. However, when at its state of 
weakest energy U Geminorum is a dim 14th-
magnitude cinder accessible only in large 
backyard telescopes. 

Devotees of classic instrumentation and ac-
tive observers will find Astro Optical’s R61-
D model to their liking. Longtime collectors 
accustomed to intricate work by the old mas-
ters of telescope making can appreciate its 
sleek styling and great optics. As a specialty 
within a specialty, the much-admired Japa-
nese refractor brings into close visual contact 
many of Gemini’s deep-sky treasures. When 
next out on a cold winter’s night, remember 
that you are using a telescope originally de-
signed for astronomy’s elite.  

Classic Telescopes (Cont’d from page 4) 

Left to right: A finder chart for NGC 2392 (located roughly 2.5 degrees to the east-southeast of Delta Geminorum), Ron Stanley’s 7-inch Maksutov-
Cassegrain deep-sky image, and the Eskimo Nebula from Hubble courtesy of Andrew Fruchter (STScI) et al., WFPC2, HST, NASA. 

In this graphic represen-
tation of Castor prepared 
by astronomer Chris 
Butler, all six of the indi-
vidual components are 
shown. An inhabitant 
located on a planet orbit-
ing deep inside that star 
system would see a night 
sky similar to this one. 
The famous multiple star 
in Gemini lies at a dis-
tance of 52 light years.  

An 8th-magnitude field star lies just 99' 
away to the north, which helps as a guide 
when hunting for this planetary nebula. The 
Eskimo Nebula’s splendor is echoed best at 
171x, where it appears as a tiny, vibrant 
bluish-gray disk. Except for the enhanced 
color, Ron Stanley’s portrait of the Eskimo 
Nebula (shown above) simulates the view 
seen through most amateurs’ telescopes. 

U Geminorum, a cataclysmic variable star 
discovered by J.R. Hind in 1855, is one of 
the constellation’s most enigmatic objects. 
A star system continually on the knife edge 
of oblivion, it consists of a white dwarf (or 
hot blue subdwarf) and a cooler red subgiant 
in a rapid orbit. According to theorists, mass 
transfer causes an explosive buildup on the 
surface of the hotter star, forcing an out-
burst. Most of the time this is manifested as 
small, sometimes rapid variations in light.  

The stellar anomaly is presumably choking 
in a dense cloud of expelled matter as a re-
sult of its repeated violent outbursts over 
many millennia. A speculative rendition of 

ameter, is characterized by overlapping 
bright rings and dark patches, surrounding 
a noticeable 10.5-magnitude central star. Its 
distance is 3,800 light years.  
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The weather is often keeping us inside at this time of year.  
The only stars we get to see are those as we are dashing from 
the car to the house in the evenings.  For a few seconds we 
may glance up at Orion’s Belt or perhaps a bright planet 
through bitterly cold, but alluringly steady, clear skies.  You 
might briefly think about going inside and grabbing your tele-
scope and coming back out for a few minutes of observing, 
but then the choice between the bitter cold and the Siren’s 
song of the warmth of the house becomes clear as you retreat 
inside.  It’s frustrating, surely, but while amateur astronomy 
is a hobby that teaches patience and perseverance we don’t 
want to sit idly by all winter. 

Perhaps we should treat the winter months as an 
“opportunity”.  We could use these few months to explore our 
creativity, get our equipment finely tuned and ready, or even 
expand our horizons online by conducting real science for 
professional astronomers.  With that in mind, here are a few 
ideas for the winter months.  Maybe you’ll like to try a few.  
These could count as New Year’s Resolutions.  All count as 
fun! 

 Clean all of your eyepieces 
(http://www.televue.com/
engine/page.asp?ID=143) 

 Clean your telescope (http://
www.ehow.com/
how_10336_care-
telescope.html) ,  
 
(http://sctscopes.net/SCT_Tips/
Maintenance/
Cleaning_Your_Optics/
cleaning_your_optics.html) 

 Change the batteries in your Telrad, red light flashlights 
and other powered accessories. 

 Inventory all of your astronomy gear.  Take pictures of 
all of it for insurance purposes. 

 Organize your eyepiece case and / or make a new eye-
piece case  
(http://www.cloudynights.com/item.php?item_id=1090) 

 Image process all of those great shots that you’ve been 
meaning to get to (http://www.spacetelescope.org/
projects/fits_liberator/improc.html) 

 Accomplish real science on your home computer – help 
scientists classify galaxy types:   
( http://www.galaxyzoo.org/) 

 Build a model of the Cassini 
Spacecraft (or many others!) 
(http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/
scalemodels/) 

 Establish an “astronomy fun 
fund” for yourself and put $5/
week into it 

 Write a few letters to your town 
in favor of lighting control 
(http://www.darksky.org/) 

 Review the Astronomical League list of observing clubs.  
There are a few new ones you might like try.   
(http://www.astroleague.org/observing.html) 

 Repaint your old tele-
scope with a cool pattern 
(http://
www.cloudynights.com/
ubbthreads/showflat.php/
Cat/0/Board/classics/
Number/2294472/
page/0/view/collapsed/
sb/5/o/o/fpart/all) 

 Update your GoTo software on-line to the latest version 

 Build your own dobsonian telescope  
(http://www.backyardvoyager.com/dobplans.html) 

 Create a list of community outreach activities that you 
think your club might be able to do this year. 

 Sketch out what your 
backyard observatory 
will look like one day 
(http://
obs.nineplanets.org/obs/
obslist.html) 

 Survey your club mem-
bers about what was 
their best astronomy-related experience this past year.  
Try to have more of those this next year. 

 Make a glare shield for your telescope from black foam 
craft sheet (http://www.atoztelescopes.com/products/
dew_shield.asp) 

(Continued on page 9) 

A Winter Blast of Fun! 
By Tom Koonce 
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ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Wednesday, January 20th, 2010 , 7 PM.  
Topic:  To be determined 
Presented by: Also T.B.D. 
Place: Linus Pauling Complex,  
3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland. 
Email: cosmology-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 
www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm 

Astro-Imaging Special Interest Group  

The “AI-SIG” is about advancing the skills of beginner, inter-
mediate and advanced astro-imagers. We rely on the skills of 
our members to bring each other along as we image the beau-
tiful night sky and its many wonders. Whether you use a 
CCD, DSLR, point-and-shoot or film camera, members of 
this group can help you achieve better images with less effort 
and frustrations. Please join us as we learn together to pro-
duce “stellar” images!  

Next Meeting: Monday, January 11th, 2009, 6:30pm 
Beaverton Public Library   
In Conference Room 
12375 SW 5th St, Beaverton 

Science Special Interest Group (SCI-SIG)  

Next meetings are January 2nd and 30th at 3pm. Following 
the Telescope Workshop at Technical Marine Services. 
This group is for people who would like to advance their 
skills in astronomy beyond casual observing. Various projects 
that some group members are involved in include; variable 
and double star observing, occultations, photometry and as-
trometry. A science background is not required, however a 
curious mind does help. 

Location:  Technical Marine Service, Inc 
 6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/science.htm 

Tom Nathe  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturdays, Jan. 2 and 30, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 

For more information contact:  

Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 

Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

2010 Preliminary Star Party Schedule 
(Subject to change) 

For the most up to date star party information visit:  http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/sp_schedule.htm 

Dates Day of Week Event Location 

April 9 - 11 ............. Fri - Sun ................... RCA Dark Sky Camp Weekend .................. Camp Hancock 

May 15   ................. Sat ............................ Prineville Reservoir Star Party .................... Prineville, Oregon 

July 9 - 11 ............... Fri - Sun ................... Trout Lake Star Party Weekend .................. Trout Lake Washington 

July 10 - 14 ............. Sat - Wed ................. Golden State Star Party ............................... Adin, California 

July 15 - 18 ............. Thu - Sun ................. Mt Bachelor Star Party at SunRiver ............ Sunriver Oregon 

Aug 11  ................... Wed ......................... OMSI Perseid Meteor Shower Watch ......... Rooster Rock & Stub Stewart 

Aug 11 - 15 ............ Wed - Sun ................ Oregon Star Party ........................................ Indian Trail Spring, Oregon 

Aug 12 - 15 ............ Thu - Sun ................. Table Mountain Star Party .......................... Ellensburg Washington 

Sept 10 - 12 ............ Fri - Sun ................... RCA Dark Sky Camp Weekend .................. Camp Hancock 

Oct 7 - 9 ................. Thu - Sat .................. Mt Bachelor Star Party at Brothers ............. Brothers, Oregon 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. 

Attending:  Diane Fredlund, Larry Godsey, Ken Hose, Scott 
Kindt, Jan Keiski, Sameer Ruiwale, Greg Rohde, David Nemo, 
Margaret Campbell-McCrea, Dawn Willard. 

Non-voting attendees: Duncan Kincaid, Larry Froberg, Peter 
Abrahams 

Board Reports 

 Secretary’s Report:  Margaret Campbell reported that a 
quorum (10) was met with 10 voting members present.   

 Treasurer’s Report: Larry Godsey handed out the most 
current balance sheet and profit and loss sheet.  The RCA 
current assets are $19,367.85, the Site Fund assets are 
$19,558.30, for a total of $38,926.15. 

 Programming: Matt Brewster reported that Ken Crosswell 
will be our speaker in November, speaking on the lives of 
stars.  Matt, as usual, will do the advance publicity.   Ken 
Crosswell will have copies of his book for sale at the meet-
ing.  He can take only cash or checks, no cards. 

 Observing: No report. 

 Community Affairs: Dawn Willard reported that because of 
the weather, most October events were canceled.  We are 
scheduled to take part in the Keep Portland Weird event at 
the downtown Multnomah County Library in November.  
We will have a table up for solar viewing.  There is nothing 
else scheduled until February. 

 Media Director: Diana Fredlund reported that she contacted 
OPB’s Think Out Loud about having a program on light 
pollution, and had a positive result from the show.  We 
agreed to aim for the first of next year.  We need to put our 
application in about three weeks in advance.  Sameer Rui-
wale agreed to work on this project with Diane.  Greg will 
send her the name of someone from the Hillsboro Planning 
Commission for the show.  We suggested that she contact 
Dareth Murray, who used to be active in the regional IDA. 

 Membership: Ken Hose reported that we had 20 new mem-
bers in Oct., and 7 renewals.  We have 304 member fami-
lies.  There were 276 last year and 250 the year before.  
Last year our maximum number was 320.  Ken commented 
that we’re getting a lot of new members.  Also, 20% of our 
transactions are through PayPal.  We took in $586 in new 
member dues in October.   

 New Members: Howard Knytych was not in attendance for 
a report, but it was noted that the orientation in October 
went well.  There were 20 – 30 people in attendance.  There 
will be no new member orientation in December because of 
the potluck.  New member orientation will resume in Janu-
ary. 

 Sales: Margaret Campbell reported $187 in sales, $122.25 
in donations to the Site Fund in November. 

 Book Library: Jan Keiski reported that there will be a book 
sale in November. 

 Telescope Library: Greg Rohde reported that he has made a 
complete inventory of the telescopes by size and type, and 
will be selling off two 8” dobs.  He already has buyers.  He 
will be replacing them with 10” dobs - - a Hardin and a 
home built.  He has purchased another Coronado PST, with 
case, for $400, and is looking for a tripod for it, and for the 
PST that Dawn Willard uses for public star parties too.   

 IDA:  No report. 

 Magazine Subscriptions: Larry Godsey: nominal. 

 Webmaster: Larry Godsey reported that he has removed 65 
people from the Forum and broadcast list because they did 
not renew their dues.  28 members are not on either Forum 
or broadcast list (by choice).  Of the 304 members, 250 are 
on the broadcast list.  Of them, 100 have posted on the Fo-
rum at least once. 

 Site Committee: David Nemo: nominal. 

 Youth Director: Jean London reported through Margaret 
that six children attended last month, and that a total of 32 
kids have attended the kid’s program so far. 

 SIGs: Scott Kindt:  nominal. 

 Alcor: No report. 

 OMSI: Jan Keiski: nominal. 

 Sister Clubs: Jan Keiski: nominal.  Margaret will invite 
Greg Babcock to be a speaker in January. 

Old Business / Action Items 

 Mirror-making machine:  Greg Rohde reported that he has 
not contacted Steve Swayze about fixing the broken arm on 
the machine, or making the training video. 

 Stub Stewart parking bumpers tape project:  Greg Rohde 
reported that he hasn’t been out there because of the rain. 

 Article for the website on the refurbished 12.5” library 
scope: Diana Fredlund reported that she didn’t receive the 
email from Sameer.  

 Election Committee: Margaret Campbell reported that all 
positions have been filled, meaning that someone has vol-
unteered to run for each one of our Board positions.  There 
was some discussion about making the election process less 
lengthy, but still meet our by-law and 501©(3) obligations. 

 Stub Stewart SP impromptu star party notification process:  
There was a lengthy discussion regarding our relationship 
with Stub Stewart.  Greg will be out there this week taping 
the parking bumpers, and will try to talk to the supervisor, 
and Sameer will also make an appointment to talk to him. 

 Minor Catalogs Project:  Margaret Campbell reported that 
nothing has been done. 

 Raffles for star-party volunteers: Larry Godsey report that 
he talked to IRS about this and we cannot give volunteers 

(Continued on page 9) 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
November 2, 2009 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Margaret Campbell-McCrea 
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cash or cash-like items.  We can give up to $75 in gifts such 
as cups, plaques, etc.  An appreciation dinner is okay.  A 
raffle is okay if the prize is worth less than $75.  Larry 
spent some time informing us of new IRS laws regarding 
donations to non-profits.  He also reported that there will be 
a 501©(3) training meeting in January for board members 
of non-profit organization.  Larry will put information on 
the Board’s Forum for that.   

New Business 

 December Holiday Potluck: 

Potluck (rotation sequence):  Larry will send out the 
formula that we used for assigning food for the pot-
luck, which worked well last year, so we’d like to use 
it again.  Matt Brewster will get the honey-baked ham 
again, and pasta or bread with it.  There is some ques-
tion as to whether the food pan warmers will be work-
ing.     

Events:  There will be music by Howard Knytych, and 
a slide show that Jan creates on a CD.  Duncan Kitchin 
will add music to it. 

Swap meet:  This will be in the hallway, but for a lim-
ited time, so sellers will be able to eat. 

Awards:  We haven’t had a committee for awards this 
year.  Matt will talk to Carol Huston about what she 
knows about past awards and award eligibility 

 Next year’s star party schedule:  Sameer and Matt Varta-
nian have been emailing back and forth about it, along with 
Jim Todd and Larry Godsey.  The OMSI star party sched-
ule has been published.  We haven’t started on the  RCA 
schedule yet.  Sameer will talk to Matt Vartanian about this 
right away, and about Kah-Nee-Tah. 

 Camera equipment proposal: Matt Brewster will have a 
proposal for the Board’s review at the next several Board 
meetings.  It will come in three steps.  1.  Imaging w/o 
stacking, 2. Imaging/stacking 3.  Software and notebook.  
Duncan has already brought this up to the imaging club and 
they have discussed it but are not ready for a proposal yet.  
It is still in discussion. 

 Ken Hose was asked if a past member could be allowed to 
stay on the Forum and he would pay the dues when he had 
it.  The Board was not inclined to agree to this.  It costs us 
to carry people on the membership list, and it’s a security 
measure.  

 Greg proposed that the club produce a calendar out of our 
RCA images.  The cost is $3.55 each.  The consensus was 
that it is a very good idea, but it is too late for this year 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.   

To Do: 

1. Matt Brewster will do regular publicity regarding our No-
vember meeting.  Matt will talk to Carol Huston about 
where the awards committee was when it stopped meeting. 

2. Diane Fredlund will check to see if she’s been getting 
emails from Matt and Sameer.  She will write the article on 
the refurbishing of the 12.5” telescope. 

3. Sameer Ruiwale will work with Diane Fredlund on the 
Think Out Loud program.  He will make an appointment to 
speak to or meet with Dan, the supervisor at Stub Stewart, 
and will contact Matt Vartanian about next year’s star party 
schedule.   

4. Margaret will invite Greg Babcock to be our January 
speaker. 

5. Greg Rohde will send Diane the name of the Hillsboro 
Commissioner who might want to be on the Think Out 
Loud program.  He will speak to the supervisor at Stub 
Stewart when he goes out there to tape the parking bump-
ers. 

6. Larry Godsey will put information about the IRS training 
for non-profit organization board members on our board 
member pages.  Larry will also send out the formula we 
used for assigning potluck dishes to different sections of the 
alphabet, so we don’t get too many desserts and not enough 
vegetables. 

7. Duncan Kitchin will add music to Jan’s CD of photos for 
our holiday potluck entertainment. 

August Board Minutes  (Continued from page 8) 

 Listen to an astronomy related podcast on your 
computer (http://www.astronomycast.com/) 

 Write a letter to your state congressmen and sena-
tors in favor of the space program 

 Explore Google Moon and Google Mars 

 Make a cover for your tele-
scope when not in use 

I hope that you find this short list 
inspirational on the cold, dark, 
days of winter and that it prepares 
you for the upcoming warmer 
weather and “Messier Marathon” 
in March. 

Winter Fun  (Continued from page 6) 



Rose City Astronomers 
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 
1945 SE Water Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97214-3356  

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Plane-
tarium.  Occasionally the meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look us up at the RCA web site  
(http://www.rosecityastronomers.org). 

January 4 Monday RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 

January 8 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon Kell’s Noon 

January 11 Monday Astro Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm 

January 18 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 

January 20 Wednesday Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling Complex  7pm 

January 30 Saturday Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

January 30 Saturday Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 

February 2010 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

J a n u a ry  2 010  

February 1 Monday RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 

February 5 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon Kell’s Noon 

February 8 Monday Astro Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm 

February 15 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 

February 17 Wednesday Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling Complex  7pm 

February 27 Saturday Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

February 27 Saturday Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 


