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RCA is a member of the 
Astronomical League. 

http://www.astroleague.org 

We are the first generation to have a fairly 
detailed scientific history of the neighbor-
hood that we call our Universe.  Taking a 
broad perspective, we take a look at this his-
tory and focus on several questions about the 
evolution of our Universe.  What are the ba-
sic building blocks that make up matter and 
forces and where did it all come from?  If the 
Universe began in a state of initial sameness 
(i.e., symmetry) and if the underlying build-
ing blocks of matter and forces are identical, 
how can we explain all the richness and dif-
ferences in the things we see around us?  
Jack Semura is a theoretical physicist at Port-
land State University who works in an area 
that he calls cosmological complexity—
combining the ideas of complexity and cos-
mology to study evolution and emergence in 
the Universe. 

All are Welcome!  Monday October 17 

Social Gathering: 7 pm.  Meeting Begins: 7:30 pm. 

Location: OMSI Auditorium 

October General Meeting 
“The History and Evolution of the Universe” 

Presented by Dr. Jack Semura 

Hubble Space Telescope Image of the Carina 
Nebula (NGC 3372) courtesy Greatest Im-
ages of NASA  http://grin.hq.nasa.gov/ 

http://grin.hq.nasa.gov/
http://www.astroleague.org
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RCA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One of the benefits of RCA 
Membership is a reduced rate 
subscription to Sky & Telescope and 
Astronomy magazines. The RCA 
member rate for Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $32.95 for one year. 
The RCA member rate for 
Astronomy magazine is $34 for one 
year or $60 for two years. For more 
information go to the RCA web site 
and click on any of the links for 
magazines. Larry Godsey, 503-675-
5217, Subscription Coordinator, will 
be taking renewals and new 
subscriptions at the Magazine Table 
before General Meetings. Please 
make checks out to “RCA” and 
allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed.  

Club Officers 
President Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@comcast.net 

Past President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

VP Membership Ken Hose (503) 591-5585 khose@comcast.net 

VP Observing Matt Vartanian (503) 244-5023 matt@vartanian.net  

VP Community Affairs Jeff Sponaugle (503) 590-5522 jsponaugle@kryptiq.com 

VP, Programming Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 m_brewster@juno.com  

Treasurer Ed Epp (503) 284-5834 epp@zdome.net 

Secretary Ken Cone  (503) 292-0920 kcone@hevanet.com  

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal (503) 708-4180 gazette_ed@comcast.net 

New Member Advisor Jim Reilly (503).493-2386 jimrpdx@granitic.net  

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedw@spiritone.com  

Library Director Jan Keiski (503) 539-4566 jikeiski@comcast.net 

Telescope Director Greg Rohde (503) 629-5475 gfrohde2000@yahoo.com 

Observing Site Director David Nemo  (503) 224-6366 david6366@msn.com 

Media Director Patton Echols (503) 936-4270 mpecho@rdrop.com 

IDA Liaison Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 bobmcgown@comcast.net 

OSP Liaison Dareth Murray (503) 957-4499 darethlee@comcast.net  

Camp Hancock Liaison Glenn Graham (503) 579-1141 the.grahams@verizon.net 

Subscription Director Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@comcast.net 

SIG Director    

Youth Programs Director Jenny Forrester (503) 504-8070 jenny@theforrest.org 

We are the chosen! 
In August, the Astronomical League held its annual convention and 
meetings in Kansas City.  At that time, RCA Member Bob McGown 
attended and presented to the AL Executive Council our proposal to 
host the 2007 annual convention (ALCON 2007) here in Portland.  
In preliminary discussions of this proposal, no less than a dozen 

Board members and RCA members have stepped forward to volunteer to be on the convention com-
mittee if we should get the nod.  Several board members got together to develop a proposal that high-
lighted what RCA had to offer ALCON 2007, what Portland had to offer ALCON 2007, and what 
Portland had to offer participants and families as side extensions of that conference. 
Against two other bids at Kansas City vying for the 2007 conference, RCA was chosen to host AL-
CON 2007.  Preparations for an event such as this generally start around 18 months before the activ-
ity date, so in the months to come, you will be seeing a formal convention committee form and ex-
pand, and you will have an opportunity to volunteer to participate in the convention preparations. 
This will be a unique astronomical event that will promote astronomy in our community  as well as 
on a national front with AL member societies.  We are excited at the prospects of sharing what RCA 
has to offer.  We are the chosen! 

    President’s 
Message 

 

By 
Carol Huston 

October 2005 
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I began reading Mapping and Naming the Moon by 
Ewen A. Whitaker, subtitled “A History of Lunar Cartography 
and Nomenclature,” with some concern that the book would be 
dry and overly scholarly, loading every other word with a foot-
note and burdening the text with arcane historic and linguistic 
details.  Instead, Dr. Whitaker has written a book that is quite 
readable and interesting, and he thankfully placed all the ar-
cane historic and linguistic details in a series of appendices, 
from A to V, at the back of the book.  That leaves the core of 
the book for the main questions:  Who first published maps of 
the moon, how did they label and name the various features, 
and how did the tangled net of discrepancies between various 

lunar maps and naming systems get straightened out to today’s 
system?  Dr. Whitaker is certainly qualified to discuss this 
topic.  He was part of the IAU’s Task Force for Lunar Nomen-
clature that did a great deal of the straightening out.  The book 
is a bit of an historic detective novel.  It tracks down the 
source of every name that has ever been applied to any lunar 
feature, whether we acknowledge the existence of that feature 
or not given today’s hyper-sensitive imaging capabilities, and 
creates a clear picture of the muddy mess the IAU inherited. 

Making the book even more readable, Dr. Whitaker 
divides each chapter into short sections with subtitles such as 
“Russell Goes in One Direction“ and “Schröter Goes in An-
other.”  There’s just enough touch of humor, straightforward 
classy writing, and not a trace of historical cheerleading or 
scolding or revisionism, to make the book a smooth read.  My 
one complaint is that after Dr. Whitaker painstakingly traces 
out the roots of the problem, and then outlines the sensitive 
committee politics involved in creating a uniform system, he 
rushes the end.  It’s almost as if he says, “and then they all 
agreed on the solution and went home to bed.  Good night.”  
After he got me into the problem, I wanted to spend more time 
with the problem-solving.  I like to watch good scientific 
minds at work. 

I don’t believe there’s a single other book on this sub-
ject in the world.  It’s unique, interesting, and those 22 appen-
dices at the end of the book make a great reference resource 
for dipping into.  It is also generously illustrated with good 
reproductions of the maps in discussion so it’s easy to follow 
the discussion, and includes Dr. Whitaker’s knowledgeable 
comments on the quality of the popular reproductions or the 
cartography.  If you’re building a lunar section to your astro-
nomical bookshelf, Mapping and Naming the Moon is a 
worthwhile addition. Set it on the shelf next to Rükl’s Atlas. 

Reviewed by Margaret Campbell-McCrea 

Book Review 
“Mapping and Naming the Moon” by Ewen A. Whitaker 

Image courtesy NASA and the National Space Science Data Center. 

YERKES, THE WONDERFUL 
AND FAMOUS OLD OBSERVA-
TORY AND ITS GROUNDS ARE 
IN DANGER OF BEING SOLD TO 
A DEVELOPER by the University 
of Chicago. Yerkes is a 100-year-
old observatory located in Wil-
liams Bay, Wisconsin.  It has five 
research telescopes, one of which 
is the largest refractor in the world. 
If you would like to know more 
about this impending tragedy, 
please visit this website and take 
action as you see fit: 
http://www.saveyerkes.com 

http://www.saveyerkes.com
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Rose City Astronomers ‘Downtowner's’ Lunch 
Join us on the first Friday of each month for lunch at the Great China Seafood restaurant 
(Holidays and such may push us to the second Friday of some months, check the calendar at 
http://www.rca-omsi.org). 
Cost is $6.50 for all-you-can-eat Chinese Buffet Lunch. 
Great China Seafood restaurant 
334 N.W. Davis, Upstairs on the 2nd floor 
Great conversation and buffet lunch. 
For more information contact: Margaret McCrea at mmcrea@nwlink.com 

Observing Site Committee 
To lead and coordinate efforts of the Rose City Astronomers 
(RCA) in securing and managing a variety of observing sites 
for private use by members, and for community outreach and 

special events organized by the RCA. 
Please Support the Site Fund RAFFLE 
at the Club Meeting by buying tickets or 
donating prizes. CASH accepted any-
time! 
Please Check  
http://nemoworld.com/RCA/sitehome.htm  
for more information. 
Or Contact: David Nemo 
<david6366@msn.com> 

Telescope Workshop 
Date/Time: Saturday, October 15, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Place: Technical Marine Service, Inc. 
6040 N. Cutter Circle  
on Swan Island 
For more information contact:  
Director: John DeLacy  johncdelacy@comcast.net 
Assistant: Don Peckham  don@dbpeckham.com 

The Junior RCA is a program of observing for Children ages 13 and under!  The program in-
volves gaining knowledge and experience in observational astronomy with experts from the 
amateur astronomy community.  The culmination of the child's work will result in  recognition 
at the general meetings (if a child does not want public recognition, that's fine, too!).  Each of 
these young amateur astronomers will receive a certificate and medallion, as well as the op-
portunity to become an expert resource for other child astronomers following them through 
the program. 
Kids ages 12 and under are invited to attend the Junior Rose City Astronomers during the 
monthly general RCA meetings, the 3rd Monday of every month from 7:30 p.m. until 9:00 
p.m.  Contact Jenny Forrester at jenny@theforrest.org for information. 

RCA LIBRARY 
The Rose City Astronomers maintains a 
comprehensive club library of astronomy 
related articles, books, CDs and videos. 
These items can be borrowed by members 
through checkout at the general meetings 
for a period of one month with renewals 
available by phone or e-mail to the club 
library director, Jan Keiski.  
The RCA library is constantly growing 
through many donations and the purchase 
of new materials. A listing of library materials (PDF for-
mat) can be found at the library web page: http://
www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 
Penny Henning recently joined the library staff.  She 
joins Tammy Ross, Chris Steinkamp and Carolyn Nis-
sen. 

Jan Keiski (jikeiski@comcast.net) 
503-539-4566 

ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 
Date/Time:   Thursday, October 20, 7 PM.  
Speaker: Dennis Anderson  
Topic: “Space Time” 
Place: Linus Pauling Complex, 3945 S.E. Hawthorne 
St., Portland. 
Contact: Bob McGown (503-244-0078) 
or Dareth Murray, (503-957-4499) for more information. 
We are looking for speakers to lead a discussion. 
What is your favorite topic in Astrophysics or Cos-
mology? Let's talk about it! Call Bob at 503-244-0078 
or email him: bobmcgown@comcast.net  

http://nemoworld.com/RCA/sitehome.htm
http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm
http://www.rca-omsi.org
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THE OBSERVER’S CORNER Howard Banich 

Selected observations from the 2005 Oregon Star Party 
I recently found myself in a dream. I was at the 2005 Oregon 
Star Party under a wonderfully dark and clear sky, the seeing 
was excellent and I had a 28 inch f4 telescope at my disposal. 
Usually dreams like this end just as they’re getting interesting, 
but then this wasn’t an ordinary dream, this one was real - 
pinch me, I’m awake! 
The 2005 edition of the OSP was awesome, and for six nights I 
had a blast. Arriving on Tuesday August 30 found an fairly 
large group of people already set up and ready to observe, 
which wasn’t too surprising because there’s always someone 
here before I show up. I packed up for home on Monday Sep-
tember 5 and was so tired that I felt like I’d been observing for 
a month, but then that’s one of the hallmarks of a successful 
star party.  
Great observing is what usually defines the success of a star 
party so rather than elaborate on the daytime events of the star 
party, which were excellent by the way, I’ll stick to some ob-
servational highlights. Fortunately, there are a lot of those. 
So what did I look at during this dream of a star party? Well 
hang on, here we go, night by night – selected observation 
from the 2005 Oregon Star Party. 
Night 1, August 30 - 31 
Clear from dusk to dawn, lowest temperature 38F. Slight 
breeze until about 11pm, then nearly calm. Moonrise about 
3am. 
Seeing 7 to 8.5 
Transparency 9 
Limiting magnitude 6.7+ , M33 easily visible with unaided 
vision 
M22 was first. Even though it was low in the south from 44 
degrees north it’s still a glorious sight, especially when the 
seeing is steady. As I was looking at the globular at low power 
(105x) it was immediately apparent that the scopes tracking 
was way off. This required turning on my laptop to properly 
reset the latitude for the OSP site, and soon the wall paper im-
age on my screen came up – which happens to be: 

Minus the meteor, that was exactly the sky I saw looking south 
– pretty cool to see two versions of the same sky at once. For-
tunately the latitude was easily reset, thank you Dan Gray, and 
I was quickly back to observing.  
I made my way north up the Milky Way; the Lagoon, Trifid, 
Swan and Eagle nebulae and then the Small Sagittarius Star 
Cloud. They all looked fabulous and I found myself lingering 
on them each, but the Swan (M17) was stupendous. The week-
end before OSP I’d installed a filter wheel and so this was my 
first chance to try it out. Rapidly switching from OIII, UHC 
and h-beta filters comparing the views was as much fun as it 
was instructive. Even though each filter needed to be slightly 
refocused it was usually obvious which one gave the best 
view.  
In the case of M17, the UHC was best even though the OIII 
gave slightly better contrast. The unfiltered view had perhaps 
about 75% of the detail seen in the UHC view. The h-beta 
view was nearly dark.  
After some excellent views of Barnard’s E, the Ring Nebula 
and getting skunked by the planetary Abell 56 in Aquila, I 
settled in on the Saturn Nebula. This instantly became the best 
view ever of this great planetary. 

The central star was easily visible for about ten minutes at all 
powers up to 818x when the seeing was at its best This star is 
often obscured by average seeing conditions, which is most of 
time back home, so this was a rare sight. The interior of the 
planetary had the appearance of two nested rings tilted in re-
spect to each other and sharing the ansae at each end. The ends 
of each ansae had a bright knot of material that were each a 
little wider than the arms. Now that I’m thinking about it, the 
overall effect was somewhat like a toy gyroscopes. Hmmm, 
“the Gyroscope Nebula”… nah, this one already has a great 
name. 
The galaxy cluster Abell 347 was stupendous sight and easily 
found. Near the gorgeous edge on galaxy NGC 891, I counted 
20 galaxies within a few square degrees. Cruising though at 
197x  for over an hour was great stuff. 
The planetary Abell 2 was next. It showed itself as a round, 
vague glow that with enough power (467x) was seen with di-
rect vision. It had a subtle but definite annular look, with the 
center slightly darker than the rim. A star was seen within the 

(Continued on page 6) I like the real version a little better but this is nice too. 

Saturn Nebula sketch                  Saturn Nebula sketch inverted 
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planetary, but it’s obviously off center. Surprisingly, the view 
was best without a filter. 
The moon rose about this time so I had my first look at Mars. 
For the first ten minutes the view was very sharp and clear, 
and by the time I had the binoviewer set up the seeing had 
started to soften. But those first few minutes with the 7mm 
Nagler were magical. 
Night 2, August 31 – September 1 
Clear from dusk to dawn, lowest temperature 38F. Slight 
breeze until about midnight, then nearly calm. Moonrise a few 
minutes after 4am.Lowest temperature 40F. 
Seeing 7 to 8 
Transparency 8 to 9 
Limiting magnitude 6.7+ , M33 easily visible with unaided 
vision 
I seem to start off clear nights at the OSP in much the same 
way – M22, M8, M20, M17, M16, and the Small Sagittarius 
Star Cloud. NGC 6520 and B86 are usually in the mix too. 
Notable in this tour was that I could resolve the five stars in 
the center of the Trifid nebula, a rare treat.  
But my real goal for the early hours of darkness was the very 
cool planetary nebula, Abell 39. I’d seen it several times from 
western Oregon earlier this summer, but it was a much more 
memorable sight in a truly dark sky. 

I could see that the perimeter of the planetary was distinct, 
maybe even a little brighter than the interior, which was a very 
even haze. The OIII filter gave the best view of the perimeter, 
and I could easily see two stars within the planetary without 
the filter, one of which was right at the center.  
Also seen without a filter was a small, very faint and distinct 
bright area that’s a distant background galaxy seen through the 

planetary – how cool is that! It took extreme averted vision 
and high magnification (654x) to pull it out, and I was thrilled 
to have detected it.  
Overall, Abell 39 looked best at 197 with the OIII filter, and 
for me it became an instant classic. The reference photo was 
taken by the 3.5 meter WIYN telescope. I’m amazed that I 
could see so much of what’s there. 
Abell 72 is a planetary that’s also joined by a faint galaxy, 
only this one is seen just outside the nebula. Also notable was 
the rich star field in and around Abell 72, and that none of 
them seemed to be the central star. 

The planetary was best seen at 297x and with the OIII filter, 
but the galaxy was seen only at 569x without a filter. 
NGC 1569 is a unique galaxy. At first glance it has a distinct 
similarity to a comet, but closer inspection shows that some-
thing’s going on toward the brighter end. Increasing the power 
improved the view up to 654x, where the three elongated 
bright areas toward one end were best seen. The view re-
minded me somewhat of photos of comet Shoemaker-Levy 9.  

The fainter, broader end of the galaxy seemed to be made of 
three streamers, adding to the appearance of a comet. It turns 
out that 1569 is an irregular star burst galaxy, and the bright 
knots are areas of intense star formation. A great sight, defi-
nitely a highlight. 
The galaxy duo IC 298 A/B had been on my “observe!” list for 
several years, and in the early morning hours of this beautiful 
OSP night I finally swung the scope over for a look. 
I’d noted this as the “number 10”galaxies on my charts, but I 
didn’t expect to see a perfect number “10”, as the reference 
photo I’d saved suggested at best that I see something that 

The Observers Corner (Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Abell 39 inverted sketch               Abell 39 sketch 

Abell 39, 3.5meter WIYN telescope 

Abell 72 sketch                             Abell 72 sketch inverted 

NGC 1569 sketch inverted           NGC 1569 sketch 



©Copyright 2005  The Rose City Astronomers  All Rights Reserved.           Page 7 

looked a lot more like the letters ”IC”. That would be more 
appropriate anyway. 
It took some searching at medium high powers to see IC 
2998A/B at all, and at 654x there they were - 

Although slightly upside down, they really did look like the 
letter “IC”. How about that! 
A quick look at Mars followed, but I was mostly asleep by this 
point (post 3am-ish) that I wasn’t too disappointed that the 
view wasn’t as sharp as the night before. Time for some shut 
eye. 
Night 3, September 1 - 2 
High, thin clouds all night. Never overcast but always some 
clouds visible. Very clear in between though. Moonrise 
5:13am, just a few minutes before twilight began. Lowest tem-
perature 45F. 
Seeing 7 to 8.5 
Transparency 0 to 9Limiting magnitude 0 to 6.7+ , M33 easily 
visible with unaided vision when not obscured. 
The clouds had been around for most of the day and didn’t 
look like they would totally clear during the night. Even so I 
was able to observe a few objects in the mostly clear parts of 
the sky, and they looked great. Seeing was nice and steady, 
which helped the quality of the views a lot. 
The Footprint Nebula, Mi-92, is small and needs good seeing 
to be able to see its shape well. The seeing was at its best when 
I made this sketch at 654x: 

The sketch makes it looks more distinct and larger than what I 
saw at the eyepiece. This is a tiny object that gets swallowed 
up in average seeing, and getting a definite observation needs 
really good seeing. I feel darn lucky to have gotten such a top 
notch look. Best look was without a filter. 
The galaxy cluster Abell 2634 is a huge, sprawling group of 
faint fuzzies that are fairly evenly spread around. The excep-

tion is a distinctive group of seven galaxies near the center of 
the cluster: 

I tried magnifications of 197x to 654x, using the higher powers 
for this central group. The inverted sketch actually does a 
pretty decent job of illustrating what I saw at the eyepiece – 
terrific sight. 
Mars was tantalizing in the early morning hours. The seeing 
was slowly improving as dawn began and I couldn’t take my 
eyes away from the eyepiece. Part of the appeal was a rela-
tively bright field star in the same fov. It was slowly tightening 
up into a smaller and more stable image, with fragments of 
diffraction rings popping into view every so often, but the de-
tail on Mars never really sharpened up as much as I thought it 
should. Even so, the best view came at 569x. Limb haze was 
not as bright as the previous two nights and the NPH was al-
most as bright as the SPC.  
No matter, the best views were yet to come. 
Night 4, September  2 - 3 
High, thin clouds all night. Never overcast but always some 
clouds visible. Very clear in between though. New moon. Low-
est temperature 40F. 
Seeing 7 to 8.5 
Transparency 6 to 3 
Limiting magnitude 2 to 6.0 , M33 not visible with unaided 
vision at any time. 
My sister Maryanne arrived from California today. The high 
clouds that had persisted all day hung around in varying thick-
nesses, but we did enjoy a lot really clear sky too. We shared 
views through her 12.5 inch f4 and my scope, and visited with 
friends well into the evening.  
The Swan Nebula was the highlight of the early evening and 
provided astonishingly detailed views with the OIII, UHC and 
no filter at all. Later in the evening the Pleiades and M31 were 
tremendous through Maryanne’s scope – they were perfectly 
framed. The Pleiades were wrapped in nebulosity with the 
Merope Nebula as the most obvious part. It had a yellowish 
hue while the fainter nebulosity was whitish-blue. M31, 32 and 
110 all fit in the same 35mm Panoptic field of view, and 
M31’s two dark lanes were prominent. A beautiful sight. 
The seeing was quite good in the early morning hours and 
Mars looked terrific again - I’m going to have to make a 
sketch, but tonight wasn’t the time. The camaraderie of sharing 
views and visiting under the stars is a pleasure too rare to pass 
up. 
 

The Observers Corner (Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

IC 298 A/B sketch inverted          IC 298 A/B sketch 

Footprint Nebula sketch inverted     Footprint Nebula sketch 

Abell 2634 GC sketch inverted      Abell 2634 GC sketch 
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Night 5, September 3 - 4 
Cloudy all day, but started to clear around 10pm. Mostly clear 
by 1:30am but some high clouds remained all night. The Moon 
rose after the sun. Lowest temperature 43F. 
Seeing 8 to 9 
Transparency 0 to 9 
Limiting magnitude 0 to 6.7+ , M33 easily visible with unaided 
vision when not obscured. 
The late afternoon clouds turned into a nearly overcast sky by 
sunset and it looked like we might get skunked. There was an 
internet chat going on with a group of amateur astronomers 
from Argentina (GAMA) in the satellite internet trailer and I 
joined in for awhile. They were having a nice dinner at the 
home of one of their members, and a continent away we were 
huddled in a small trailer - pretty darn cool really. But around 
10pm the clouds started parting so the conversations quickly 
wrapped up and we happily made our way back to our scopes. 
It took several hours for the sky to become mostly clear, and 
some variable high clouds stayed around until dawn.  
The big deal tonight was Mars. The best seeing of the star 
party settled in with the variable high clouds, and even though 
deep sky observing was still quite excellent at times it wasn’t 
up to what the first two nights delivered. But with the great 
views of a 14 arc second diameter Mars that didn’t matter. 

By 4am just about every one still on the observing field had 
their scope on Mars even though it was obviously behind a 
band of thin clouds. Overall the image was nice and sharp 
showing excellent surface detail even without color filters.  
I had a small crowd around the scope for about an hour during 
the best seeing period, and two guys in particular had the same 
comments after coming down the ladder. The were “amazed 
that a larger reflector could produce such a clean image” and 
each went back up for a second look. I think they were under 
the mistaken impression that a large reflector couldn’t be a 
good planetary scope. 
Aside from the great image quality, the most remarkable fea-
ture on Mars a dark notch on the terminator just at the edge of 
the North Polar Hood. At the time I thought it might be a 
shadow cast by the NPH, but later at home looking at photos 

on the “marsobservers” Yahoo group seems to show that this 
is really a dark surface feature right on the terminator, perhaps 
Propontis. Regardless, very cool to see. The NPH was very 
bright and blended into the limb haze that then joined into the 
SPC haze. The actual SPC was a small patch only slightly 
whiter and brighter than the surrounding clouds.  
Mare Sirenum, Mare Cimmerium and Mare Tyrrhenum were 
the dominant dark features. The light feature Hesperia was 
seen rather easily between Cimmerium and Tyrrhenum.  
Aside from the dark green-grey surface features, the surface of 
Mars was a distinctive yellow-orange and quite 3D. I hope for 
another night of this quality near opposition when the Srytis 
Major region is in view. But whatever may come, this was 
great and I went to sleep with a big smile. 
Night 6, September 4 - 5 
Partly cloudy all day, but clearing began around 10pm. Clear 
by midnight and transparency continued improving until 
dawn. The Moon rose after the sun. Lowest temperature 39F. 
Seeing 7 
Transparency 0 to 9  
Limiting magnitude 6.8, M33 obvious with direct vision by 
2am. 
We were treated to a beautiful sunset with way too many 
clouds, but eventually the sky completely cleared and we had a 
classic OSP sky. Very dark and transparent with good seeing 
until dawn - now we’re talking, and I jumped into more galaxy 
groups. I took on Abell’s 2162, 2197 and 2589 in a row and 
had a blast, but after three groups of faint fuzzies I was ready 
for something singular and relatively brighter. 
The barred spiral galaxy NGC 7479 fit the bill. Although past 
the meridian by now (2am) it was still rather well placed. At 
first the two spiral arms were too faint to see easily and I won-
dered if I was looking at the right object. But with a few min-
utes of averted vision they slowly gained prominence, espe-
cially the top arm as shown in my sketch, and soon they were 
fairly easy to see. 7479 became an elongated, lazy backward 
“S” with a sprinkling of foreground stars  to enhance the view. 
A lovely sight at 467x.  

Since M33 was so easy to see with unaided vision, it was now 
time for a look through the scope. The detail was overwhelm-
ing at first. The three main spiral arms were prominently subtle 
– easily seen but with low contrast. Numerous HII regions and 
huge star clouds dotted the spiral arms. There was also a large, 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

The inverted sketch isn’t far off what I saw of NGC 7479’s spi-
ral arms. 
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faint background to the main spiral arms that extended the 
width of M33 considerably. What an amazing view. 
The brightest HII region in M33 is NGC 604, and it was blaz-
ing. It has a unique shape at higher powers, somewhat like a fir 
tree, and has several 17th magnitude stars embedded in it. The 
view of these details was terrific at 818x and the nebula was 
slightly enhanced with the OIII filter. The unfiltered view was 
best because the embedded stars were visible. 

It was now about 4:30am and Orion was about as high as it 
would get before dawn began. The Horsehead was next and it 
proved to be one of the better views I’ve had of this often diffi-
cult to see dark nebula. It was detectable without a filter and 
was quite obvious with the h-beta filter. I could see the gently 
curved edge on the top of the snout area which was pretty ex-
citing as I’d seen this well only once before. But dawn would-
n’t hold off forever so it was time to move on. 
To M42, of course. You know those incredible images you’ve 
seen in magazines and on the web? Well, this was nothing like 
that. It was better. There were several color scheme’s blending 
into each other. The turbulent electric turquoise that surrounds 
the Trapezium was the brightest and gradually blended into the 
much fainter interior nebulosity as a subtle rosy-grey. The two 
dominant wings were a brownish-ochre, and gradually blended 
into a soft grey, tufted arc that looped back around to the form 
a full ring. All this was punctuated by myriads of bluish-white 
stars from faint to blazing. Trying the OIII, UHC and h-beta 
filters presented fascinating changes in the appearance of M42 
but the non-filtered view was by far the best.  
The four bright stars of the Trapezium were closely attended 
by two fainter but readily seen E and F stars. The area around 
the Trapezium is littered with faint stars, like diamond chips 
laying within in translucent layers of velvet and smoke.  
The Running Man (NGC 1973-75-77) nebula looked like a 
short time exposure of water flowing in a stream, a lovely 
sight. Just then dawn became apparent and the sky started to 
transition from black to a dark blue. Gradually, tints of orange 
and red graced the northeastern horizon complimenting the 
dark blue sky and fading stars. The only sounds were my 
breathing and heartbeat.  
The 2005 Oregon Star Party was over and all that was left was 
to get some sleep, pack up and head for home. Bittersweet to a 
degree, but this ending was greatly tempered by all the new 
memories, camaraderie, and the undeniable fatigue. Six con-

secutive all-nighters take a toll, but I was still smiling for days 
after returning home.  
Heck, I’m still smiling. 

(Continued from page 8) 

NGC 604 sketch inverted             NGC 604 sketch 

Comic provided free of charge by http://www.astronerds.com  

http://www.astronerds.com
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President Carol Huston called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm 
 

Board members present:  Ken Cone, Patton Echols, Ed Epp, 
Dale Fenske, Larry Godsey, Ken Hose, Carol Huston, Jan 
Keiski, Dareth Murray, David Nemo, Greg Rohde, Matt Var-
tanian 

 
Board Reports 
• Secretary’s Report – Ken Cone:  Quorum (12) met with 

12 voting members present.   
• Treasurer’s Report – Ed Epp:  $14,254.01 balance on 

hand.  Ed presented July1 through Sept 12 budget vs. ac-
tual expenses. 

• VP Programming – Matt Brewster: no report. 
• VP Observing – Matt Vartanian: Upcoming Star Parties: 

Sept 17th Autumnal Equinox, and Camp Hancock on Sep 
30 – Oct 2 weekend. 

• VP Community Affairs – Jeff Sponaugle: no report 
• VP Membership – Ken Hose: $1,748 membership in-

come, 58 renewals and 12 new members. Total is 191 
member families. 

• New Member Advisor – Jim Reilly: no report. 
• Media Director – Patton Echols: discussion about adver-

tising RCA star parties to the general public. OMSI par-
ties are advertised by OMSI.  RCA star parties are on the 
RCA web site.  Having our own public star party might 
help recruit new members.  Consensus is that it is better to 
introduce new members through the new member intro-
duction process including star party etiquette.  Public usu-
ally attends an “event” rather than just a star party.  Out-
reach is providing an opportunity for public to be intro-
duced to RCA.  AR: Matt and Patton will get together 
and discuss using media and star parties. 

• Sales – Sameer Ruiwale: no report 
• Book Library – Jan Keiski: Jan will post something to the 

RCA bulletin board to get a laptop donation for the li-
brary. 

• Telescope Library – Greg Rohde: Page for Telescope 
Library is now on RCA site including pictures, thanks 
Greg and Jan.   6” dob complete and in service.  Orange 
C8 added bino-viewer and it is checked out.  Swapped a 
scope with Camp Hancock.  Added Coronado solar scope 
to library.  Started working on 12.5 inch dob. 

• IDA – Bob McGown: Bob McGown got photos of good 
examples of BAD lighting in San Jose. These will become 
part of a future IDA presentation. 

• Magazine Subscriptions – Larry Godsey: $966.25 maga-
zine sales for August. 

• Webmaster – Dareth Murray: Renewed domain name for 
two years. 

BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 
September 12, 2005 
OMSI Classroom 1 
Ken Cone 

• Site Committee – David Nemo: Would like 20-30 min 
time at upcoming general meeting to talk about site com-
mittee fund raising.  Discussion to include donations, life 
memberships, other sources of money.  January meeting 
is potential.  Following up with real estate agents for re-
mote sites. 

• SIGs, Gazette Editor, OMSI, Alcor, and JRCA.  Rosette 
Gazette, Larry Deal, editor, received honorable mention 
for the AL’s Mabel Stearns Award for astronomy news-
letter excellence. 

 
Old Business 
• Action Item:  Matt B & Greg to contact State of Oregon 

to communicate regarding Stewart State Park and Hilltop 
Tower for stargazing. Busy with OSP, not yet complete. 

• Action Item:  Matt B & Jim to look into possibility of 
acquiring BPA’s C-14 for a permanent site. No action. 

• Action Item:  Dave and Bob to work up guidelines for 
lifetime membership. No action 

• Action Item:  Discussion on targeting donations – prop-
erty, cash, and acknowledging donors.  Tabled for next 
month’s consideration. 

• Action Item:  Dale will work with OMSI to put together a 
packet of information to provide to people who purchase 
telescopes from OMSI.  Dale talked with Jim, excellent 
idea.  Need input on packet contents, board members to 
send Dale suggestions for packet contents.  Ken suggested 
rework of new members packet. 

• Action Item:  Carol to send a note to the RCA bulletin 
board list requesting a volunteer to be SIG Director.  AR 
complete, no results yet. 

• Action Item:  Jim Reilly to work with Dave Sandage to 
put together a list of mentors to help members who want/
need assistance with specific astronomy topics or projects.  
Jim will connect with Dave next few days. 

• Phone Line Report: Greg Rhode for Aug  
September 5th  to October 3rd:  Matt Brewster 
October 4 to November 5:  Patton Echols 
November 6 through December 4: Matt Vartanian 

 
New Business 
• Bob McGown:  ALCON 2005 Report.  “We are the cho-

sen” for ALCON 2007!  Dareth passed out the ALCON 
proposal that Bob presented at the AL board meeting.  
Ours was the best of several presented.  Concern is to not 
conflict with OSP week.  No new moon needed for the 
conference as observing is not a requirement.  Waiting for 
OSP 07 decision then Dareth will hold ALCON introduc-
tion committee meeting.  Next deadline: need to submit 
fully flushed out plan by Aug 2006.  Board voted to do 
proposal, AR Dareth to get formal commitment from 
AL before board votes on doing actual conference.  
Also need to understand downside and financial exposure 
if case something goes wrong e.g. natural disaster etc. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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• Bulletin Board Discussion – “The GAP” getting those who have knowledge of various astronomy topics together with 
those who need it.  How can we improve the education process.  Carol will summarize the GAP discussion and bring back 
to board for discussion at a future meeting. 

• NWRAL Discussion:  Letter from Gene Dietzen. Carol discussed with Gene how NWRAL could be more effective organi-
zation.  How does NWRAL add value?  Examples include educational outreach, IDA effectiveness,  information exchange 
with other NW clubs.  Dale mentioned NWRAL in the past has hosted events and speakers at NW star parties.  NWRAL 
also might host a convention.  Some value to get connected to other NW clubs and exchange resources.  NW states are 
Alaska WA OR Idaho.  Carol will attend the Klickitat County Star Party and NWRAL meeting on Oct 1st. 

 
AR: Jeff S. please print more new members’ packets, email Ken Hose for quantity. 
 
AR Greg R. “Bring your scope and learn to use it” as a table for January meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45. 

Board Meeting Minutes (Continued from page 10) 

OMSI, Rose City Astronomers Club and Vancouver 
Sidewalk Astronomers will host a special "Mars 
party" on the OMSI East Parking on Saturday eve-
ning,  October 29. The event will be located on 
1945 SE Water Ave from 7:00 P.M. - 12 A.M. 
(Sunset is 6:01 p.m. PDT).  People of all ages are 
invited. This is a public service; there is no charge.  
Potential star gazers are encouraged to call 
503.797.4610 on October 29 after 3:00 p.m. for pos-
sible cancellation due to inclement weather. 
The volunteers will set up several telescopes, 
weather permitting. Jim Todd, OMSI Planetarium 
Manager will present informal talks on Mars during 
the observing party.  Todd will present and describe 
the recent spacecraft images of Mars, their spectacu-
lar and puzzling results.  In addition, the museum 
will provide a large-screen, live image of Mars by 
connecting a projector to a telescope. 
Close approach: What's happening ?  What's a Mar-
tian "opposition"?  Earth and Mars are converging 
for a closest encounter on October 29 and 30, 2005 
at a distance of 42.8 million miles.  The actual op-
position is on November 7, 2005 when the sun and 
Mars are opposed to each other in our sky.  To the 
unaided eye, Mars will look like a bright red star or 
a pinpoint of light.  At that distance, Mars shines 
brighter than anything else in the sky except the 
Sun, the Moon and Venus. The visual magnitude of 

Mars in late October will be a bright -2.3. 
You might remember another close encounter with 
Mars, about two years ago, on August 27, 2003. 
That was the closest in recorded history and mil-
lions of people watched as the distance between 
Mars and Earth shrunk to 34.7 million miles. To 
casual observers, Mars will seem about as bright 
and beautiful in 2005 as it was in 2003. 
The orbit of Earth and Mars bring them together a 
little over every two years. When the orbit of Earth 
and Mars brought them close together in 2003, it 
was the closest they've been in some 5,000 years 
and will be in some 60,000 years. This year's ap-
proach will bring them around 42.8 million miles, 
which is still impressive in astronomical terms. The 
best thing about the opposition  this year is that it 
will be higher and therefore easier to see and will 
actually appear brighter. 
We take advantage of these close approaches to 
Mars by launching research missions to Mars during 
such times.  The 2003 opposition saw the launch of 
the Mars exploration rovers, Spirit and Opportunity.  
The 2005 opposition saw the launch of the Mars Ex-
ploration Orbiter, a probe designed to look for pos-
sible landing sites and subsurface water for future 
surface exploration missions.  This probe is sched-
uled to enter Mars orbit in March of 2006. 

Mars Opposition of October 2005 
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RCA CLUB INFORMATION 
Message Line: (503) 255-2016 

Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually 
meet in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org). 

Nov 2005____________ ________________________________ 
Nov 7 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom1 7pm 
Nov 17 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am—3pm 
Nov 19 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7:30pm 

Oct 2005____________ ________________________________ 
Oct 3 Mon RCA Board Meeting OMSI Classroom1 7pm 
Oct 15 Sat Telescope Workshop Swan Island 10am—3pm 
Oct 17 Mon RCA General Meeting OMSI Auditorium 7:30pm 
Oct 20 Thu Astrophysics/Cosmology SIG Linus Pauling House 7pm 
 

http://www.rca-omsi.org
http://www.rca-omsi.org

