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Image credits:  NASA, ESA, and the Hubble SM4 ERO Team.  
For more information vist:http://hubblesite.org/newscenter/archive/releases/2009/25/ 

t was a mission to once more 
push the boundaries of how 

deep in space and far back in 
time humanity can see. It was a 
flight to again upgrade what 
already may be the most signifi-
cant satellite ever launched. 
And, for the space shuttle, it was 
a final visit to a dear, old friend.   

The STS-125 mission returned 

the space shuttle to the Hubble 
Space Telescope for one last 
visit before the shuttle fleet re-
tires in 2010. Over 11 days and 
five spacewalks, the shuttle At-
lantis’ crew made repairs and 
upgrades to the telescope, leav-
ing it better than ever and ready 
for at least five more years of 
research. 

Greg Cermak is a software engi-
neer and technical trainer. He is 
a Solar System Ambassador for 
the NASA Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory (JPL) and teaches Astro-
biology at Washington State 
University, Vancouver. His in-
terests include technology, read-
ing, history, and bicycling. He is 
a frequent speaker at school, 
public, and industry events. 
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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

RCA OCTOBER 19 GENERAL MEETING 
Greg Cermak Presents 

“Hubble:  Back in Business and Better Than Ever” 

All are Welcome!  Monday October 19 
Social Gathering: 7 pm.  Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location:  OMSI Auditorium  

First Quarter Moon 
October 25 

http://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.spacetelescope.org/
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Office Name Email 

President Sameer Ruiwale president@rosecityastronomers.org 

Past President Carol Huston pastprez@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Membership Ken Hose membership@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Observing/Star Parties Matt Vartanian  observing@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Community Affairs Dawn Willard community@rosecityastronomers.org 

VP Communications Matt Brewster communications@rosecityastronomers.org 

Treasurer Larry Godsey treasurer@rosecityastronomers.org 

Secretary Margaret Campbell-McCrea secretary@rosecityastronomers.org 

Sales Director Margaret Campbell-McCrea sales@rosecityastronomers.org 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal editor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Media Director Diana Fredlund media@rosecityastronomers.org 

New Member Advisor Howard Knytych  newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 

Webmaster Larry Godsey webmaster@rosecityastronomers.org 

ALCOR, Historian Dale Fenske alcor@rosecityastronomers.org 

Library Director Jan Keiski library@rosecityastronomers.org 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde telescope@rosecityastronomers.org 

Observing Site Director David Nemo sitefund@rosecityastronomers.org 

IDA Liaison  ida@rosecityastronomers.org 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski omsi@rosecityastronomers.org 

Magazines Director Larry Godsey magazines@rosecityastronomers.org 

SIG Director  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 

Youth Programs Director Jeannie London  youth@rosecityastronomers.org 

CLUB OFFICERS 

The Rose City Astronomers main-
tains a comprehensive club library 
of astronomy related articles, 
books, CDs and videos. These 
items can be borrowed by members 
through checkout at the general 
meetings for a period of one month 
with renewals available by phone or 
e-mail to the club library director, 
Jan Keiski.  

The RCA library is constantly growing through 
many donations and the purchase of new materi-
als. A listing of library materials (PDF format) can 
be found at the library web page:  

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/library.htm 

Jan Keiski  <library@rosecityastronomers.org> 
503-539-4566 

RCA LIBRARY 

 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & 
Telescope and Astronomy 
magazines. The RCA member 
rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year 

or $65.95 for two years. The RCA member rate for 
Astronomy magazine is $34 for one year or $60 
for two years. For more information go to the RCA 
web site index and click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, Treasurer, 503-675-
5217, will be taking renewals and new 
subscriptions at the Magazine Table before 
General Meetings. Please make checks out to 
“RCA” and allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed. 

RCA MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
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T 
THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

Cassiopeia A 

here’s an article about little known and seldom 
observed supernova remnants (SNR’s) in issue 63 
of Amateur Astronomy (pages 17–19) that caught 
my attention before the OSP this year. It’s the 
fourth article in a series on the subject written by 
William Gates. Bill is a terrific observer but what 

really caught my attention was his report that he was able to 
observe a shard of the Cassiopeia A SNR as an relatively easy 
object in his 9.25 inch SCT equipped with an OIII filter. 
Wow! 

I’ve always had the impression that Cas A was essentially 
invisible at optical wavelengths to all but the largest optical 
telescopes and that only radio and infrared telescopes could 
get a good image of it. Checking Wikipedia I found a typical 
quote to that effect:   

“Cassiopeia A (Cas A) is a supernova remnant in the constel-
lation Cassiopeia and the brightest astronomical radio 
source in the sky… Despite its radio brilliance, however, it is 
extremely faint optically, and is only visible on long-exposure 
photographs.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassiopeia_A 

So the fact that Bill could see part of it with a 9.25 inch scope 
blew my mind, and Cas A instantly became my primary ob-
serving target for OSP this year.  

Even though I didn’t doubt Bill’s observation, the skeptical 
part of my brain kept wondering how such a think was possi-
ble – if it could be seen in such a modest size scope why was-
n’t the visibility of Cas A more well known? Perhaps no one 
else thought to check it out? I don’t know, but I was deter-
mined to have a look for myself to see what was really visi-
ble.  

I plotted where it should be on my Sky Atlas 2000 chart but 
then found that Cas A was already plotted in Uranometria. I 
also checked MegaStar but it’s not listed under any of its des-
ignations (3C 461 in the Third Cambridge Catalogue of Ra-
dio Sources and G111.7-2.1 in the Green Catalog of Super-
nova Remnants.) but I printed a chart of the area anyway. Cas 
A is fairly close to the bright open cluster M52 and the Bub-
ble Nebula, NGC 7635, so it looked to be a pretty easy star 
hop to the proper location. 

Around midnight on August 20th, with Cassiopeia approach-
ing the zenith I pointed my scope at M52. I quickly found 
NGC 7635 and spun the OIII filter into place and was sur-
prised at how excited I was - would I really see Cas A? One 
more look at Uranometria to confirm my star hop and I 
pushed off… 

It was immediately obvious at 105x and the OIII filter – and I 
had chills literally run up my spine. I moved the filter out and 

Cas A was nearly as obvious without it, and in fact it was 
more obvious than many NGC objects I’ve seen. How is it 
this thing didn’t end up with a NGC or IC number? Sure, I 
was using my 28 inch scope but remember that William 
Gates saw it with his 9.25 SCT and called it a pretty easy 
observation with an OIII filter. That implies that most every-
one could have seen Cas A from the OSP. 

My sketch shows what I saw, which is two medium size and 

somewhat elongated nebulae that 
touch each other with hints of fila-
mentary structure throughout. It 
looked equally good at 253X and 
408x with and without the OIII filter. 
The UHC filter gave pretty much the 
same view but showed more stars. 

Comparing my sketch with the DSS image shows 

that the orientations are about 70 degrees off, and because the 
red filter DSS image shows stars as different brightness’s 
than I saw them it makes matching the two images a little 
tricky. 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supernova_remnant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassiopeia_(constellation)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_radio_source
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_radio_source
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Cambridge_Catalogue_of_Radio_Sources
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Cambridge_Catalogue_of_Radio_Sources
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Green_Catalog_of_Supernova_Remnants&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Green_Catalog_of_Supernova_Remnants&action=edit&redlink=1
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Look on the left center of my sketch for the triple star and 
then look at the DSS image for the same triple star – only it 
looks like an equal brightness double with a fainter third 
companion in the upper left center of the photo. Or look at the 
small, rotated version of my sketch to the right that matches 
the orientation of the DSS image.  

It looks like I didn’t draw Cas A in the correct orientation to 
the field stars though, but that might not be the case – the two 
brightest areas shown in the DSS image have approximately 
the same angle to each other. I’ll check this next time I ob-
serve. 

I also saw the smaller, fainter portion on the left in the DSS 
image as the larger and brighter of the two. That was true 
with and without filters. Despite my best efforts I didn’t de-
tect any other parts of the Cas A bubble.  

Like most things seen through a scope it wasn’t all that com-
pelling a sight based solely on what it looked like. Knowing 
that it’s part of the expanding debris shell of the second most 
recent Milky Way supernova (G1.9+0.3A in Sagittarius is the 
youngest SNR in the Milky Way at only about 140 years old, 
while Cas A is about 329 to 342 years old) and the brightest 
radio source in the sky outside of the solar system made it 
one of the most memorable sights I’ve ever seen.  

No doubt that’s because I thought it was an exotic radio ob-
ject forever out of reach and I suspect few people have seen it 
for the same reason. However, a quick search through DSS 
images bought up the view above. My experience has been 
that if an object shows up well in a DSS image it can often be 
seen visually. 

The HST image (below left) shows more optical detail than 
the DSS image of course, and the composite of the Hubble 
with images from Chandra in X-rays and Spitzer in infrared 
(on the right) fills out the complete shell of the expanding 
SNR.  

There’s a cool time lapse video of eight years of Chandra 
images posted on YouTube that wonderfully shows the ex-
pansion of the SNR.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VunToqmW9so 

Back at OSP, the sky darkness and transparency at the time of 
my observation was only so-so by OSP standards (21.48 
SQM) so I’ll bet there’s more to see in Cas A. Actually, I 
noticed the transparency and sky darkness were sub par all 
summer starting at the Golden State Star Party in June.  

Those who went after the OSP observing list “Satan’s Sam-
pler” know how impossibly faint the two Palomar globulars 
were to see and I noticed a general decrease in low level de-
tail in many objects, particularly M33. 

My guess is that the volcanic eruptions this past spring of Mt. 
Redoubt and Sarychev Peak added a significant amount of 
aerosols and volcanic dust to the upper atmosphere like Mt. 
Pinatubo did in 1991. If that’s the case we may have reduced 
transparency until next year. The transparency was made 
worse at the OSP by other particulates in the atmosphere as 
shown by the remarkably increased sky glow from Prineville, 
Bend and Redmond on the western horizon. 

No matter, Cas A will still be there when the skies clear out. 
It’s circumpolar and visible all year with it being highest in 
the evening sky August through December. October is prime 
time with Cassiopeia near the zenith before midnight.  

If you star hop, don’t forget to linger on M52 and the Bubble 
Nebula for awhile, both are worth some eyepiece time. The 
bubble responds well to the OIII and UHC filters but I find 
the main arc of the bubble to be more subtle than Cas A. 

The coordinates of Cas A for those with goto scopes are 
Right Ascension 23h 23m 26s, Declination +58° 48’. 

The Observer’s Corner (Continued from page 3) 
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On Breezy Hill west of Springfield, Vermont the tradition of 
the star party is both ancient and vigorous in the form of 
“Stellafane”, the oldest organized star party in the country.  
The event is operated by the Springfield Telescope Makers, 
an equally old and storied club.  As the name might suggest, 
the club and star party are heavily oriented toward the making 
and testing of telescopes, although there is certainly a com-
mon enjoyment of observing and even a handful of astro-
photographers. 

Vermont is geographically far from Oregon (about 3000 
miles), but not so different.  I grew up in the Burlington, Ver-
mont area and think of Oregon as “Vermont on steroids” - 
both have lots of rivers, trees and mountains, they're all just 
bigger in Oregon.  Unfortunately, I didn't get into astronomy 
until well after I moved to the west coast.  Another connec-
tion I have to Stellafane is that it largely exists because of the 
prevalence of mechanical engineers and machinists in the 
Springfield area beginning in the late 19th century and con-
tinuing into the late 20th century, one of whom was my fa-
ther.  He worked at Jones and Lamson, a leading manufac-
turer of precision machining equipment, from 1940 to 1947, 
starting as a work co-op student.  In 1920 the president of 
J&L was James Hartness, who also served as Governor of 
Vermont from 1921-22.  Hartness had the idea of testing the 
accuracy of machined threads by optically comparing them to 
a known good sample.  He hired explorer and inventor Rus-
sell Porter to work on the idea of optical comparison.  Both 
men were interested in astronomy and Hartness was fully 
supportive of Porter's idea of starting a club to explore and 
promote the development of amateur-made telescopes. 

At that time only the very wealthy could purchase a telescope 
and few people possessed either the knowledge or skills to 
make their own.  Porter could provide the knowledge and the 
employees of J&L definitely had the skills (and access to the 
precision tools) to make it possible.  In 1920 15 employees of 

J&L, including one woman, signed up to learn how to make 
telescopes and in 1923 the Springfield Telescope Makers held 
their first meeting. 

In 1925 Albert Ingalls of Scientific American magazine vis-
ited Springfield and  wrote 2 articles on telescope making 
with input from Porter.  The magazine was overwhelmed by 
the letters and inquiries that followed.  For the next year the 
magazine was dominated by astronomy and telescope arti-
cles. 

In 1926 the club held the first Stellafane convention, becom-
ing the first such event ever devoted to amateur telescope 
making.  In fact, with the arguable exception of the Riverside 
Telescope Makers Conference, Stellafane is still the only star 
party in the country devoted to ATM.  The name is a contrac-
tion of “stellar fane”, Latin for “shrine to the stars”.  The con-
vention was not held some years during World War II, but 
has been held every year since 1954.  The 2009 Stellafane 
convention is the 74th  Typical attendance is about 1,000 
people, although it has been down somewhat this year and 
last, presumably because of economic conditions and the high 
cost of transportation.   

The history of Stellafane probably has some influence on the 
personality of the event, but in comparison to our Oregon Star 
Party the difference is more due to the focus on ATM and the 
geography.  The Springfield club owns the 70 acre site, which 
has been developed with a lot of facilities, including a club 
house, bunk house, several observatories and a large pavilion 
where technical talks are presented.  The original 2 acre site, 
where the clubhouse is located, was donated to the club by 
Porter.  This was expanded to 30 acres when the club pur-
chased adjacent land and another 40 acres were donated by 
club member Hardy Beardsley.   

 

STELLAFANE 
By Greg Marshall 

One of several observing fields, with observatory. 

(Continued on page 6) 

John (Jack) David Heinzmann's SCT is modified for use from a wheelchair.  
The eyepiece is "polar aligned" along with the RA axis, so you can point the 
scope anywhere without changing the observer's position. 
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The site is also unlike OSP in that it is basically in the woods 
with several large openings for observing fields.  People 
camp close to the trees, leaving the fields largely free of vehi-
cles.  The site is only a few miles from town, so many people 
actually stay in hotels rather than camping at the site.  One 
observing field, near the clubhouse, is closed to night traffic 
so as not to disturb late night observers and astro-
photographers.  In the other areas they try to keep traffic 
away from the observing fields, but it is less than ideal for 
serious observers.  I was there only Saturday, the last night of 
the event, and there were a lot of “civilians” on the field, so 
there was even less attention paid to light etiquette.  

Because the club promotes amateur telescope making, com-
mercial telescope vendors are banned, although there is an 
active swap meet for used equipment. 

Naturally, a big part of Stellafane is the competition for tele-
scope design and construction.  There are two competitions, 
mechanical and optical.  Gerry Logan of Lakewood, CA 
dominated the competition this year, taking 1st place in 
craftsmanship, mechanical design, and optical design 
(compound optics category) for his 6” f/15 Maksutov and 
equatorial mount.  He was also received an award for innova-
tive component design for his eyepiece adapter and counter-
weight.  Douglas Arion of Pleasant Prairie, WI also did very 
well with his 10” f/6.1 newtonian and ball mount, taking 2nd 
place in optical design, 3rd in craftsmanship and 4th in me-
chanical design.  He also received received an innovative 
component award for his single-screw diagonal adjustment.  
And Steven Pellarin of LaSalle, Ontario took 2nd place in 
both mechanical design and craftsmanship for his beautiful 
28” f/3.164 dobsonian (see photo).  That's a very fast mirror – 
I wish I had gotten a look through this scope at night. 

I saw a lot of interesting and unique telescope designs, rang-
ing from very small and inexpensive (less than $100 of mate-
rials) to 28” truss Dobsonians with beautifully machined 
metal parts.  But the one that most intrigued me was not one 
of the latest designs, but a very old one, the Porter Turret 
Telescope, which is located near the clubhouse.  There is a 
similar telescope at the Hartness House (in Springfield), but 
that one is a refractor, which makes it somewhat more ordi-
nary.  In both cases the idea is to keep the observer inside a 
building while the telescope is outside.  A half dome turns 
around the RA axis on a turret.  For the refractor design the 
telescope tube then swivels in declination and a diagonal 
brings the image into the dome.  In the Porter reflecting tele-
scope the primary mirror is held at the far end of an open 
truss system and it is sometimes below the pivot point.  The 
dome is built on a small hillside with a trench cut on the low 
side to provide clearance for the mirror assembly.  But the 
primary mirror does not point toward the target as it does in a 
conventional Newtonian reflector.  Instead, a diagonal flat 
mirror (with minor axis of the same size as the primary) is 
placed at the center of the truss, just outside the dome.  This 
mirror can be rotated 360 degrees from inside the dome and 
has a hole in the center to let the focused image into the 
dome.  That is, the diagonal mirror rotates in the declination 
axis and the whole assembly rotates in right ascension.  Aside 
from the hole in the diagonal the path is unobstructed except 

Stellafane (Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Steven Pellarin's 28" f/3.164 dob took 2nd place in  
mechanical design.  

Jay Scheuerle's 4.5" ball mount dob costs about $90 to 
make.  
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when the flat mirror is pointed at one of the trusses.  I esti-
mate that the obstruction in this case is about 25%, but in 
many cases it can be completely avoided by flipping to the 
other side of the dome in RA and 180 degrees in DEC.  Since 
the truss has 3 beams at 120 degree separation, a target that is 
obstructed on one side is guaranteed to be unobstructed on 
the other. 

In addition to being an avid astronomer and inventor, Porter 
was an adventurer and artist.  On one of his expeditions he 
was stranded in the arctic region for nearly two years and he 
often expressed an aversion to cold weather thereafter, so the 
turret telescope provided an ideal solution. 

Getting back to Stellafane, the keynote speaker at the 2009 
convention was astronaut Alan Bean, who gave a very inter-
esting presentation on the lunar missions and his later transi-
tion from astronaut to artist.  A common theme in his paint-
ings is to depict things that he and other astronauts wished 
they had done on the moon, but didn't.  For example, one of 
his colleagues said that he wished he had scratched his 
daughter's name in the lunar soil, so Bean painted the scene 
with the name clearly visible. 

One of the nicest moments in my visit was when Miranda 
Walsh, a young lady who looked to be about 9 years old, was 
presented with a small, handmade wooden telescope auto-
graphed by Alan Bean.  The scope was the prize for the youth 

horseshoe competition and she also participated in its assem-
bly. 

Many other prizes were awarded for such things as the person 
who came the greatest distance to attend Stellafane (I wasn't 
even close – the winner was from Germany).  Another prize 
went to the oldest attendee, who was 90 years old and also 
won the prize for the longest record of attendance, having 
been at every convention since 1938! 

Before heading home on Sunday I stopped at the Hartness-
Porter Museum of Amateur Telescope Making.  The museum 
is located in (more precisely, under) Hartness House, the for-
mer home of James Hartness, now operated as an inn.  The 
museum is open to the public only during the Stellafane con-
vention.  Hartness constructed a tunnel from the basement of 
his home out to his observatory, which is built around a turret 
telescope, like the one built by Porter, except that this one is a 
refractor.  Since the turret design places the observer inside 
the structure, one need never be exposed to the elements to 
practice astronomy with this setup.  Having survived 35 years 
of long, cold winters in Vermont, I can definitely appreciate 
the merits of this design. 

Thinking back on my trip, I conclude that Stellafane is cer-
tainly not the best star party for serious observing or imaging, 
it is well worth a visit for all the other reasons we go to star 
parties.  If you are interested in telescope making, you should 
make an effort to attend at least once.  And if you are also 
interested in the history of amateur astronomy and telescope 
making, you should stop reading this right now and start mak-
ing plans to be at Stellafane 2010. 

Thanks to Ken Slater, the webmaster for the Springfield Tele-
scope Makers and Bert Willard, club historian, for their in-
sight and knowledge of STM and Stellafane. 

Stellafane (Continued from page 6) 

The Porter Turret Telescope.  The whole truss system ro-
tates in RA. The diagonal mirror on the edge of the dome 
can be rotated from inside and provides the DEC adjust-
ment.  The focused image passes through a hole in the cen-
ter of the diagonal to inside the dome. 

Kevin McCarthy's 12.5" travel scope is half a carry-on 
size, so take 2! It took 3rd place in mechanical design 
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This month’s theme of the International Year of Astronomy is “What is the Fate of the Universe?” 

Your Own Time Machine - Your Telescope 
By Tom Koonce 

Look up in the sky this evening at the 
Moon.  In the time it takes to read  

“The Moon light took a second 
and a half to reach my eyes, “  

It did!  The light from our Sun takes 
about eight minutes to reach us.  Farther 
out in space, Jupiter is high in the eve-
ning sky during October.  Its light takes 
approximately forty to fifty minutes to 
travel the distance to Earth.  Can you 
remember what you were doing five hours ago?  Perhaps you 
were at school or at work.  Light that left distant Pluto at that 
moment five hours ago and is just arriving here.  This means 
that when we look at Pluto, we are seeing it as it looked five 
hours earlier.  In the meantime, an asteroid could be crashing 
into it right now, erupting into a great 
plume, but we’d have no way of know-
ing this yet until the light arrives show-
ing us the scene. 

All of the light reflected from objects 
within our Solar System arrives at 
Earth in a matter of hours.  At the 
speed of light, this demonstrates the 
vast distance involved between the 
solar system objects.  When we look 
up into the night sky and see the stars 
of our own Milky Way Galaxy, the 
light has traveled  years or even thou-
sands of years to get to our eyes.  
Some of the light you see started its journey the day you were 
born and has been on its way ever since - every second of 
your life the light has been moving 186,000 miles closer.  The 
night sky has objects whose light left them when the Declara-
tion of Independence was signed, the fall of Rome, or when 

the capstone was set in place at the top of the Great Pyra-
mid…  Back farther and farther in time. 

With our telescopes pointed outside of the Milky Way Gal-
axy, we can see the light of much more distant objects in the 
Universe.  The light that we see from the Andromeda galaxy 
shows it as it was about two and a half million years ago, 
long before modern humans walked our planet.  Some com-
mon amateur astronomy ‘deep-sky’ objects are so distant that 
the light has been on its way to us since the time of the dino-
saurs. 

When you think about it, the telescope is a type of time ma-
chine, showing us objects as they looked, not as they are at 
this instant in time, but as they looked at the moment the light 
left them. 

Before your next public star party, it 
could be a lot of fun to make up a table 
of objects’ distances in units of light 
years (ly).  Then you can ask a young 
stargazer to tell you their age and show 
them the object whose light left it in the 
year of their birth.  Below is a sample 
of the table available complete (ages 0 
to 101) at: http://www.pbs.org/
seeinginthedark/explore-the-sky/
birthday-stars.html 

Print the distance/age table out on pa-
per  along with your club’s contact and 
membership information (or applica-

tion) and a calendar of your club’s events and you’ll have a 
great handout that people will enjoy and get them interested 
in astronomy. 

Andromeda Galaxy – Approx. 2.54 million 
ly away 

Your Age Star Distance 
(light years) 

Magnitude Comments 

8 Wolf 359  7.8 13.4 Very faint dwarf in Leo, the Lion; visible with a medium-sized 
telescope  

9 Sirius  8.6 -1.4 Brightest star in Earth's skies; can cast shadows on dark, 
clear nights  

10 Epsilon Eri  10.5 3.7 Less luminous than the Sun today but may resemble the 
young Sun (closest star known to have a planet)  

11 Procyon  11.4 0.4 More luminous than the Sun and about twice as big; in Canis 
Minor, near Sirius  

12 Tau Ceti  11.9 3.5 First star to be examined by radio astronomers searching for 
signals from intelligent life; they heard nothing  

http://www.pbs.org/seeinginthedark/explore-the-sky/birthday-stars.html
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Jean London, Greg Rohde, Matt Brewster, David Nemo, 
Sameer Ruiwale, Larry Godsey, Dawn Willard, Ken 
Hose, Margaret Campbell, Jan Keiski, Dale Fenske; Pe-
ter Abrahams. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 

Board Reports 

 Secretary’s Report – Margaret Campbell reported 
that a quorum (10) was met with 11 voting members 
present. 

 Treasurer’s Report – Larry Godsey handed out the P 
& L and Balance Sheet for our first month of the 
new fiscal year.  The RCA current assets are 
$16,707.14 and the Site Fund current assets are 
$19,508.36, for a total of $36,215.50.  There was 
some discussion of how to handle cost over-runs.  
The general agreement is that every person who is 
handling a budget item needs to be aware of costs 
and if it looks as though there is going to be an over-
run to bring it to the Board.  Larry Godsey made a 
motion to increase the telescope budget to $1,200.  
It was seconded by Greg Rohde and the motion car-
ried.  Larry Godsey made a motion to increase the 
youth group budget to $300.  It was seconded by 
Dale Fenske and the motion carried. 

 VP Programming – Matt Brewster reported that 
Matt Vartanian and Margaret Campbell will make a 
presentation in August on keeping logbooks of ob-
servations.  For September, he is working on getting 
a speaker from the Stardust Mission at the Univer-
sity of Washington.  There was general discussion 
about the length of time that announcements are 
taking.  The general agreement is that Board mem-
bers should let the chair of the meeting know that 
they want to make announcements in advance, so he 
has an idea of what the time frame is, and for the 
chair of the meeting to be strict about cutting off 
announcements that go on too long.   

 VP Observing – No report.  RCA has a star party in 
Maupin coming up August 14 – 16, and one Sep-
tember 18 – 20 at Camp Hancock.  There are also 
two OMSI star parties coming up,  on August 11 
and September 12 at Stub Stewart State Park. 

 VP Community Affairs – Dawn Willard reported 
that she hosted two public outreach parties this week 
at Cooper Mountain.  There were eleven volunteers 
on Thursday and thirteen on Saturday.  They had 

good horizons but it clouded up.  Cooper Mountain 
expressed interest in trying again.  About 125 people 
attended.  She will be co-ordinating a star party at 
Frenchman’s Bar on August 15th, at Jackson Bot-
tom wetlands in September, and Cooper Mountain 
in October.   We discussed turning down star parties 
in locations that do not work for astronomy - - 
places that are too light, too wet, too many mos-
quitos, etc.  The consensus was that if volunteers are 
arriving, we should keep going. 

 Media - Diane Fredlund no report.  Sameer reported 
that he and Diane had a long conversation at the 
July meeting and discussed several ways to publi-
cize and promote RCA.  For starters, she will put 
our meeting announcements in the local newspapers.  
Matt Brewster will send the publicity information to 
her as well as to Larry Godsey for the website and 
Larry Deal for the newsletter. 

 Membership - Ken Hose reported that there are 208 
members.  This seems like a drop in membership, 
but it is renewal time, so 158 members are on the 
“yet to renew” list.  We took in 47 renewals and 9 
new members in July, and $1,411 in dues. 

 Sales – Margaret Campbell reported $448 in sales in 
July. 

 New member advisor - Howard Knytych has 
planned Sameer Ruiwale and Margaret Campbell 
for the August New Member Meeting to discuss 
preparing for star parties.  The new member meet-
ings are being promoted on the website. 

 Book Library – Nominal. 

 Telescope Library – Greg Rohde reported that Dave 
Danskey did a terrific job of rebuilding our 12.5” 
telescope.  Sameer will be sending a thank you to 
him, and Nate Currier and anyone who donated ma-
terials, for their good work.   Sunriver Nature center 
donated the Astrosystem secondary dew heater and 
controller, Morgan Pope donated the ebony star 
laminate, Chantal Danskey donated the truss tube 
case, and Greg Babcock gave the club a great deal 
on the JMI focuser with motofocus. 

 IDA – Art Morris had no report.  Sameer had a mes-
sage from Art.  Sameer will accept his resignation.  
We discussed inviting potential candidates to take 
the position.  Sameer will follow up on this matter. 

 Magazine Subscriptions – Larry Godsey: Nominal. 

 Webmaster – Larry Godsey requested that when 
Board members change their email address to let 

(Continued on page 10) 
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him know.  Greg Rohde is going to submit informa-
tion on the updated 12.5” for the website. 

 Site Committee – David Nemo: Nominal. 

 Youth Director - Jean London reported that we had 
ten kids at our first session: 5 Star Puppies, 1 Uni-
versal Sampler and 1 binocular Messier.  She will 
change the meeting beginning time to 7:00 p.m. at 
the request of the adult helpers and parents. 

 SIGs – Tom Nathe: No report.   

 Alcor – Dale Fenske discussed the September roster 
update with Ken Hose.   

 OMSI –Jan Keiski reported that August’s meeting 
will be at the planetarium and Jim Todd will do the 
night sky report.   

 Sister Club update – Jan Keiski still working with 
Carlos on planning a joint meeting with us in Octo-
ber. 

Old Business / Action Items 

 Mirror making usage video:  The machine is ready 
for use but needs to be bolted down to the floor.  
David Nemo volunteered to help make the instruc-
tional media. He will work with John DeLacy on 
this project by making a demo mirror. 

 Impromptu star parties at Stub Stewart:  Sameer will 
send an email to Matt Vartanian asking what has 
been done on this issue.  We need to tell our mem-
bers that if they go up there, they need to let the park 
know in advance. 

 Tape on bumpers:  Greg purchased the tape, under 
budget.  He will talk with the park staff about apply-
ing it. 

New Business / Action Items 

 Nominating committee for next year’s election:  
According to our bylaws, we have to make the an-
nouncement at the August meeting, request nomina-
tions in September, make nominations in October, 
and have the election in November.  Dale Fenske, 
Greg Rohde and Margaret Campbell volunteered for 
the Nominating Committee.  We have to find three 
non-Board members to be in the committee. 

 Laser pointer issues:  We need to send a Forum 
message to our membership about pointing green 
laser pointers at airplanes, and put it in the newslet-
ter and on website too. Sameer will do this.  We also 

need to make this announcement at public star par-
ties.   

 Outreach volunteer discussion:  We had a general 
question about needing to have a sense of who our 
volunteers are and who shows up at events.  Dawn is 
already asking volunteers to sign in so we know 
who’s there.   Kids events will be posted on the Fo-
rum but information about where, when and how to 
get there will be sent only to people who are going.  
We also discussed giving certificates to our star 
party volunteers at the year-end banquet.   

 Greg will send a message that the telescope library 
is closed in August because he won’t be there to 
receive or lend them out. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 

To Do: 

1. Matt Brewster will send meeting publicity to Diane 
Fredlund as well as to the usual outlets. 

2. Sameer Ruiwale will (1) ask about the lost video 
recorder at the next meeting, (b) follow up on the 
IDA liaison position, (c) contact Tom Nathe, (d) 
contact Matt Vartanian about the issue of im-
promptu star parties at Stub Stewart, (e) put an an-
nouncement on the website about notifying the park 
rangers if RCA members have an impromptu star 
party at Stub Stewart, (f) put a warning about point-
ing green lasers at airplanes on the Forum, website 
and newsletter, (g)  

3. Greg Rohde will submit an article for the website on 
the refurbished 12.5” library scope; he will bolt the 
mirror making machine to the table at TMS; he will 
apply the reflecting tape at Stub Stewart; he will 
send out a message that the telescope library is 
closed in August. 

4. Dale Fenske will submit an updated roster to 
ALCOR for the September mailing. 

5. David Nemo will work with John DeLacy on mak-
ing an instructional video on using the mirror-
making machine by making a demo mirror. 

6. Margaret Campbell will make a broadcast an-
nouncement seeking RCA members for the Nomi-
nating Committee. 

7. Jan Keiski will make an announcement at the gen-
eral meeting about her lost video recorder. 

August Board Minutes  (Continued from page 9) 
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Observing Site 
Committee 

To lead and coordinate efforts of the Rose City Astronomers (RCA) 
in securing and managing a variety of observing sites for private use 
by members, and for community outreach and special events organ-
ized by the RCA. 

Please Check  
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/donate/site.htm 
for more information. 
Or Contact: David Nemo <sitefund@rosecityastronomers.org> 

Astro-Imaging Special Interest Group  

The “AI-SIG” is about advancing the skills of beginner, in-
termediate and advanced astro-imagers. We rely on the skills 
of our members to bring each other along as we image the 
beautiful night sky and its many wonders. Whether you use a 
CCD, DSLR, point-and-shoot or film camera, members of 
this group can help you achieve better images with less ef-
fort and frustrations. Please join us as we learn together to 
produce “stellar” images!  

Next Meeting: Monday, October 12th, 2009, 6:30p will be a

field trip to Ken Hose's Observatory. Email:

ai-sig@rosecityastronomers.org for directions & info.

  

Science Special Interest Group (SCI-SIG)  

Next meeting is October 3rd at 3pm. Following the Telescope 
Workshop at Technical Marine Services. 
This group is for people who would like to advance their skills 
in astronomy beyond casual observing. Various projects that 
some group members are involved in include; variable and 
double star observing, occultations, photometry and astrom-
etry. A science background is not required, however a curious 
mind does help. 

Location:  Technical Marine Service, Inc 
 6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/science.htm 

Tom Nathe  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 

ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Wednesday, October 21st, 7 PM.  
Topic:  “Fate of the Universe” 
Presented by: Howard Knytych 
Place: Linus Pauling Complex,  
3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland. 
Email: cosmology-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 
www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturday, October 3rd, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 

For more information contact:  

Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 

Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

Photo by Jan Keiski 

Join us on the first Friday of each month for lunch at a great downtown restau-
rant (Holidays and such may push us to the second Friday of some months, 
check the calendar at  http://www.rosecityastronomers.org ). 

The location is announced on the RCA general forum discussion list at  
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/forum under special interest groups.  The 
meeting is normally Kell’s Irish Pub at Second and Ash. 

Always great conversation and food. 

For more information contact: Margaret Campbell at  
secretary@rosecityastronomers.org 

RCA ‘Downtowner's’ Lunch 



Rose City Astronomers 
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 
1945 SE Water Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97214-3356  

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Plane-
tarium.  Occasionally the meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look us up at the RCA web site  
(http://www.rosecityastronomers.org). 

November 2 Monday RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 

November 6 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon Kell’s Noon 

November 9 Monday Astro Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm 

November 16 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 

November 18 Wednesday Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling Complex  7pm 

December 6                 Saturday                Telescope Workshop                  Swan Island                                               10am-3pm 

December 6                 Saturday               Science SIG                                Swan Island                                               3pm 

October 2 Friday Downtowner’s Luncheon Kell’s Noon 

October 3 Saturday Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

October 3 Saturday Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 

October 5 Monday RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 2 7pm 

October 12 Monday Astro Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm 

October 19 Monday General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7pm 

October 21 Wednesday Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling Complex  7pm 

October 31 Saturday Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

October 31 Saturday Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 

October 16-18 Friday-Sunday Skyview Acres Star Party Goldendale Washington  

November 2009 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

O c t o b e r  2 0 0 9  


