The

Rosette Gazette

Volume 20, Issue 9

Newsletter of the Rose City Astronomers

September, 2008

RCA SEPTEMBER 15 GENERAL MEETING
“When Will We Discover the Extraterrestrials?”
Presented by Dr. Seth Shostak

In This Issue:
1 .. General Meeting
2 .. Club Officers
.... Magazines
.... RCA Library
3 .. The Venerable 2.4-Inch
5 .. Southern Observing
9 .. Maupin Star Party
.... Late Member Renewal
.... Camp Hancock S.P.
10. August Board Minutes
11. Telescope Workshop
.... Science SIG
.... Cosmology SIG
.... Downtowners
12. Calendar

The scientific hunt for extraterrestrial intelligence is now into its fifth decade, and we still haven't uncovered a confirmed peep from the cosmos. For that matter, we still don’t know if life – at any level of
intelligence – exists beyond Earth. Could this mean that finding aliens, even if they’re out there, is a
project for the ages – one that might take centuries or longer?
New technologies for use in the search for extraterrestrial biology suggest that, despite the continued
dearth of hard evidence for life elsewhere or signals from other societies, there is good reason to expect
that success might not be far off – that within a few decades we might find evidence of sophisticated
civilizations.
Why this is so, what contact would tell us, and what such a discovery would mean, are the subject of
this talk on the continuing efforts to establish our place in the universe of thinking beings.
Dr. Shostak is the Senior Astronomer at SETI Institute in Mt. View, California. He hosts the SETI radio
show, Are We Alone? each Sunday night, where he interviews guests who are on the leading edge of
science discovery and technological advance. Shostak readily translates the most complex scientific
discoveries into terms accessible to the non-scientist. He has written hundreds of articles for newspapers, magazines, and the SPACE.com web site, as well as three books, including a popular textbook on
astrobiology.

All are Welcome! Monday September 15
Social Gathering: 7 pm. Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm.
Location: OMSI Auditorium
RCA is a member of the
Astronomical League.
http://www.astroleague.org
First Quarter Moon
September 7
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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA.
Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth

Full Moon
September 15

Last Quarter Moon
September 21

New Moon
September 29

CLUB OFFICERS
President

Office

Name
Sameer Ruiwale

Email
president@rosecityastronomers.org

Telephone
503-681-0100

Past President

Carol Huston

pastprez@rosecityastronomers.org

503-629-8809

VP Membership

Ken Hose

membership@rosecityastronomers.org

503-591-5585

VP Observing/Star Parties Doug Huston

observing@rosecityastronomers.org

503-629-8809

VP Community Affairs

Patton Echols

community@rosecityastronomers.org

503-936-4270

VP Communications

Matt Brewster

communications@rosecityastronomers.org 503-740-2329

Treasurer

Larry Godsey

treasurer@rosecityastronomers.org

503-675-5217

Secretary

Margaret Campbell-McCrea

secretary@rosecityastronomers.org

503-232-7636

Sales Director

Margaret Campbell-McCrea

sales@rosecityastronomers.org

503-232-7636

Newsletter Editor

Larry Deal

editor@rosecityastronomers.org

503-708-4180

Media Director

Patton Echols

media@rosecityastronomers.org

503-936-4270

New Member Advisor

Jim Reilly

newmembers@rosecityastronomers.org

503-493-2386

Webmaster

Dareth Murray

webmaster@rosecityastronomers.org

503-957-4499

ALCOR, Historian

Dale Fenske

alcor@rosecityastronomers.org

503-256-1840

Library Director

Jan Keiski

library@rosecityastronomers.org

503-539-4566

Telescope Director

Greg Rohde

telescope@rosecityastronomers.org

503-629-5475

Observing Site Director

David Nemo

sitefund@rosecityastronomers.org

503-224-6366

IDA Liaison

Bob McGown

ida@rosecityastronomers.org

503-244-0078

OMSI Liaison

Jan Keiski

omsi@rosecityastronomers.org

503-539-4566

Magazines Director

Larry Godsey

magazines@rosecityastronomers.org

503-675-5217

SIG Director

Tom Nathe

sigs@rosecityastronomers.org

971-645-4930

Youth Programs Director

Jean London

youth@rosecityastronomers.org

503-642-4831

RCA MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

RCA LIBRARY

One of the benefits of RCA
Membership is a reduced
rate subscription to Sky &
Telescope and Astronomy
magazines. The RCA
member rate for Sky &
Telescope Magazine is
$32.95 for one year or
$65.95 for two years. The RCA member rate
for Astronomy magazine is $34 for one year or
$60 for two years. For more information go to
the RCA web site index and click on any of
the links for magazines. Larry Godsey,
Treasurer, 503-675-5217, will be taking
renewals and new subscriptions at the
Magazine Table before General Meetings.
Please make checks out to “RCA” and allow
two months for your subscription to be
renewed.

The Rose City Astronomers maintains a comprehensive club library
of astronomy related articles,
books, CDs and videos. These
items can be borrowed by members
through checkout at the general
meetings for a period of one month
with renewals available by phone
or e-mail to the club library director, Jan Keiski.
The RCA library is constantly
growing through many donations
and the purchase of new materials. A listing of
library materials (PDF format) can be found at
the library web page: http://www.rca-omsi.org/
library.htm
Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net) 503-539-4566
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I

f you were to take a

poll of amateur astronomers (and probably some professionals)
as to what was the first
telescope they started
off with, chances are it
would be a 2.4" refractor – with many others
saying a 2.4" refractor
was the first scope they
looked through.

The author’s 2.4" Zeiss traveling
telescope from the 1930’s.

THE VENERABLE
2.4 – INCH (60 MM.)
REFRACTOR
By Rodger W. Gordon*
Why the 2.4"? First of all, it was affordable, and second, it was portable.
Consider, for example, the popular
Unitron 2.4" and 3" alt-azimuth refractors of the 1950’s and 1960’s. The
2.4" cost $125. But the 3" was $265.
That’s $140 more for just a gain of .6
inch of aperture. And if we go back to
the 1930’s, the least expensive Zeiss
60
mm.
alt-azimuth
refractor
(appropriately named the “Traveling
Telescope”) was $348, but the 80
mm. (3⅛") least expensive model was
$592. And a 3" is less transportable or
portable than a 2.4".
The number of firms that offered or
still offer a 2.4" is legion. Zeiss, Unitron, Tasco, K-Mart, Lafayette Radio,
Mayflower, Sans and Streiffe, Bushnell, Sears, Criterion, and Goto Optical (Japan) is a partial listing. For a
while Edmund sold the 2.4" Goto, but
never manufactured their own 2.4"
until the 1980’s when they offered a
2.4" F/8 on a table-top mount. Nikon
never advertised a 2.4", but they
straddled it by selling both a 2.6" and
a 2.2". In the 1980’s Celestron had a
55 mm. (2.2") F/8 apochromat
(Fluorite) and recently TeleVue
started offering a highly portable 60
mm. apochromat. Surprisingly, the
Alvin Clark firm never offered a 2.4",
except in finder form and one special
military contract.
The heyday of the 2.4" refractor was
the 1950’s through the 1970’s, and
this isn’t just in the telescope arena.
60 mm. spotting scopes for nature and
other similar terrestrial work have
long been the most popular size. The
60 mm. Bausch and Lomb spotting
scope in its green crackle finish is
legendary and, though no longer
made, is not difficult to find on the
used market.

In the 1970’s and 1980’s, the East
German Zeiss firm at Jena sold over
20,000 63/840 refractors to their government for use in their elementary/
secondary school system and many
others went to the U.S.S.R. In East
Germany, astronomy was a REQUIRED course in their school system. In the United States, astronomy
has not been a required public school
course since 1896, when it was
dropped from the curriculum.
A 60 mm. refractor of good to excellent quality will show the polar caps
and some of the dark areas of Mars.
The red spot of Jupiter and some of
the belts and an occasional festoon
are easy to see. With Saturn’s rings
open, Cassini’s division can be discerned. The Moon, of course, shows
thousands of craters in a 2.4". Epsilon
1 and 2 is a classic double star test. A
less difficult test on a really good
night is the companion of Rigel (it’s a
tough test for a 2" refractor – 50
mm.).
On a really dark night in a 2.4" at low
power, the Lagoon Nebula’s outline is
readily traceable including the “dark
lane” nearly bisecting it in two, and
the globular cluster M13 starts to
show stars at its outer edges. Theoretically, the 2.4" will resolve doubles
down to 1.8" arc, but I’ve elongated
Pi Aquilae into a “breadloaf” with an
intensity minima. That star has a 1.4"
arc separation and both my 2.4" Unitron and 2.4" Zeiss will show it that
way.
The 60 mm. refractor telescope is still
popular today as an instrument to get
started in astronomy, or as a second
or third telescope for traveling or
quick set-up. A 2.4" was my first astronomical telescope in 1956. I collect
2.4"’s and two of them that I once had
I gave to my daughter. (My very first
telescope was a 30 X 40 mm. terrestrial spotter obtained in 1952.) A
friend of mine who owns an 8" Zeiss
refractor also has a 63/840 Zeiss
mounted on it as a “second scope.”
(Continued on page 4)
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Venerable 2.4" (Cont’d from page 3)
The first marking that I saw on any
planet was the South Polar Cap of Mars
– a never-to-be-forgotten-thrill – on
August 14, 1956, the same day that my
Sears 2.4" arrived at my home, then in
Pen Argyl, Pennsylvania. In 1958,
when I graduated from high school, my
2.4" Sears was featured on a doublepage spread in the middle of the class
yearbook, whose theme was the advancement of science in '57-'58 with
the I.G.Y. and the launching of space
satellites.
How many 2.4"’s or similar sizes have
been made in the last one hundred
years or so? I would venture to say in
the millions – especially if one considers all those sold in Japan, the United
States, or in Europe, etc.
The classic 2.4" Unitron F/15 that in
alt-azimuth form originally cost $125
will now run on the collector’s market
~$500, and in the equatorial mode
around $1,100. But a 2.4" Zeiss traveling telescope from the 1920’s or 1930’s
can go for $1,800 to $3,000 – if you
can find someone willing to sell theirs.
Very few 2.4"’s, antique or modern,
have a 6-inch focusing range like the

Philomath, Oregon resident Jerry
Kovacs and his 2.4" Unitron.

earlier 2.4" Zeiss, so it could be used
also as a terrestrial “spotter” if necessary and focus down to about 25 feet
away or less.

behind the lens to cut out edge aberrations. The main objective may have
one of these “diaphragms,” so the 2.4"
may only be 2" clear aperture or less.

There’s something about 2.4" refractors
that transcend their popularity. They
look like what most people think a telescope should look like. 2.4"’s have
been offered on table top mounts for
even more portability. The 50th anniversary of the Mogey firm was celebrated by offering a 2.4" brass model,
even though the 2.4" size was not
among the “standard” product line.

In theory, a 2.4" refractor under dark
skies should reach 11.0 magnitude. But
it will do far better. In the early 1960’s,
both Roger S. Kolman and Thomas
Osypowski reached +12.2 with an even
smaller 2" refractor as part of Kolman’s
experiments with noted AAVSO members participating in finding the real
limits of telescopic magnitude.

If you’re looking for a collectable 2.4"
from the past, look for one that has an
air-spaced objective instead of a cemented one. Most of the imported 2.4"
refractors had cemented objectives
which were cemented usually with Canadian Balsam. Over a 40 to 75 year
period the Balsam dries out and sometimes will separate and if it doesn’t
separate, it can put a strain on the
crown and flint elements – often resulting in astigmatic images.
Firms that offered 2.4" air-spaced objectives were Zeiss, Unitron, Goto, and,
in the 1970’s, some Sears models had
air-spaced O.G.’s. Tasco’s better product line used air-spaced objective
lenses. You can tell if a lens is airspaced by checking to see if there are
three small equidistant
“spacers” (usually aluminum) at the
edge of the objective lens when you
look down the front. Their absence is a
good indication the lens is a cemented
one. Most 60 mm. spotting scopes
(then and now) have cemented objectives.
The future of the 2.4" still looks pretty
good – be it in apochromatic or achromatic form – and some current 2.4"’s
have electronic controls on them. Beware of “department store” 2.4"’s often
advertised and promoted around Christmas time at, say 400X to 575X. The
objectives may be fairly good, but the
mounts are usually rickety and not well
made. Focusers are plastic and wear
quickly, giving a loose focus in a short
time. Finders often have a diaphragm
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Star clusters are ideal targets for
classic 2.4" refractor telescopes.

Walter Scott Houston reached +14.6
with his uncoated 4" Clark refractor
under dark Kansas skies, but when he
moved to Connecticut, he needed a 10"
to do the same.
2.4"’s will undoubtedly be part of the
astronomical scene for the foreseeable
future. Why not drag out your venerable 2.4" refractor and enjoy the glory
of the night sky?
*Rodger W. Gordon is an internationally recognized expert on eyepieces and telescopes. In
1962 he was an independent co-discoverer of the
four day rotation period of Venus’ upper atmosphere. A prolific author, Gordon’s articles have
appeared in Sky & Telescope, Journal of the
Association of Lunar and Planetary Observers,
the former Star and Sky, and Review of Popular
Astronomy. He is one of the few amateur astronomers to have been published in the professional journal, Icarus. He is currently a regular
contributor to The Practical Observer.
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In the well known constellation Scorpius reside many prominent and famous deep-sky objects. Well known is the open
cluster NGC 6231, also known as the “Scorpius Jewel Box”, the globular cluster Messier 4, one of the nearest globular
clusters to us or the open clusters M6 (Butterfly cluster) and M7 (Ptolemy´s cluster) both visible to the naked eye. If you
want to take a step further and observe other objects also situated in this constellation, you can, for example, try to find a
couple of nebulae nicknamed “Cat´s Paw” (NGC 6334) and “War and Peace” (NGC 6357). Within the last one is found
a peculiar open cluster catalogued as Pismis 24, containing interesting massive stars.
On Friday, July 4th, I had the opportunity to drive northwest reaching the Andes mountains with the plan to observe
these nebulae. I set up my telescope in a place named Paramillos (latitude -32 degrees), at nearly 2,700 meters above sea
level and approximately 25 km from Uspallata Valley.

The Southern Hemisphere winter is a good time to observe the region of the sky toward the Milky Way center, with the
constellations Scorpius and Sagittarius very high in the sky. I made the observations that night under a very clear and
steady sky. In the picture I took two days after observing I indicate with a red rectangle the zone where these nebulae can
be founded. You should include these objects in your own observing program if you are thinking of a trip to the southern hemisphere to explore the southern constellations.
Before observing the two main nebulae in the observing program I aimed my 8-inch telescope to the southern region of
the constellation (red circle on the picture above) near the open clusters Collinder 316 and Trumpler 24, both part of the
Scorpious OB1 association, with the plan to identify and observe in detail a nebulosity known as the “Prawn Nebula” (IC 4628).
(Continued on page 6)
©Copyright 2008 The Rose City Astronomers All Rights Reserved.
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Southern Hemisphere Observations

(Continued from page 5)

THE IC 4628 NEBULA
IC 4628 is about 1.5 degrees north of the well known cluster NGC 6231 and situated in the northern side of the open
cluster Trumpler 24. In fact, several stars in the field are members of this wide and sparse cluster. After identifying the
starry field surrounding this nebula, I observed this object with low magnification (42x). At this time the nebula was very
high in the sky, at 79 degrees of altitude. It was visible like an elongated and faint nebulosity in a rich starry field with
some stars forming short chains. You can improve the image using an UHC filter. Using this kind of nebular filter the
nebula looks wider, more contrasted and more elongated in the direction East-West.
A few bright stars are
visible surrounding the
brighter part of the nebula (the only part I can
see with my telescope and
filters) and outline it.
More dim stars are visible
embedded in the nebulosity. A more contrasted
round and small patch is
also visible (number 1 on
the picture) and a bright
narrow filament connects
it with the main part of
the nebula. IC 4628 is a
big nebula, for that reason it is not a good idea
to use high magnification
if you want to observe
the whole object, or at
least the brighter and
more detectable part.
I used an eyepiece that gave me a little higher magnification (53x). Using the UHC filter again the view is still very interesting and some dark structures are visible in the nebula, especially in its western end. A narrow dark lane seems to cross
through the middle of the nebula. Taking the UHC filter off, the zone 1 shows a short line of faint stars very close to
each other and embedded in a faint nebulosity.
Observing IC 4628 with the same low magnification but this time working with an OIII filter, the contrast is maybe a
little worse. In my opinion, the UHC filter works better, definitely. According to several deep-sky observers around the
world, the H beta filter works well on only a very few objects, like the California Nebula (NGC 1499) or the Cocoon
Nebula (IC 5146). However, it was interesting to use it to observe this emission nebula. I was amazed because, in this
case, this filter worked very well. Using low magnification (42x) and this kind of filter the image was very good with a
good contrast and some dark structures within the nebulae were visible. However, the UHC was the best filter to use
observing this diffuse nebula.

NGC 6334, THE “CAT´S PAW” NEBULA
This nebula, also known as “Bear Claw Nebula”, is one of the most prominent locations of massive star formation. The
central region consists of a long filament with seven sites of massive star formation. At a distance of about 5,500 light
years, it is visible in a rich star field when you observe it through a telescope. In the same eyepiece field is visible the dark
nebula Barnard 257 (B257) when observed using low magnification. B257 was barely visible. It helped the identification
of a stellar configuration situated to the west of the dark cloud (to the right on the picture below).
(Continued on page 7)
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Southern Hemisphere Observations

(Continued from page 6)

Focusing attention on NGC 6334 at low magnification, and without filter, three hazy patches
come to view. This nebulosity surrounds stars
which are visible within. In the area indicated by
number 1 nebulosity is visible, and to the right
on the image (west) there are some very faint
stars, very close to each other and embedded in a
faint nebulosity. The most noticeable and bigger
nebulosity is that surrounding the star of magnitude 9.4 HD 156738 (number 2 on the image).
The nebula is also visible to the east of the star,
always showing a smooth appearance. The patch
indicated by number 3 is also visible without filter. Between nebulosity 1 and 3 some of nebulosity is detected embedding the stars situated there.
The east end is more contrasted and easier to see
visually.

THE OBSERVATION WITH UHC FILTER
This kind of filter allows you to see more contrasted nebulosity in zones 1,2 and 3. The zone in 2 is again the brighter
one visible in the field. More structures are visible in this nebula when you use nebular filters. For example, with the
UHC filter you can see the elongated nebulosity marked by the white ellipse. I also observed this nebula with an OIII
filter but the view was not so sharp and contrasted. Even if the nebulosity 2 is clearly visible, some other structures begin
to fade and they become more difficult to see. The H beta filter also works to see this nebula, at least to see its three
brighter patches, but it is not the best option when you want to see it. In my opinion, the best filter to observe this nebula was the UHC, OIII filter in second place and then the H beta.

THE NGC 6357 NEBULA & THE OPEN CLUSTER PISMIS 24
DSS image of NGC 6357 and Pismis
24. North is up.

Approximately 3 degrees from

the bright star Shaula, one of
the bright stars in the Scorpius
tail, is found the diffuse emission
nebula NGC 6357, usually
known as “War and Peace” and
discovered by John Herschel on
June, 8 1837. The first attempt to
see this nebula was using my 8inch telescope without a nebular
filter. After aiming the telescope
to that region of the sky, the
identification of the surrounding
field was easy because there exists
four bright stars with magnitudes
(Continued on page 8)
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Southern Hemisphere Observations

(Continued from page 7)

of 6 and 7 forming a straight line. Actually, they are the brighter stars in the eyepiece field. An open cluster can be found
within the nebula, Pismis 24. After finding the accurate position among the stars of this star cluster (see comments below), I began with the observation of it and the associated nebula NGC 6357. There is an interesting story about this
open cluster:
On the accurate position of the cluster and the nature of the star Pismis 24-1
I read an observing report where the observer claims he could not
observe the cluster Pismis 24. This is a 9.6 magnitude object so it
should be easily visible even with small instruments. I compared
the information given by some planetarium software and by digitized images of the region where the cluster lies. Some sky charts
indicate a wrong position for this cluster. Upper image here shows
the correct position of this peculiar cluster. As the reader can see,
the cluster lies some arc minutes northwest of the position given
by some sky charts (indicated by the red arrow). If you aim your
telescope to this place you will observe “a dark sky without stars”.
Pismis 24-1, also known as HDE 319718 (left picture), a 10.5
magnitude star and member of the cluster, at RA 17h24m43.41s
and Dec -34°11'56.5" (J2000) was previously inferred to have a
mass greater than 200 solar masses. On the paper “Pismis 24-1:
The Stellar Upper Mass Preserved” written by J. Maíz Apellaniz
et. al. and published in January 2007, the team of researchers determined, using data gathered with the HST (Hubble Space Telescope), the Magellan Telescopes in Las Campanas Observatory
(Chile) and the J. Sahade Telescope in Complejo Astronómico El
Leoncito CASLEO (Argentina) that Pismis 24-1 is composed of at
least three objects, the resolved Pismis 24-1SW and the unresolved spectroscopic binary Pismis 24-1NE. Each component has
about 100 solar masses, making them among the more massive
stars

NGC 6357 is classified as an emission nebula. The whole nebula is not visible. However, the brighter part of it is easily
visible, even without using a nebular filter. The brighter part, indicated by the red circle in the DSS image above, is better
viewed using averted vision as a small patch of nebulosity. Very close to it, the small open cluster Pismis 24 is clearly visible. According to the software Skymap, this stellar group has a magnitude of 9.6 and its Trumpler classification is
IV,2,p,n thus indicating associated nebulosity. If you use low magnification, you will see a sort of defocused star (the
brighter in the cluster) and two fainter stars forming a line with that one. Some very faint stars are visible between those
stars and the nebulosity.
Using low magnification, but this time with an UHC filter as help, you can get a more detailed view of the nebulosity.
This looks better, showing an elongated shape and wider toward the direction where the cluster lies. The elongated shape
of the nebula is more obvious using a little higher magnification and the same filter.
I used more power (156x) to see the cluster in detail. At this magnification I could see four stars that remind me of a very
small version of the constellation Sagitta (The Arrow) in the northern sky.
At this magnification I could clearly see the bright star Pismis 24-1 (indicated on the DSS image) and also the star Pismis
24-17 (immediately to the left of Pismis 24-1 on the image). Pismis 24-17 is also a member of the cluster.
For comments or questions about this article please send me an email to mcava@ciudad.com.ar
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Maupin Star Party
June 15-16, 2007
Photography by Anthony Hill

Next Maupin Star Party is September 26 - 28.
http://www.rosecityastronomers.org/sp/maupin.htm

It’s past time to renew your RCA membership!
The membership year runs from July 1 through the end of June. Over 100 families have not yet renewed. Renewal
dues are $24. You can find renewal forms on the RCA website. You can either mail your dues to the address on the
form or bring your check to the next RCA meeting. Help support your club and keep your membership benefits active.

Camp Hancock Star Party
September 26-28
With the grand-daddy of dark sky parties coming up (The Ore- Larry will be taking registrations at the September 15th meetgon Star Party, of course) you might still need another week- ing, or you can mail your registration in to him before then.
Mail In Registration and Payment Deadline is Tuesday, Sepend in late September to wind down your viewing season.
tember 16th. If we don't reach our minimum of 30 people we
will have to cancel the outing. We do have permission again to
use the "Dob Valley", but as of this date we only have 3 people
registered.

September 26-28 will the final RCA outing of the year and
OMSI's Camp Hancock with meals and cabins fits the bill for
a great outing for on cool fall weekend. Dark skies, warm
cabins, real bathrooms, warm showers, good meals and great
friends top off the last outing of the year for RCA. There's
also electrical outlets on both Astronomy Hill and the Ridge
for those who need power for their scopes, ccds and computers. Wireless internet service is also available at Hancock.

©Copyright 2008 The Rose City Astronomers All Rights Reserved.

Lots of information for our outing, including pictures,
downloadable Camp Hancock information, Clarno Fossil bed
information, Driving maps and instructions, etc. can be found
on the newly redesigned RCA website under Star Parties. Join
us for the final fall fling at Hancock.
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES

•

OMSI: The August meeting will be in the planetarium. September and October’s meetings will be in the auditorium. November’s meeting will be in the IMAX, and December’s potluck will be in the auditorium. 180 people came to the NASA
feed of the solar eclipse (and the food was good.)

•

ALCOR: Nominal.

•

Youth Director: There was extensive discussion about the direction and nature of the youth program. Jeannie had attempted
to reach the people the Board had suggested to her, but was
unable to reach them. She has been building a children’s library of books and currently has nine. Jan offered her several
books from the RCA regular library. At the next meeting she
will bring an outline of a program plan for RCA to consider. In
the meantime, she would like us to find out how many kids
there are in RCA families and their ages.

•

Sister Clubs: Carol Huston created two copies of a very lovely
certificate of sister club relationship. Sameer Ruiwale signed it
in a ceremony which was linked by cell-phone to GAMA, and
Jan video-taped it. Jan and Carol will send the certificates to
GAMA with a cover letter from our president. Carol suggested
an article for the Reflector, and Margaret volunteered to write
it.

August 4, 2008
OMSI Classroom 1
Margaret Campbell-McCrea
Attending: Larry Godsey, Dale Fenske, Ken Hose, Greg Rohde,
Jeannie London, Sameer Ruiwale, Carol Huston, Doug Huston, Margaret Campbell-McCrea, Jan Keiski, Board Members; Peter Abrahams, Guest.
The meeting started at 7:12 p.m.
Officer Reports:

•

Secretary: A quorum (10) was met with 10 board members and
one guest attending.

•

Treasurer: RCA has current assets of $19,074.54, and the Site
Fund has current assets of $18,812.52.

•

Programming: Dave Jolle will be speaking on the Allan Array
in the planetarium for the August meeting.

•

Observing: Both the Wilsonville star party and the Trout Lake
Star parties were quite successful. The next event is the Stub
Stewart Star Party on Saturday night, August 9th.

•

Community Affairs: Doug Huston is handling the requests for
Community Affairs while Patton Echols is in Africa. The city
of Portland requested that we bring telescopes to their science
fiction movie festival, but it was decided that this event was not
a good fit because the movies were too early in the evening.
However, we are interested in working with the city on other
events.

•

Media Director: No report. However, Dale’s article was published in the July issue of the Gazette.

•

Membership: We had 16 renewals and 6 new members in July.
We brought in $1,836. Our membership is now at 229. Last
year at the same time, we had 175. There was some discussion
regarding the process of letting A.L. know what our membership is for purposes of receiving the Reflector.

•

New Member Advisor: Jim Reilly reported by email that there
will be a new member orientation at 6:15 p.m. before the general meeting on August 18th.

•

Sales Director: $431 in sales in June.

•

Library Director: Nominal.

•

Telescope Library: A Celestron 8” SCT Ultima 2000, in new
condition, with Goto control, 4 eyepieces, 4 filters and a camera
attachment was just donated to the club.

•

IDA: No report.

•

Magazines: Nominal.

•

Webmaster: No report.

•

Site Committee: Nominal.

•

SIGs: No report.

Old Business

•

Forum/eList: Dave Nemo met with the Forum committee, and
they have decided to start the Forum on August 11th and to
discontinue the email list around September 1st. There will
also be an announcement in the newsletter. Also, at the RCA
meeting on the 18th, he will give a 15-minute demonstration of
how the Forum works in place of Dave Powell’s sky program.
Dave will send an email regarding computer and internet access
in the planetarium to Jim Todd and Matt, to make sure that the
capabilities he needs to do the demonstration are there.

•

Thank you gift to owner of Maupin property: The Board voted
to give a $250 donation to the owner of the property in Maupin
as a thank-you for the expense and time-commitment in allowing us to have three star parties on his property this year. The
vote was 10 yes, 1 opposed.

New Business:

•

Review of bylaws. Since this topic has been tabled several
times, Margaret volunteered to start a new topic on the Forum
so that the Board members can look over the by-laws during the
month and come to the meetings prepared to discuss suggested
changes.

The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Margaret Campbell-McCrea
Action Items:
1.

Sameer will confirm with Dareth that she will write press release and/or article on Christina Lee.

2.

Jan will make sure Jeannie had a working email for Jenny Forrester.

3.

Jeannie will make a plan for the youth program.

4.

Sameer will write a cover letter to GAMA.

5.

Jan and Carol will mail the certificates to Argentina.
(Continued on page 11)
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6.

Margaret will write article on sister club relationship for Reflector.

7.

Carol will continue to find materials for youth program.

8.

Jan will donate books to the youth program.

9.

Dave will confirm that he can do a demonstration of the new
Forum pages in the planetarium.

Telescope Workshop
When: Saturday, September 13, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc.
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island
For more information contact:
Director: John DeLacy johncdelacy@comcast.net
Assistant: Don Peckham don@dbpeckham.com

Science Special Interest Group (SCI-SIG)

Star Party
Autumnal Equinox Celebration
Sept. 6 at Rooster Rock State Park

Next meeting is September 13 at 3pm. Following the Telescope Workshop at Technical Marine Services.
This group is for people who would like to advance their
skills in astronomy beyond casual observing. Various projects that some group members are involved in include; variable and double star observing, occultations, photometry and
astrometry. A science background is not required, however a
curious mind does help.

Fall officially begins with the autumnal equinox, which takes
place on Monday, September 22 at 8:44 a.m. PDT. On Saturday evening, September 6, OMSI, Rose City Astronomers
and Vancouver Sidewalk Astronomers will celebrate the beginning of autumn with a free Star Party! Join us as we gaze
at the pre-autumn night sky at Rooster Rock State Park, located 22 miles east of Portland on I-84 (east of Sandy River)
at exit 25, starting at 8:30 pm. Parking is $3 per vehicle.

Location of TMS -

Members of RCA and VSA will make their telescopes available to anyone who attends, and OMSI Planetarium Manager
Jim Todd will present informal talks on the occurrence. From
beginners to experts of all ages, visitors will have the opportunity to view the stars and other objects through a variety of
telescopes.

Date/Time: Wednesday, September 17, 7 PM.
Topic:“Mathematical Complexity Objects”
Presented by: Bob McGown
Place: Linus Pauling Complex,
3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland.
Contact: Bob McGown (503-244-0078)
or Dareth Murray, (503-957-4499).
http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm

Viewing highlights includes the planet Jupiter, the Moon,
nebulae, clusters, and more!
For possible weather cancellation, call (503) 797-4610 on
September 6 after 3:00 PM to get the latest information.

http://www.rca-omsi.org/clubprojects.htm#telescope
Tom Nathe <tmnathe@verizon.net> RCA SIG coordinator

ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG

RCA ‘Downtowner's’ Lunch
Join us on the first Friday of each month for lunch at a great downtown restaurant (Holidays and such may push us to the second Friday
of some months, check the calendar at http://www.rca-omsi.org).
The location is announced on the RCA general email discussion list.
Information on how to join this list is at http://www.rca-omsi.org/
emaillists.htm
Always great conversation and food.
For more information contact: Margaret Campbell at
mmcrea@nwlink.com
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September 2008
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

7

8

14

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

September 2008________________________________________
Sep 5
Sep 5
Sep 6
Sep 8
Sep 8
Sep 13
Sep 13
Sep 15
Sep 17
Sep 26-27
Sep 26-27

Fri
Fri
Sat
Mon
Mon
Sat
Sat
Mon
Weds
Fri/Sat
Fri/Sat

RCA Star Party
Downtowner’s Luncheon
RCA/OMSI Star Party
Astro Imaging SIG
RCA Board Meeting
Telescope Workshop
Science SIG
General Meeting
Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG
Dark Sky Star Party
Dark Sky Star Party

Stub Stewart State Park
TBD
Noon
Rooster Rock State Park
Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm
OMSI Classroom 1
7pm
Swan Island
10am-3pm
Swan Island
3pm
OMSI Auditorium
7pm
Linus Pauling Complex 7pm
Camp Hancock
Maupin

October 2008__________________________________________
Oct 6
Oct 3
Oct 11
Oct 11
Oct 13
Oct 20
Oct 22

Mon
Fri
Sat
Sat
Mon
Mon
Weds

RCA Board Meeting
Downtowner’s Luncheon
Telescope Workshop
Science SIG
Astro Imaging SIG
General Meeting
Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG

OMSI Classroom 1
7pm
Kell’s
Noon
Swan Island
10am-3pm
Swan Island
3pm
Beaverton Public Library 6:30pm
OMSI Auditorium
7pm
Linus Pauling Complex 7pm

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month. We usually
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium. Occasionally the
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium. Check here each month for details, or look
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org).

RCA CLUB INFORMATION
Message Line: (503) 255-2016
Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org

