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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

RCA MARCH 16 GENERAL MEETING 
Two Small Pieces of Glass 

All are Welcome!  Monday March 16 
Social Gathering: 7 pm  

Presentation Begins:  7:30 pm.   
Location: OMSI Planetarium 

For the next General RCA Meeting on Monday, 
March 16 at 7:30 pm in OMSI's Kendall Planetar-
ium will have a special full-
dome, Two Small Pieces of 
Glass,  presentation by Jim 
Todd and OPB.  The show 
traces the history of the tele-
scope from Galileo's modifica-
tions to a child's spyglass-using 
two small pieces of glass-to the 
launch of NASA's Hubble Space 
Telescope and the future of as-
tronomy.  

While attending a local star 
party, two teenage students learn 
how the telescope has helped us 
understand our place in space 
and how telescopes continue to 
expand our understanding of the 
Universe. Their conversation with a local female 
astronomer enlightens them on the history of the 
telescope and the discoveries these wonderful 
tools have made. The students see how telescopes 
work and how the largest observatories in the 
world use these instruments to explore the mys-
teries of the universe. While looking through the 
astronomer's telescope, the students, along with 

the planetarium audience, explore the Galilean 
Moons, Saturn's rings, and spiral structure of gal-

axies. During their conversation 
with the astronomer, they also 
learn about the discoveries of 
Galileo, Huygens, Newton, Hub-
ble and many others. 

Visuals will include actors green 
screened into a computer 
graphic star party environment 
with a variety of telescopes used 
by amateur astronomers. As the 
program progresses the show 
uses video and full dome im-
agery to present the story of the 
telescope and the astronomers 
who used them to make their 
dramatic discoveries. All skies 
and full dome video will trans-

port the planetarium audiences to some of the 
largest observatories in the world, as well as 
places of historical significance. The soundtrack 
was recorded by the London Symphony Orches-
tra. 

For more information on the 400 Years of the 
Telescope project visit http://www.400years.org 
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Office Name Email Telephone 

President Sameer Ruiwale president@rosecityastronomers.org 503-681-0100 

Past President Carol Huston pastprez@rosecityastronomers.org 503-629-8809 

VP Membership Ken Hose membership@rosecityastronomers.org 503-591-5585 

VP Observing/Star Parties Matt Vartanian  observing@rosecityastronomers.org 503-224-5023 

VP Community Affairs Dawn Willard community@rosecityastronomers.org 360-910-0462 

VP Communications Matt Brewster communications@rosecityastronomers.org 503-740-2329 

Treasurer Larry Godsey treasurer@rosecityastronomers.org 503-675-5217 

Secretary Margaret Campbell-McCrea secretary@rosecityastronomers.org 503-232-7636 

Sales Director Margaret Campbell-McCrea sales@rosecityastronomers.org 503-232-7636 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal editor@rosecityastronomers.org 503-708-4180 

Media Director Patton Echols media@rosecityastronomers.org 503-936-4270 

New Member Advisor Howard Knytych  newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org 503-543-6055  

Webmaster Larry Godsey webmaster@rosecityastronomers.org 503-675-5217 

ALCOR, Historian Dale Fenske alcor@rosecityastronomers.org 503-256-1840 

Library Director Jan Keiski library@rosecityastronomers.org 503-539-4566 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde telescope@rosecityastronomers.org 503-629-5475 

Observing Site Director David Nemo sitefund@rosecityastronomers.org 503-224-6366 

IDA Liaison Art Morris  ida@rosecityastronomers.org 503-628-3927  

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski omsi@rosecityastronomers.org 503-539-4566 

Magazines Director Larry Godsey magazines@rosecityastronomers.org 503-675-5217 

SIG Director Tom Nathe  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 503-641-3235  

Youth Programs Director Jeannie London  youth@rosecityastronomers.org 503-642-4831 

CLUB OFFICERS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & 
Telescope and Astronomy 
magazines. The RCA member 
rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year 

or $65.95 for two years. The RCA member rate for 
Astronomy magazine is $34 for one year or $60 
for two years. For more information go to the RCA 
web site index and click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, Treasurer, 503-675-
5217, will be taking renewals and new 
subscriptions at the Magazine Table before 
General Meetings. Please make checks out to 
“RCA” and allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed. 

RCA MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The Rose City Astronomers main-
tains a comprehensive club library 
of astronomy related articles, 
books, CDs and videos. These 
items can be borrowed by mem-
bers through checkout at the gen-
eral meetings for a period of one 
month with renewals available by 
phone or e-mail to the club library 
director, Jan Keiski.  

The RCA library is constantly growing through 
many donations and the purchase of new materi-
als. A listing of library materials (PDF format) 
can be found at the library web page: http://
www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 

Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net) 503-539-4566 

RCA LIBRARY 
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Banner shows new GAMA observing site north of Uspallata looking southeast towards Mendoza.  

Two wonderful star parties! 

THE LAST OFFICIAL GAMA STAR PARTY OF 2008 AT CANOTA SITE  

On Saturday, December 20, 
2008, GAMA, carried out 
the last observing night of 
the year in their nearby site 
in Canota.  This is a place 
located about 25 miles 
north of Mendoza. 

They go to this place once 
a month to observe the sky 
and carry out different ob-
serving projects. Each year, 
Leo sends GAMA mem-
bers a proposed schedule 
including the observation 
dates for the entire observ-
ing year (February to De-
cember). They go to the 
mountains even during 
winter months in spite of 
low temperatures. 

On this day it was a warm 
and we could enjoy a dark 
and clear sky with excellent 
weather. 

Carlos Calvo, a member of GAMA, carried his new Schmidt-Newtonian telescope and was working on the motorized system all 
night long. A brand new member attended the star party, so he was really amazed with the view, through the telescopes, of the 
bright gems in the southern skies, like the nebulae complexes in the Magellanic Clouds and the most beautiful globular cluster 
(in Leo’s of course and my opinion now too) 47 Tucanae. 

The zone of the nebula Eta Carina rises close to 11pm local time in December, reaching a good altitude in the sky near local 
midnight. Several observers aimed their telescopes to that zone to enjoy the rich field of the Milky Way. If you want so spend 
hours tracking marvelous deep-sky objects that are in that zone, just aim your telescope and begin to explore it. Not only is the 
Eta Carinae nebula a southern highlight, also some open clusters like the Southern Pleiades (IC 2602), the NGC 3532 and NGC 
3293 clusters, all of them visible with the naked eye under a dark enough sky. 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Leo Cavagnaro, Jan Keiski, Carlos Gutierrez surrounded by members and friends of GAMA.   
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On this day it was a warm and we could enjoy a dark and clear 
sky with excellent weather. Around 20 people went to Canota. 
Nicolás, a young amateur astronomer, brought his new 12-inch 
reflector for its “first light”. 

On the other side of the observing site there were a few observers 
working with a 16-inch telescope and also their own instruments. 
Leo was observing interacting galaxies and identifying the mem-
bers of the Robert's Quartet. He invited Carlos to observe and 
identify these faint and challenging galaxies and they were talking 
about these NGC galaxies for a long time that night.  

Star Parties in Argentina  (Continued from page 3) 

Some GAMA members also 
showed him more constellations 
using laser pointers.  

AN OBSERVING NIGHT AT PARAMILLOS 

Paramillos is a site in the Andes Mountains located at an elevation of nearly 9,000 feet. You can reach this site from Mendoza 
City and also from Uspallata, a small village in the valley of the same name. It is a very good place to observe from. A faint 

(Continued on page 5) 

The last quarter Moon rose about 
2:30am local time giving a nice 
show to the observers who were 
still at the observing site. The dark 
and steady sky and very good tem-
peratures that night invited observ-
ers to stay here until very late. 

Rising Moon. Photo taken from Canota by Jan Keiski  
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glow from Mendoza City is visible from 
there, but it doesn't cause problems with the 
observation of deep-sky objects. A very small 
and faint glow from Santiago, Chile (the capi-
tal of Argentina’s neighbor country to the 
west) is also visible behind the Andes. A very 
few lights from Uspallata Valley are visible 
far away to the northwest but they don´t inter-
fere either. It is definitely a very good site to 
carry out detailed observations.  

A group of about 10 people went to this site 
Saturday, December 27, 2008. It was not an 
official activity of GAMA but an 
“Astronomical Expedition”. It consisted mem-
bers of Carlos Gutierrez’s family, and friends 
of theirs.  Also Elias of GAMA, myself and 
Leo and Carlos. Usually, we need about 2 
hours to reach that place. This time Leo de-
cided to go using the road from Mendoza 
through Canota and past Villavicencio. I 
really enjoyed the trip in spite of the road, 
which was very winding, and in a short time 
climbed very high in a few kilometers.  The 
sheer drop-offs were very exciting, and scary! 

We arrived to Paramillos about 10pm local time. In order to get a very dark sky we set up the telescopes and waited for the as-
tronomical twilight which occurred at 10:30pm,. As soon as the sky got dark enough I began to take a lot of photos of the south-
ern sky. The northern constellations that are usually seen very high in the sky from your country are visible at low altitude to-
ward North from here, so they are an interesting target for my digital camera. I took some photos of the constellations visible at 
this time, like Gemini, the twins (upper right in the picture below), and Auriga and the brightest star Capella (upper left in the 
picture). 

Weather conditions were exciting with lightning 
visible to the east. It is very usual to have big 
storms in east Mendoza during the summer.  It was 
a hot day (around 96F) in Mendoza.  The tempera-
ture however at the observing site was very low, 
and it was also a windy night. The very cold wind 
caused some problems to all of us. I did not have 
problems because I remembered OSP last August 
that also experienced a very cold summer Saturday 
night.  I had brought gloves, a hat and the Rose City 
Astronomers hooded sweatshirt, plus a blue winter 
jacket!  Leo and the rest didn't have that much cold 
weather clothing along.  It is very unusual to use 
them in December!!!   I loaned Leo my gloves, and 
used my extra socks as mittens! 

December is a good time of the year to observe gal-
axies from here. Also, it is a good month to observe 
the Messier objects situated in the northern constel-
lations, the Open Clusters M36, M37 and M38 in 
Auriga, M34 in Perseus, the galaxy M33 in Trian-
gulum and the open clusters M35 and NGC 2158 in 
Gemini, both visible in the same field of view. 

Star Parties in Argentina  (Continued from page 4) 

The road as it passes by the Canota observing site.  The Andes ahead and Pa-
ramillos observing site. Photo by Jan Keiski 

Elias showing the sky with his telescope to some Gutierrez family 
friends. Photo by Jan Keiski 
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THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

M87 – more than meets the eye.  

Imagine an elliptical galaxy 50 million light years 
away that contains several trillion stars, is 120,000 
light years in diameter, has 13,000 globular clusters, 
a super massive black hole in its center that’s sur-
rounded by a swirling accretion disk of matter, 
which somehow generates a jet of sub atomic parti-
cles shooting from it at nearly the speed of light. 
What a sight that would be! 

Whether or not you can imagine this as a real object, 
M87 does exist and is the dominant elliptical galaxy 
in the Virgo galaxy cluster.  

Unfortunately, in addition to its staggering physical 
properties M87 is exhibit “A” for the large class of 
deep sky objects that show practically no detail at 
all to visual observers. Its description is far more 
impressive than its visual appearance. At magnitude 
8.6, its oval shape very gradually brightens towards 
its center and has a perimeter that’s blends imper-
ceptibly into intergalactic space. This is all you’ll 
see. Now it’s true that a few observers with larger 
scopes have detected the jet, but it takes skill and 
steady seeing to have any hope for a sighting, and 

even then the odds are slim. I’ve not heard or read 
of any visual observations of any of M87’s globu-
lars.  

However, don’t let this stop you from having a look. 
Observing with the mind’s eye is one of the great 
pleasures of amateur astronomy and M87 is a great 
object to observe this way. The visual observer also 
has the opportunity to navigate to M87 by galaxy 
hopping through the Virgo galaxy cluster, another 
pleasure not to be missed. Sweep through Mark-
arian’s Chain with M84 and M86 first and then 
jump a couple degrees to the southeast to find M87.  

Observing with the mind’s eye needs information, 
and the more you know about an object the more 
remarkable the observation can be. In this spirit, 
let’s delve deeper into the center of M87. 

The super massive black hole at M87’s heart weighs 
in at approximately two billion solar masses. The 
image above shows that it’s surrounded by a rotat-
ing disk of hot gas, the fuel of the relativistic jet.  

(Continued on page 7) 

This Hubble Space Telescope image of M87 shows the 
relativistic jet much more clearly than you have any 
chance of detecting visually.  

An image assembled from HST data that uses red and 
blue shifts around the center of M87. It shows the outer 
area of the super massive black holes accretion disk.  
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The jet is a stream of sub atomic particles with a total mass of one solar mass. It’s somehow powered and 
collimated by the central black holes’ incredible magnetic fields. The exact mechanism is unclear but is a 
topic of active research.  

The jet – or more accurately, jets – are best seen in x-ray and radio images that show them in their full ex-
tant. Too bad our eyes aren’t sensitive to these wavelengths. 

While you have M87 in your eyepiece and you find yourself thinking that there really isn’t much to see, 
remember a few of these facts and remarkable images that show the greater reality of this monster galaxy.  

The Observer’s Corner   (Continued from page 6) 

HST images of M87’s relativistic jet – the image on the left has been enhanced to show the hot gas surrounding the two 
billion solar mass black hole. The image on the right is in mostly optical wavelengths.  

On the left, a NASA combination of optical, radio and x-ray images that show M87’s jets. On the right is a VLA radio 
image. Note that the second jet is not seen as it shoots away from us but its effects can be seen in these two images. 
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There's still lots of room left at OMSI's Camp Hancock the 
Weekend of March 27-29. With hot meals and rustic cabins 
it fits the bill for a great outing for on cool Spring weekend. 
Dark skies, cabins, real bathrooms, hot showers, good meals 
and great friends top off the second outing of the year for 
RCA. 

Camp Hancock is an OMSI sponsored field station for the 
promotion of science education. It is located about 150 
miles from Portland and is 2 miles east of the John Day 
River in Eastern Oregon in the Clarno Fossil Beds. Camp 
Hancock is NOT a resort hotel; it is a rustic kid’s camp with 
16 bunkhouses that sleep up to 14 people each in A-frame 
buildings. The bunkhouses are one room with bunks, mat-
tresses, limited electricity, and heaters on a 60 minute timer. 
You will be sharing the bunkhouses with others in our 
group, but it's never crowded and we usually average less 
than 3 people per cabin. 

There are electrical outlets on both Astronomy Hill and the 
Ridge for those who need power for their scopes, ccds and 
computers. Plus, wireless internet service is also available at 
Hancock. We do expect to get permission again to use the 
"Dob Valley" which will increase our capacity. 

Lodging: The bunkhouses are not reserved, except by prior 
arrangement for medical necessity. Bring your own warm 
sleeping bag (it will be cold at night) and whatever else you 
need, especially warm clothes. One of the bunkhouses will 
be set aside as a “ladies only” bunkhouse. The remaining 
bunkhouses are shared. There is a limited area for Tents, 
RVs and trailers. We’ve been usually able to provide limited 
electricity to most of the RVs and trailers, but bring your 
own power cord, and be prepared to be self sufficient in case 
there is not enough power available. 

RVs, Trailers and Tents are $20 per person per night. 

Bunks in the A-frame bunkhouses are $25 per person 
per night. 

Meals: Camp Hancock offers breakfast (Saturday and Sun-
day) and a sack lunch (Saturday only), and dinner (Friday 
and Saturday). The meals are served family style and every-
one is expected to help with setting up, clearing the tables 
and doing dishes. Breakfast is served at 9am Saturday and 
Sunday, with fixings put out for making a sack lunch at 
10am both days. Dinner will be at 6pm on both Friday and 
Saturday, Breakfast at 9am and lunch fixings set out at 
10am. There is no food available outside of these times. 

Breakfast - 9am - is $5 per person per day (Saturday & 
Sunday) 

Sack Lunch - 10am - is $4 per person (Saturday only) 

Dinner - 6pm - is $6 per person per day (Friday & Sat-
urday) 

Registration: Mail-in registration and payment deadline for 
the March outing is March 17th. We will be taking registra-
tions at the March 16th meeting, or you can mail in your 
registration before then. Everything must be paid for with 
your registration. 

More Information: There is more information on the web, 
including an order form you can fill out on-screen. The in-
formation, including pictures, downloadable Camp Hancock 
information, Clarno Fossil Bed information, driving maps 
and instructions, etc. will also be found on the RCA website. 

PLEASE NOTE: We have been asked again not to enter 
camping area until after 3pm, because there is a school 
group that will be leaving shortly before we arrive. 

Camp Hancock Outing March 27-29, 2009 
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Attending:  Tom Nathe, Margaret Campbell, Dawn Willard, Jan 
Keiski., Jean London, Sameer Ruiwale, Dave Nemo, Larry Godsey, 
Greg Rohde, Matt Brewster, Ken Hose. 

Visitors:  Art Morris, Howard Knytych, Lamont Brock 

The meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. 

Officer Reports: 

 Secretary:  Quorum was met with 11 voting members present.   

 Treasurer:  Larry Godsey reported that we have $18,829.24 in 
the RCA general account, and $19,096.12 in the Site Fund, for 
a total of $37,925.36.    

 Larry also pointed out that we have a CD maturing today.  We 
decided to keep it in the same bank, still in a CD, as long as we 
are able to “bump up” the interest rate in case it should increase 
during the year. 

 Programming:  Matt thanked everyone for helping out with the 
January  banquet.  Plans for the February meeting are not com-
plete.  The Board made several suggestions for back-up in case 
we can’t get a speaker.  In March, the program will be “400 
years of the Telescope.”  This is anOPB production that Jim 
Todd has helped create.  There may be some OPB people at the 
meeting to make the presentation.  Our April speakers are a 
team that runs the Chandra telescope,  and in May, Lawrence 
Doyle will speak regarding quantum physics.  The SIG Fair can 
be in June, still using Astronomy day to publicize it. 

 Membership:  In January there were five new and two renewals.  
There are now 299 member families.  There were 278 last year 
and 288 the year before at this time.  We brought in $213 in 
dues.  There was considerable discussion about the new Forum 
thread regarding what information to ask and track for the  
members.   It has impact on issues such as using the library, 
getting membership prices for magazine subscriptions, check-
ing out telescopes and being on the Forum.  We noted that in a 
future meeting we will visit the question of defining what 
“family membership” means. 

 Community  Affairs:  Dawn Willard reported that we have a 
daytime OMSI star party on the 15th.  She asked for volunteers 
via the Forum and got several positive responses, including one 
of the PSTs from the club.   

 Greg Rohde reported that El Monica school in Beaverton is 
having a star party Feb. 3rd in the early evening and is looking 
for volunteers.  It will go on Forum and website. 

 New Members:  Jim Reilly has officially stepped down; How-
ard Knytych has volunteered.  Greg nominated Howard; Jan 
seconded him.  The vote was unanimous.  Howard Knytych 
reported that he and Jim Reilly are going to meet at the next 
RCA general meeting and hand off the New Member Advisor 
responsibilities, though Jim is planning on doing one last new 
member presentation.  [See New Business.]  

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
February 2, 2009 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Margaret Campbell-McCrea 

 Sales:  Margaret Campbell reported that there were $271.00 in 
sales in January. 

 Library:  Jan Keiski reported that she’s going to meet with 
Daniel Browning about making his videos of the OSP speakers 
available to the library.   

 Scopes:  Greg Rohde reported that we sold two of the older 
scopes, 6” Criterions for $250.  We have received a new dona-
tion of a 10” Hardin Dob last month.  Greg may retire one of 
the 8” scopes in favor of the new scopes. 

 IDA:  Art Morris has stepped up to volunteer for this position.  
RCA is a member of IDA and Larry Godsey talked to them 
today.  He will establish Art as the contact person.  Sameer 
nominated him, Howard seconded, vote unanimous.   

 Magazines:  Nominal.  

 Youth:  Jean London reported that there were 13 responses to 
the survey.  She discussed some of the results of the survey, 
which she will post to the Forum and try to solicit more re-
sponses.  She will email Larry Deal to get something in the 
newsletter.  Also, she will send out another broadcast message 
reminding members of the survey and soliciting more re-
sponses.  

 Webmaster:  Dareth Murray asked to step down, but continues 
to want to be the assistant to Larry Godsey.  This is a switch in 
their relative positions.  Sameer nominated Larry Godsey as our 
webmaster; Jan seconded him.  After a little discussion, the 
vote was unanimous. 

 Site:  Nominal 

 SIGS:   Tom Nathe resigned last month, but his situation 
changed and he wants to be back on the Board.  Greg nomi-
nated him; Sameer seconded; unanimous vote.   

 Cosmology SIG:  Lamont Brock attended the meeting.  He and 
Jim White are now co-directors of the Cosmology SIG.  La-
mont asked Matt Brewster to keep him informed about upcom-
ing RCA programs so they can co-ordinate the same topic at the 
Cosmology SIG meeting, which will continue on Wednesdays 
after RCA at 7:00 p.m.  Lamont and Jim have talked about 
keeping the SIG accessible.  The next meeting, on February 
18th, will discuss venues, speakers and will create a calendar. 

 ALCOR:  None. 

 OMSI:  Nominal. 

 Sister Club:  Leo Cavagnaro, GAMA, reported that two sepa-
rate visitations to Mendoza for star gazing have come about by 
visiting our website.  Jan reported our Newsletter, already na-
tionally acclaimed, now has a Southern Hemisphere re-
porter.  His articles have been well received. 

Old Business: 

 Starlight Parade:  Margaret reported that seven people have 
responded to the call for volunteers, and we have both a truck 
and a trailer.  Dawn and Margaret will call a meeting.  Greg 
will talk to Steve Jaynes about pulling the trailer.   

(Continued on page 10) 



©Copyright 2009  The Rose City Astronomers  All Rights Reserved.           Page 10 

 Star Party Schedule:  Kah-Nee-Tah has been signed for March 
20 – 22.  Sameer will contact Matt to make sure the final 
schedule is ready for the next general meeting.   

 Video: There was some lively discussion about improving the 
quality of speaker videos on our website, and the amount of 
space they use up on our server. 

New Business: 

 New member program in the Planetarium:  Howard has spoken 
to Jim Todd about having new member meetings from about 
6:15 – 7:00 in the Planetarium, and Jim is open to it.  There 
was some discussion about what kind of programs to offers 
new members.  Ken Hose has also offered to have something at 
his house.  Howard, Tom and Ken will work on developing this 
aspect of our program. 

 SIGs:  The question of whether non-members could attend SIG 
meetings had arisen last month.  Sameer clarified that SIG 
guidelines say that non-members can come.  It’s a way to en-
courage people to join the club. 

 Buying a PST:  A club member has a PST to sell to the club.  
He is asking $450.   There is possibly another one for sale at 
Camp Hancock.  We decided that since the two PST scopes we 
have are checked out constantly, we would consider getting 
another one.  Greg will negotiate with the club member; Larry 
will confirm with Camp Hancock and pass the information on 
to Greg. 

 Goals:  Sameer spent some time discussing the goals that he 
would like the club to work on this year, including better new 
membership mentoring and celebrating International Astro-

Board Meeting Minutes  (Continued from page 9) 

Known for its clear, dark skies this time of year, the 
Kah•Nee•Ta Resort offers a family retreat atmos-
phere with many amenities and ac-
tivities. Come and observe your fa-
vorite objects under Central Oregon's 
clear dark skies, spend a wonderful 
weekend with other astronomers 
swapping observing stories and ex-
changing information, or even just 
spend a relaxing weekend with your 
family, all in comfortable accommo-
dations that offer various other ac-
tivities. 

You don't even need a telescope to participate; other 
members are enthusiastic to share their views. This is 
a good opportunity for beginners to get acquainted 
and seasoned observers to get back into the groove. 

Kah-Nee-Ta affords a warm bed and hot shower (a 
great benefit in March), good food, and a giant fire-

place. The Kah-Nee-Ta Resort has a 
variety of family activities in which 
all can participate. They roll out the 
carpet for RCA, offering us rooms at 
half off their regular prices. 

There is no formal registration for the 
event itself, but you must make your 
own room reservations directly with 
Kah-Nee-Ta and you are responsible 
for your own charges. 

See the RCA website for more information:  
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/kahneeta.htm 

Dark Sky Star Party and Messier Marathon at Kah•Nee•Ta  
March 20-22, 2009 

nomical Year.  We agreed to make this the primary agenda 
item for the next meeting, and to create a timeline and task list 
to accomplish them. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 

To Do: 

1. Sameer will contact Matt Vartanian to make sure the star party 
schedule is complete by the next general meeting. 

2. Jean will notify Larry Deal to get an announcement about the 
youth survey and youth program into the newsletter.  She will 
also resend the survey and ask for more responses. 

3. Margaret will send out an email to the Starlight Parade commit-
tee about meeting soon - - probably at the next Downtowners 
meeting. 

4. Dawn will find more volunteers for the OMSI event on the 
15th. 

5. Jan will meet with Daniel Browning about donating copies of 
his OSP videos to the RCA library. 

6. Matt Brewster will send program information to Larry Deal and 
Larry Godsey.  Note to Matt: it will be a good idea to talk to 
our speakers about their being video-taped and getting their 
permission to be on the website. 

7. Larry Godsey will update the officer information on the web-
site, announce the El Monica star party, update IDA about Art 
Morris’ new role, repair the online survey regarding youth 
programs, and renew the CD. 

8. Greg will put the El Monica star party on the Forum.  He will 
talk to Steve Jaynes about pulling the trailer (hitch, wiring, 
etc.), and continue to prepare his trailer. 
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ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Wednesday, March 18, 7 PM.  

Topic: “Dark Matter / Dark Energy” 

Presented by: Dr. Ethan Siegel 

  Astrophysicist 

Place: Linus Pauling Complex,  
3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland. 

Sig Directors: Lamont Brock 503-235-5893  
 Jim White ........503-236-7802 

Email: cosmology-sig@rosecityastronomers.org 

www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/cosmology.htm 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturday, March 14, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
For more information contact:  
Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 
Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

Science Special Interest Group (SCI-SIG)  

Next meeting is March 14 at 3pm. Following the Tele-
scope Workshop at Technical Marine Services. 

This group is for people who would like to advance 
their skills in astronomy beyond casual observing. Vari-
ous projects that some group members are involved in 
include; variable and double star observing, occulta-
tions, photometry and astrometry. A science back-
ground is not required, however a curious mind does 
help. 

Location:  Technical Marine Service, Inc 
 6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 

http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sigs/science.htm 

Tom Nathe  sigs@rosecityastronomers.org 
RCA SIG coordinator 

Astro-Imaging Special Interest Group  

The “AI-SIG” is about advancing the skills of be-
ginner, intermediate and advanced astro-imagers. 
We rely on the skills of our members to bring each 
other along as we image the beautiful night sky 
and its many wonders. Whether you use a CCD, 
DSLR, point-and-shoot or film camera, members 
of this group can help you achieve better images 
with less effort and frustrations. Please join us as 
we learn together to produce “stellar” images!  

Next Meeting: Monday, March 9, 2009, 6:30pm 
Beaverton Public Library   
In the Conference Room 
12375 SW 5th St, Beaverton 

Congratulations to ten year old  
Anna Napolitano for completion of the 
Sky Puppy observation program. Certifi-
cate number 12! 

David Powell received the Astronomical 
League's Outreach Award at the Stellar level, 
for more than 60 hours of volunteer time spent 
in the promotion of astronomy. Certificate 
number 0072-S! 



©Copyright 2009  The Rose City Astronomers  All Rights Reserved.           Page 12 

 Date Day of Week Event Location Notes 

March 20-22 .Fri-Sun ..........Messier Marathon Weekend ................................Kah•Nee•Ta ...............................3 

March 21.......Saturday ........OMSI-RCA Vernal Equinox Celebration ............Rooster Rock & Stub Stewart ....2 

March 27-29 .Fri-Sun ..........RCA Dark Sky Camp Weekend...........................Camp Hancock...........................5 

April 18.........Saturday ........OMSI-RCA Planet Parade ...................................Rooster Rock & Stub Stewart ....2 

April 24-26 ...Fri-Sun ..........RCA Star Party Weekend ....................................Maupin.......................................1 

April 25.........Saturday ........RCA Star Party ....................................................Stub Stewart...............................2 

May 2............Saturday ........OMSI-RCA Astronomy Day ...............................TBA ...........................................1 

May 16..........Saturday ........Prineville Reservoir Star Party.............................Prineville Reservior ...................1 & 6 

May 22-24.....Fri-Sun ..........RCA Star Party Weekend ....................................Maupin.......................................1 

May 23..........Saturday ........RCA Star Party ....................................................Stub Stewart...............................2 

June 13..........Saturday ........OMSI-RCA Summer Solstice Celebration ..........Rooster Rock & Stub Stewart ....2 

June 19-21.....Fri-Sun ..........RCA Star Party weekend .....................................Maupin.......................................1 

June 20..........Saturday ........RCA Star Party ....................................................Stub Stewart...............................2 

July 15-19 .....Wed-Sun .......Mt Bachelor Star Party.........................................Bend Oregon..............................4 & 6 

July 18...........Saturday ........OMSI-RCA Summer Night Sky ..........................Rooster Rock & Stub Stewart ....2 

July 23-26 .....Thu-Sun ........Table Mountain Star Party ...................................Ellensburg Washington..............5 & 6 

July 24-26 .....Fri-Sun ..........Trout Lake Star Party Weekend...........................Trout Lake Washington .............1 

Aug. 11 .........Tuesday.........OMSI-RCA Perseid Meteor Shower Watch ........Rooster Rock & Stub Stewart ....2 

Aug. 14-16 ....Fri-Sun ..........RCA Star Party Weekend ....................................Maupin.......................................1 

Aug. 19-23 ....Wed-Sun .......Oregon Star Party.................................................Indian Trail Spring.....................4 & 6 

Sept. 12 .........Saturday ........OMSI-RCA Autumnal Equinox Celebration .......Rooster Rock & Stub Stewart ....2 

Sept. 18-20....Fri-Sun ..........RCA Dark Sky Camp Weekend...........................Camp Hancock...........................5 

1 No Fees, No Registration. 

2 Note that there is a $3 day use charge at this Oregon State Park. 

3 Advance Reservations are Highly Recommended & No Camping at the Viewing Area. 

4 Pre-Registration and Pre-Payment Recommended, but you can register and pay on site. 

5 Pre-Registration and Pre-Payment required, no on-site registration. 

6 These are regional Star Parties put on by other groups, not RCA sponsored events. 

2009 STAR PARTIES! 
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Star Party Driving Directions 

CAMP HANCOCK  

OMSI's Camp Hancock Field Station is located near Clarno. You have two basic route choices to choose from.1) 
Take I-84 east from Portland to Biggs Junction (exit 104), exit and head south on Hwy 97 to Shaniko.2) Or you 
may take Hwy 26 east over Mount Hood. Turn left onto Hwy 216, which will take you to Hwy 197 just west of 
Maupin. Turn right on Hwy 197 and take it south to it's junction with Hwy 97. Turn left onto Hwy 97 and take it 
to Shaniko.  At Shaniko, turn south on Hwy 218 (Shaniko-Fossil Hwy) and continue through Antelope and east 
towards Clarno near the John Day River. Look for the entrance to Camp Hancock about two miles east of the John 
Day River.  

INDIAN TRAIL SPRING  

Travel east out of Prineville on Hwy 26 approximately 14 miles past the Forest Service Headquarters located at 
the east end of town, turn right onto the Ochoco Ranger Station Road. Zero your trip meter and travel 8.4 miles, 
until you come to a Y in the road just past the Big Summit Ranger Station. At this Y, stay to the right turning onto 
FS road # 42. Follow this for 19 miles as it winds up into and through Big Summit Prairie. Then turn right onto FS 
4240 and proceed for 2.7 miles, turn right onto FS-800. Go 1.5 miles west on 800 and you will arrive at Indian 
Trail Spring. The site is located on National Forest Service lands and is at 5000 feet of elevation.  

KAH•NEE•TA 

Travel east on Hwy 26 past Mt. Hood Government Camp, turning south towards Bend at the junction on Mt. 
Hood. Turn Left towards Simnasho (approximately 29 miles east of Government Camp - Big Kah-Nee-Ta sign on 
Hwy 26). Follow the road to Kah-Nee-Ta resort (also marked by large sign at resort driveway entrance).  

To get to the viewing area from Kah-Nee-Ta resort: Drive west on Warm Springs Rd 0.9 miles and take a right on 
210 - Charley Canyon Rd. The road is not marked when heading westbound. Also note the first 100 yards of this 
road is rougher than the rest. The road is marked ‘no trespassing’ however we do have permission to use it. Reset 
your trip meter. 

Proceed to the second cattle grate at 3.4 miles (the first grate is at around 2.7 mi). Immediately after the second 
cattle grate take a right into the observing area which will be marked with red lights. There is a slight hump to 
drive over which should not be a problem. After that, access and the observing site is smooth and free of obsta-
cles. 

ROOSTER ROCK STATE PARK 

Head east on I-84 from Portland. Take exit #25 and loop over the freeway to the State park. Day Use Permit is 
$3.00 nonmember / $1.50 OMSI member per vehicle at Rooster Rock State Park. 

STUB STEWART STATE PARK 

Head West on US 26 from Portland for approximately 30 miles.  Exit Northbound on Highway 47 to Vernonia.  
The park is 4 miles from 26 on the Right (East) side. 

TROUT LAKE 

From Hood River head north on the Hood River Bridge (Toll $0.75 per Axle).  Proceed West on Highway 14 for 
1.5 Miles.  Turn North on Highway 141 for approximately 23 miles (1.7 Miles beyond Trout Lake).  Turn right on 
Trout Lake Creek Road and proceed 4.6 miles.  Turn left on Forest Road 88 and proceed 1.2 miles to Flattop 
Snow Park. 

MAUPIN SITE 

Take Hwy 26 east over Mount Hood. About 12 miles beyond Government Camp turn left onto Hwy 216, towards 
Pine Grove and Maupin. About 6 miles east of Pine Grove at the intersection of Reservation Road and Hwy 216 
there is a small gas station and Quick Mart. Here you'll turn left onto Old Wapinitia Road and continue 2 miles. 
You will see the airstrip on the right hand side of the road, just past the Kelly Cutoff Road.  
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Web Site: http://www.rosecityastronomers.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rosecityastronomers.org). 

March 2009________________________________________ 
Mar 2 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Parker Room 7pm 
Mar 6 Fri Downtowner’s Luncheon TBD Noon 
Mar 9 Mon Astro Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm 
Mar 14 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Mar 14 Sat Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 
Mar 16 Mon General Meeting! OMSI Planetarium 7pm 
Mar 20-21 Fri-Sat Dark Sky Star Party Kah•Nee•Ta 
Mar 21 Sat OMSI Star Party Stub Stewart and Rooster Rock S.P. 
Mar 27-28 Fri-Sat Dark Sky Star Party Camp Hancock 

April 2009________________________________________ 
Apr 3 Fri Downtowner’s Luncheon TBD Noon 
Apr 6 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Apr 11 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 
Apr 11 Sat Science SIG Swan Island 3pm 
Apr 13 Mon Astro Imaging SIG Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm 
Apr 18 Sat OMSI Star Party Stub Stewart and Rooster Rock S. P. 
Apr 20 Mon General Meeting OMSI  7:30pm 
Apr 24-25 Fri-Sat Dark Sky Star Party Maupin 
Apr 25 Sat RCA Star Party Stub Stewart State Park 




