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RCA is a member of the 
Astronomical League. 

http://www.astroleague.org 

All are Welcome!  Monday October 15 
Social Gathering: 7 pm.  Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location: OMSI Planetarium 
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Hubble Deep Field above courtesy R. Williams (STScI), the Hubble Deep Field Team and NASA. 

Moon photos below courtesy David Haworth 

RCA OCTOBER 15 GENERAL MEETING 

Astronomical Observing Tips and Tricks 
Presented By Dave Kasnick 

Dave’s presentation is an all inclusive program for amateur astronomers and step by 
step guide.  He will discuss topics beginning with Timing Factors affecting your ob-
serving session, Location, and Preparation and includes check lists and the develop-
ment of an observing plan with an introduction to available astronomical software.  
He then provides familiarity with web based Weather sites and evaluation of Sky 
Conditions. 

After Dave walks us through Set Up, he describes Observing Methods for finding 
those rascal objects.  Various Visual Techniques are discussed.  He then concludes by 
sharing ways to enhance the visual experience with utilization of various eye pieces 
and Accessories like filters. 

Handouts will be provided for attendees. 

URGENT!  If you haven't renewed your Membership by the October 
General Meeting you will be dropped from the club bulletin board, 
RCA email list and will no longer receive the Rosette Gazette by mail 

Elections for club officers will be held at the November meeting. All elected board positions 
are currently open for nominations. If you would like to be nominated for a position, please contact 
Greg Rohde or Andy Phelps. The following is the current slate of nominees and incumbent officers: 

President: Sameer Ruiwale VP Membership: Ken Hose VP Observing: Doug Huston 

VP Communications: OPEN VP Community Affairs: Patton Echols  

Treasurer: Larry Godsey   Secretary: Margaret McCrae 

http://www.astroleague.org
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RCA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and 
Astronomy magazines. The RCA 
member rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year. 
The RCA member rate for 
Astronomy magazine is $34 for one 
year or $60 for two years. For more 
information go to the RCA web site 
and click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, 503-675-
5217, Subscription Coordinator, will 
be taking renewals and new 
subscriptions at the Magazine Table 
before General Meetings. Please 
make checks out to “RCA” and 
allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed.  

Club Officers 
President Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@comcast.net 

Past President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

VP Membership Ken Hose (503) 591-5585 khose@comcast.net 

VP Observing Matt Vartanian (503) 244-5023 matt@vartanian.net  

VP Community Affairs Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

VP, Programming Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 renaissant@comcast.net  

Treasurer Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

Secretary Andy Phelps (503) 408-1758  aphelps@spiritone.com  

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal (503) 708-4180 gazette_ed@comcast.net  

New Member Advisor Jim Reilly (503).493-2386 jim-lorien@granitic.net  

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedw@msn.com  

Library Director Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566 jikeiski@comcast.net 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde (503) 629-5475 gfrohde@yahoo.com 

Observing Site Director David Nemo  (503) 224-6366 david@nemoworld.com 

Media Director Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

IDA Liaison Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 bobmcgown@comcast.net 

OSP Liaison Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Subscription Director Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

SIG Director Tom Nathe (503) 641-3235  tmnathe@verizon.net 

OMSI Liaison Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566  jikeiski@comcast.net 

Youth Programs Director Jenny Forrester (503) 504-8070 jenny@theforrest.org 

Winter Observing 
Well, our gray time of year is descending upon us, earlier than 
normal it seems.  The weather is turning colder, and the rain is 
already starting to come down.  What happened to our Oregon 
Indian Summer and those beautiful autumn days where the sun 
is still shining, the wind is starting to blow, the leaves are turn-
ing to flame colors on the maples, and the chill in the air is 
crisp but dry? 

With this change of seasons, it’s time to get ready for winter 
observing.  If we get any very clear nights in the next four 
months or so, they are sure to be accompanied by really cold 
weather.  While the crisp clear nights can be spectacular, win-
ter observing has its own set of challenges. 

Observing in cold weather can be very rewarding, but to enjoy 
it, you need to be totally prepared.  First consideration is to 
keep warm.  It is important to wear layers of clothing, includ-
ing warm socks, warm gloves, and insulated shoes or boots.  
Skier type clothing is good with the different layers of insula-
tion and polypropolene long undies, t-neck shirts, and socks.  
For the outer layer, I have found that coats made out of micro-

fiber are warmer than nylon or Gortex type fabrics.  A neck 
warmer or scarf makes a big difference, but a critical compo-
nent of your cold-weather outfit would be a hood or hat since a 
lot of body heat is lost through your head.   (Is it from all that 
thinking?) 

To keep my hands warm, I bought some cheap polar fleece 
gloves and cut off the underneath part of the tips of the index 
finger and middle finger, so just the pads of those two fingers 
are exposed.  When it is real cold, I put on a pair of leather 
lined driving gloves underneath the polar fleece gloves and 
still get traction from my fingertips. 

Hand warmers are great to keep you warm – in your pockets, 
in your gloves, and in your leggings.  But, they can also be 
used with your eyepieces or Telrad to keep them from dewing 
over as well.  Another trick to keep you just a little bit warmer 
is to put a towel or some thick fabric on your observing stool 
so there is one more layer of insulation between your body and 
a hard cold surface. 

Don’t underestimate the warming capabilities of a cup of hot 
cocoa or hot soup in the middle of an observing session.  And, 
my last tip for cold-weather observing:  don’t ever drop a 
white Telrad screw in the snow.  You will NEVER find it with 
your red flashlight. 

President’s Message 
By Carol Huston  
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TELESCOPES OF THE ROSE CITY ASTRONOMERS 
Left: LORIEN REILLY’S 8-INCH MEADE MODEL 826 

Lorien is shown standing next to her 1975 Meade reflector. An avid 

amateur astronomer along with her husband and father, she is diligently 

working on the Messier Certificate. 

Below right: DAN GRAY’S 94MM F/7 BRANDON 

This fine “baby blue” VERNONscope & Co. apochromatic refractor 

graces Dan’s astrophotography setup, acting as a guidescope during dark 

sky imaging sessions. 

Members of the RCA 

club view faraway 

galaxies, Martian dust 

storms, and explore 

other wonders of the 

universe with a wide 

variety of classic 

telescopes. 

Above: Dr. WILLIAM MOYNIHAN AND HIS COULTER ODYSSEY II 

Observations contributed by William and his son Michael through their 17.5-inch Coulter 

Dobsonian helped in the creation of the Astronomical League’s Herschel II Certificate. The 

big “Dob” is now used for spotting deep sky objects at the Oregon Star Party. 

 

Right: JIM WOODRUFF’S CRITERION RV-6 DYNASCOPE 

In 1971, this sparkling new 6-inch f/8 equatorial reflector arrived at Jim’s residence. The 

classic Newtonian—one of Criterion’s finest—is used primarily for viewing detail on Mars, 

Jupiter, and Saturn. 

Photography and text by John W. Siple 
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Five open clusters in a row in Cassiopeia. 
THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

Late in the evening of September 10-
11, 2007 I was star hopping my way 
to the faint supernova remnant Abell 
85 in Cassiopeia, and instead found a 
totally unexpected treasure.  

Abell 85 is tucked away several de-
grees north of the bright star Caph, 
(Beta Cas, magnitude 2.3). Checking 
my trusty Sky Atlas 2000 chart 1 it 
was apparent that I could use the 
open star cluster NGC 7790 as part 
of a star hop along the way to the 
SNR. Flipping open Uranometria to 
chart 18 showed that another cluster, 
NGC 7788 was right next door along 
with a bunch of stars bright enough 
to make the star hop fairly easy. 

Going to the scope I quickly found 
7790 and 7788 but I also saw a third 
cluster in the same fov. Fainter than 
the two NGC clusters, it was still a 
distinct open cluster and was in a 
straight line with the other two. Holy 
cow, what a great sight! 

Going back to Uranometria I then 
saw that the fainter cluster was la-
beled Be (Berkley) 58 and what’s 
more there were two other open clus-
ters in a straight line extending to the 
northeast! Sheesh, why didn’t I no-
tice them before? Maybe the dim red 
light of my flashlight, the lateness of 
the hour (about 1:30am), and just 
maybe I was in a bit of a hurry to get 
on to Abell 85… attention can be a 
fickle thing. 

Back to the scope and sure enough, 
although they were not all that bright 
or rich, there were two more recog-
nizable clusters, completing the line 
of five. The other two are labeled Ha 
(Harvard) 21 and King 12.  

As it turned out there’s a sixth clus-

ter, Fr (Frolov) 1 about a quarter 
degree north of this line of clus-
ters, which all told spans only 
about 1.2 degrees. 

Even at my lowest power I 
couldn’t fit them all in one field 
of view but I was enthralled 
nonetheless. I’d never heard of 
this line of clus-
ters and even 
though they’re 
not as visually 
attractive as the 
Double Cluster 
they make an 

amazing sight simply because they’re 
so close together and are in a nearly 
perfect straight line. 

I went back and forth through these 
clusters for the better part of 30 min-
utes before tearing myself away to 
continue looking for Abell 85, the 
reason I was in this neck of the 
woods anyway. As it turned out it 
was too faint for me on this night so 
I’ll have to go back there again 
sometime, but I did take another 
cruise through the line of clusters 
again before heading off to my next 

target. 

I suspect that Harvard 21 and Berk-
ley 58 would be the most difficult 
clusters to see with a smaller scope, 
or in light polluted skies. But don’t 
let that stop you from giving this cor-
ner of our galaxy a look sometime, 
especially if your lowest power eye-
piece can hold all five clusters in the 
same field of view.  

From a true dark sky site I’ll bet 
they’d all look great through an 8 
inch f4 scope… 

This is a three photo composite made 
from Digital Sky Survey images 
showing the line of five open clusters 
in a row in Cassiopeia. The cluster 
Fr 1 is off this line to the north 
(center right). The five cluster line 
spans about 1.2 degrees. 
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Dale Fenske, Matt Vartanian, Greg Rohde, Ken Hose, Carol 
Huston, Jenny Forrester, Tom Nathe, David Nemo, Andy 
Phelps, Jan Keiski, Bob McGown, Sameer Ruiwale, Dareth 
Murray. 
Meeting was called to order by Carol Huston at 7:14pm. 
Board Reports 
• Secretary’s Report – Andy Phelps:  Quorum (10) met 

with 13 voting members present.   
• VP Observing – Matt Vartanian: Star Party at Dethloff’s 

Fri & Sat, 9/7, 9/8 was successful. OMSI will be holding 
the Autumnal Equinox star party at Rooster Rock on 
September 15.  About 35 people have registered for 
Camp Hancock on September 14-16. 

• VP Membership – Ken Hose: August membership report: 
9 new members joined, 33 members renewed, $994 col-
lected in dues. Membership now stands at 175 paid mem-
ber families.  Members who haven’t renewed by the end 
of September will be dropped from the e-list and mailed 
newsletter list. 

• Book Library – Jan Keiski: Club photo albums have been 
restored by WinkFlash.com. Club will purchase PBS 
special entitled “Seeing in the Dark.” 

• Telescope Library – Greg Rohde: Library added 2nd 
Coranado PST. A request was received for information 
about availability of inexpensive used telescope for a 
deserving young astronomer. Discussion was held about 
possibility of donating one of the club’s excess scopes. 
There are legal restrictions concerning a 501c3 entity 
making donations of assets. Discussion was tabled until 
next meeting. 

• IDA – Bob McGown: Spoke about light pollution and 
IDA at Table Mountain Star Party. 

• Webmaster – Dareth Murray: Domain name rca-omsi.org 
will be renewed and website will be slowly transitioned 
to rosecityastronomers.org.  All printed materials will 
now be printed with the new URL. Currently both URLs 
work for RCA site. This will be kept in place for at least 
a year. 

• Site Committee – David Nemo: nominal 
• SIGs – Tom Nathe: nominal 
• Alcor – Dale Fenske: Roster has been sent to Astronomi-

cal League 
• OMSI – Carol and Jan: Auditorium and classroom 1 have 

been reserved for the 2008 RCA General Meetings. If the 
auditorium is not available, the planetarium will the alter-
nate location. The RCA Board Meetings in classroom 1 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
September 10, 2007 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Andy Phelps 

were also reserved for 2008 for the first Monday of every 
month except for Labor Day, September 8. OMSI has 
received a few calls from people who were trying to 
reach RCA but were unable to do so due to our cancelled 
phone number. 

Old Business 
• Action Item:  Patton report on forum issue.  Martin 

Alvey’s latest update.  Website address is now parked.  
Review of latest information and e-list discussion which 
generated many good comments and ideas. A letter has 
been drafted to non-member creator of RCA forum.  Dis-
cussion was held about the creation of a forum communi-
cation website to replace or be used in conjunction with 
the current email list. The board is in favor of utilizing 
the electronic forum that can meet the needs of as many 
members as possible. David Nemo volunteered to lead/
create a committee of board members and general club 
members who will research the viability and options of a 
forum format. Greg Rohde, Sameer Ruiwale and Matt 
Vartanian have volunteered to serve on this committee.  
David will also request participation from other members 
on the e-list who have expressed opinions on both sides 
of the issue. 

• Action Item:  Mentorship program – Jim Reilly and Tom 
Nathe connect.  We have a need for a mentor right now.  
This may be a way to support youth programs during the 
off season.  Tabled until after ALCON. Tabled. 

• Knowledge base on website:  Tom and Doug to build. 
This option should be reviewed in conjunction with the 
forum options above. 

• NWRAL discussion. Tabled. 
• Elections: Delayed due to cancellation of August Board 

Meeting. Nominating committee selected, Andy Phelps, 
Bob McGown, and Greg Rohde. Must place announce-
ment in October newsletter. Current board member inten-
tions: Secretary, VP Observing, VP Programming, and 
President will not return. 

New Business 
• ALCON report -- Committee treasurer David Nemo re-

ported that ALCON showed a financial gain of about 
$5000 which will be split between RCA, AL, and 
NWRAL. RCA’s portion is approximately $2000. There 
were many last minute and on-site registrations. Volun-
teers were very helpful.   

• Report on AL’s Thursday Council Meeting: Carol 
learned that many astronomy clubs offer scholarships to 
young college students and RCA should consider this. 
The concept of “sister clubs” was reviewed.  Carol had 
some suggestions for the AL publicity chairperson who 
had requested some feedback. 

• GAMA connection; Dareth Murray: The GAMA-RCA 
connection has grown with the visits of RCA members to 
Argentina and GAMA members to Portland. It was sug-

(Continued on page 6) 
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RCA LIBRARY 
The Rose City Astronomers maintains a com-
prehensive club library of astronomy related 
articles, books, CDs and videos. These items 
can be borrowed by members through check-
out at the general meetings for a period of one 
month with renewals available by phone or e-
mail to the club library director, Jan Keiski.  
The RCA library is constantly growing 
through many donations and the purchase of 
new materials. A listing of library materials 
(PDF format) can be found at the library web 
page: http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 
Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net) 503-539-
4566 

RCA ‘Downtowner's’ Lunch 
Join us on the first Friday of each month for lunch at a great downtown restau-
rant (Holidays and such may push us to the second Friday of some months, 
check the calendar at  http://www.rca-omsi.org). 
The location is announced on the RCA general email discussion list.  Informa-
tion on how to join this list is at http://www.rca-omsi.org/emaillists.htm 
Always great conversation and food. 
For more information contact: Margaret Campbell at mmcrea@nwlink.com Photo by Jan Keiski 

ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Wednesday, October 17, 7 PM.  
Topic: “The mystery of organic molecules and the ISM ” 
Presented by:  Pat Hanrahan  
Place: Linus Pauling Complex,  
 3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., Portland. 
Contact: Bob McGown (503-244-0078) 
 or Dareth Murray, (503-957-4499). 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/cosmologysig.htm 

Telescope Workshop 
When: Saturday, October 27, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle on Swan Island 
For more information contact:  
Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 
Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

gested that RCA formalize the relationship that exists 
between the two clubs in a sister-club relationship. 
Dareth and Carol will research the sister club concept 
and present findings to board at a future meeting. 

• Youth Programs:  Jenny Forrester: Previously, RCA pur-
chased youth observing programs from AL and these 
have been distributed to youth participants. Future pro-
gram possibilities include family/youth specific star par-
ties. Jenny will be stepping down as youth leader, and 
RCA will need to find a new youth director. 

• Proposal from Charles Fu of Zen-Ray Optics; RCA has 
been asked to evaluate new astronomy products. This 
would include possibly selling them through the sales 
table. Sameer will follow up. 

• Proposal from Jay Wilkins to present to RCA general 
meeting and set up a table.  (Carol e-mailed this to all 
board members on about July 24.) Jay inquired about 
starting a SIG. The SIG director felt that the subject mat-
ter was implausible and would communicate with Jay.  

Board Meeting Minutes  (Continued from page 5) Also, Matt Brewster needs to respond to Jay regarding 
Jay’s request to present his topic at an RCA general 
meeting.  

• Joining ASOP’s Night Sky Network – Dareth and Carol 
will follow up. 

• RCA Awards committee:  This committee should be pro-
active with AL awards in addition to the RCA awards 
presented in December. 

• Park Liaison – Greg Rohde is Stub Stewart liaison. 
• City Liaison (City of Beaverton?  City of Portland?  City 

of Gresham?) Tabled. 
• Greg Rohde: There are 7 UNIX/sparks stations 

(computers) that were donated for use with ALCON that 
need to be disposed of. Discussion was held about what 
to do with these. The board decided that these machines 
have no value. Greg will dispose of them as he sees fit.  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:01pm. 
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Partial Solar Eclipse September, 11  2007 
Report by Leo Cavagnaro from Mendoza, Argentina 

On September, 11 we had the opportunity to observe, 
from South America, a very interesting partial solar 
eclipse. This was the 6th partial eclipse of Saros 154, a 
young Saros Cycle. The phenomenon was visible only in 
part of South America and part of Antarctica. The map 
( left) shows the region on the planet where the eclipse 
was visible). 

We had a clear morning sky here in Mendoza so the 
eclipse was visible very well. The beginning was at 
07:37 am ( 10:37 am UT), a few minutes before sunrise, 
with the Sun at 1.6 degrees below the Horizon in that 
moment. The maximum of the eclipse was at 08:39 am 
local time ( 11:39 am UT) with the Sun at 11.3 degrees 

of altitude. From this city, the eclipse magnitude was 
0.54 (54%). 

Last year ( on September 22) we could enjoy a simi-
lar eclipse ( but of smaller magnitude) from Uspal-
lata, during our 1st Joint Astronomical Observations 
with our friends of RCA who visited Mendoza. 

The eclipse of September 11 finished at 09:47 am 
local time ( 12:47 pm UT), with the Sun at 25 de-
grees of altitude. 

I took some pictures from my house in Mendoza City 
using just a digital camera ( Canon A570 IS) and 
Mylar filter. Here I send a couple of pictures. In the 
first one you can see the shadow of a tree.  

The next solar eclipse visible from Argentina will 
occur on July 11, 2010. This will be a total eclipse 
and the totality will be visible from Patagonia (South 
Argentina). Unfortunately with the Sun very very 
low above the West Horizon, with the Total phase 
beginning some minutes before sunset). Maybe a best 
option to observe that eclipse would be the coast of 
South Chile. 
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

November 2007________________________________________ 
Nov 2 Fri Downtowners Luncheon TBD Noon 
Nov 5 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Nov 19 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Planetarium 7pm 
Nov 21 Wed Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
Nov 24 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

October 2007__________________________________________ 
Oct 1 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom 1 7pm 
Oct 5 Fri Downtowner’s Luncheon TBD Noon 
Oct 15 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Planetarium 7pm 
Oct 17 Wed Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
Oct 27 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am-3pm 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

