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RCA General Meeting 
Monday, November 17th 

Presentation by Ken Croswell 

 

The planet Mars has long offered the 
prospect of another living world in the 
solar system. With an armada of 
spacecraft scrutinizing the red planet 
as never before, Dr. Croswell will 
show you the best color images of 
Mars and describe the planet from pole 
to pole, exploring Martian geology, the 
Martian atmosphere, Martian 
volcanoes, and Martian water, all 
organized around the four great 
elements of Mars: Earth, Air, Fire, and 
Water. 

First Quarter Moon 
November 30, 10:16 AM. PST 

Full Moon 
November 8, 6:13 PM. PST 

Last Quarter Moon 
November 16, 9:15 PM. PST 

New Moon 
November 23, 3:59 PM PST 

Magnificent 

Mars 

Along the way you'll see nearly 
every image from his new book 
Magnificent Mars, including 
volcanoes over twice as tall as 
Mount Everest, canyons that could 
stretch from Ohio to California, and 
floods of water far greater than any 
known on Earth. Billions of years 
ago, on a world warmer and wetter, 
Mars may have given rise to life 
whose fossils await discovery 
today. 

Ken Croswell is an astronomer and 
author living in Berkley, California.  
He earned his doctorate in 
astronomy from Harvard University 
for studying the Milky Way galaxy, 
in particular, for observing distant 
stars in the Galactic halo and thick 
disk. 

Please join the Rose City 
Astronomers in welcoming Dr. 
Croswell at the November 17th 
general meeting. 

Social Gathering: 7 pm. 

Meeting Begins:  7:30 pm. 

Location:  OMSI Auditorium 
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The Oregonian does not often have science re-
lated headlines, and it caught my eye when a 
predicted aurora was a banner on page one of the 
Oregonian for Friday 24 October, 'final street 
edition', in the newsstands. I was happy to see 
Richard Hill get a headline, he is their science 
writer and does an excellent job, though far from 
the front pages.  But I was not too darn over-
joyed, since this would typically bring a flurry of 

phone calls to the RCA line, and in addition, I had checked various solar related web pages 
that morning & there had been no solar event that would justify such a prediction.  Hill's story 
was not sensationalistic, but the page one placement & the headline were somewhat tabloid, at 
best. 
   However, the Oregonian was probably just following the lead of major news services, since 
this story was 'all over'.  There were in fact two major sunspots, and a healthy outbreak of 
prominences & flares.  In addition, an interesting story had been posted on the largest solar 
'event' known to history, "The extreme magnetic storm of 1-2 September 1859", when tele-
graph cables in the U.S. & Europe shorted out & started fires as a result of the electrical field, 
and auroras were seen in Havana and Hawaii. 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2003/23oct_superstorm.htm?list997439 
http://www.agu.org/pubs/crossref/2003/2002JA009504.shtml 
   The community of astronomers involved in near earth objects are continually revising their 
announcement procedures to reduce the level of sensationalism they cause.  And many of us 
remember 'The Jupiter Effect', when a planetary alignment in 1982 was going to cause earth-
quakes and the destruction of Los Angeles.  There were one or two scientists advocating this 
probability, and the media coverage was extensive. 
   We have grown past the times when comets were harbingers of disaster (there were fabulous 
published broadsides claiming Armageddon back in the 1500s & 1600s, and the artwork was 
outstanding.)  But we haven't changed as much as would be hoped, and there are lots of people 
whose love for astronomy involves imagining it more than observing it. 

    President’s 
Message 

 

By 
Peter Abrahams 

November 2003 

RCA  
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 
One of the main services offered to RCA 
members is subscriptions to Astronomy and 
Sky & Telescope magazines at a much 
reduced rate from newsstand prices. 
Astronomy Magazine is $29 for one year or 
$55 for two years. Sky & Telescope 
Magazine is $29.95 for one year for those 
renewing with 2003 expiration dates. Sky & 
Telescope Magazine is $32.95 for one year 
for those renewing with 2004 expiration 
dates. For more information go to the RCA 
web site: 
http://www.rca-omsi.org/siteindex.htm 
and click on any of the magazine links. Larry 
Godsey, Subscription Coordinator, will be 
taking renewals and new subscriptions at the 
Magazine Table at the General Meetings. 
Please Note: Allow two months for your 
subscription to be renewed. 
 

Sky & Telescope Store Discount 
 
RCA members who subscribe to Sky & 
Telescope are entitled to a 10% discount at 
the Sky & Telescope online store at: 
http://skyandtelescope.com/shopsky 
To get your discount, enter Rose City 
Astronomers when prompted for your club 
name during checkout at the Sky & 
Telescope online store. 

Club Officers 
President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

Past President Candace Pratt (503) 296-6758 candace@europa.com 

VP Members Doug Huston (503) 629-8809 geometer31415@aol.com 

VP Observing Scott Turner (503) 788-6484 kings1@attbi.com 

VP Community Affairs Padraic Ansbro 503-349-3864 whiteowl@ansbro.com 

VP, Communications Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 brewster@teleport.com 

Treasurer Ginny Pitts (360) 737-0569 vepitts@comcast.net 

Secretary Ron Forrester (503) 504-8071 rca@skyhackers.org 

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 681-0100 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Larry Deal (503) 708-4180 gazette_ed@comcast.net 

New Member Advisor Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@aol.com 

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 656-1293 dareth@cablerocket.com 

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedf@juno.com 

Library Director Jan Keiski (503) 293-3281 jikeiski@juno.com 

Telescope Director Jeff Henning 503-656-3041 j42h@aol.com 

Media Director Ron Forrester (503) 504-8071 rca@skyhackers.org 

IDA Liaison Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 r_mcgown@msn.com 

OSP Liaison Dareth Murray (503) 656-1293 dareth@cablerocket.com 

Camp Hancock Liaison Glenn Graham (503) 579-1141 the.grahams@verizon.net 

Subscription Director Larry Godsey (503) 675-5217 larrygodsey@att.net 

SIG Director Matt Brewster (503) 740-2329 brewster@teleport.com 

Youth Programs Director Jenny Forrester (503) 504-8071 jenny@theforrest.org 

THE “KIDS” OF 
ROSE CITY ASTRONOMERS 

 

RCA Kids 
 
Children ages 4-12 are welcome to 
join in fun and educational activities 
while the grownups attend the 
monthly general RCA meetings.  The 
kids' meeting takes place in the 
adjoining cafeteria at OMSI from 7:30 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.   If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Jennifer at 
jenny@theforrest.org. 
 

 

http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2003/23oct_superstorm.htm?list997439
http://www.agu.org/pubs/crossref/2003/2002JA009504.shtml
http://www.rca-omsi.org/siteindex.htm
http://skyandtelescope.com/shopsky
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Arrived Tue 8-26 early evening; just enough time for scope 
and tent assembly before dark fall. The fires near Sisters are 
very troublesome - 4mi visibility in Madras, a little better in 
Prineville. Smoke on site also, but later (after my bedtime) it 
broke, giving ~5 hours for good viewing. I awoke 5am and 
found the skies perfectly clear, with Mars setting and Saturn 
& Orion high in the east.. just to say I did it I examined Mars 
in my scope, but it was deep in the western smoke and 
looked lousy. 

Wed 8-27 was mostly clear, allowing for optimism. My CD 
player was DOA, though, rendering my multimedia scope 
rather mundane - so off I went to the Prineville BiMart for 
CD player, trash bags for Gene and a cute fleece throw (I 
was chilly last night!). We set things up as far as necessary 
late in the day, then dressed up for the night. Some smoke 
was still harassing us so I picked and chose items that (1) 
were in good skies and (2) were easy on my still-angry back. 
M2 looked especially nice, as did 5907 and two neighbors 
that were not quite where Uranometria implied. When the 
Tangerine Dream "Mota Atma" soundtrack ended I wan-
dered for a while, visiting Chuck and the Candace/Meg/
Carol cluster. Candace has a new job supplying all the glass 
tile for Oregon Tile & Marble, quite a venture! As I returned 
'home' Howard revealed a sought-after wonder: Phobos and 
Deimos were clearly visible when Mars exited his 20" field! 
I then focused my attention on Mars for the duration: I could 
not capture those moons with occulted 25mm nor any other 
weapon, but Solis Lacus and other mottling's were occasion-
ally clear. Judy's 16" was working full-aperture, showing 
just what a tight f/4 can accomplish, while my device was 
much better at its masked 6.5-inch aperture. Several filters 
were tried with minimal improvement. While doing so I 
heard Judy & Chuck speaking of the new Mars 03 filters 
from one source or another; I checked them out then offered 
them my FL-D. It's similar to some of the new types but 
pleasantly different also. I took another walk and found 
Howard and Tom (Oz?) checking an obscure Uranometria 
clumping (gxgroup #49) in Tom's 24". They then began 
comparing the UHC and a new similar offering from 
[astronomics?], checking n246 for improvements. We all 
very slightly preferred the new offering. When they swung 
over to M27 I grabbed my nband for comparison also. On 
M27 Tom picked the astronomics, Howard couldn't pick a 
winner, and I leaned to the UHC. That brought us to 2:30, 
and after a quick [& low] view of Saturn I packed up and 
went to bed. The back relaxed a bit then, but not much. 

Thu 8-28 began full of high clouds and a smoky aroma. 
Grand opening day put me in the tent from 2-4, so I show-
ered early and checked the vendors that were in place. Sean 
had a 6" f/8 and an 8" f/6, also a shorty Orion refractor that 

would pack well for Teotitlán (if I don't build a break-apart 
model for the Six-Inch). I mentioned that potential Mexico 
trip to a few folks; both astronomically and otherwise it 
sounds more and more interesting! A few more vendors 
were expected so I felt no rush. Sean came to visit my 17.5 
after I checked his stuff.  The committee is resplendent in the 
tie-dye shirts; they look better than they might have, a near-
perfect spiral front and back adds color and a bit of galactic 
feel. I added some foam spacing to the spider-vane bolts; 
they were not locking down quite right which had allowed 
for de-collimation during the previous night's Martian tour; 
otherwise the system was working well. 

The evening still showed cirrus clouds, but after dark view-
ing was decent though not great. Bruce J. showed up, en-
joyed the views and tunes for a while before he headed for 
others and I for mocha. Among the sights were M11, n7479 
and - on the first guess! - n7678! How did I do that after 
years of no practice? Mars was better this night using full 
aperture, but still improved with the 6+ mask. I tracked 
down Lowa with ease, adding to my minor-planet menager-
ies with a new high-numbered object. Soon it was Bruce's' 
turn to appear; we hung around Chuck and Howard before 
he & his son dropped by for sights and sounds. Another sat-
isfied multimedia visitor! Tammy & Michael had set up next 
to me but crashed early; given the non-improving conditions 
it was a good choice. I stopped by Dan Grey's 28" for a min-
ute, but clouds were taking the field by 1:15, so soon I gave 
up for some sleep. The forecast sounded much better in the 
future, so sleep while you can.. 

Fri 8-29 brought mocha, and later the swap meet. I had ten-
tatively agreed to take Susie's ASys focuser at an undeter-
mined price, and nearly grabbed VA Bill's Paracorr before 
Jeff Henning grabbed it. As I left the building I spied Steve 
Nehl selling out of his pickup, at which point I stole a home-
grown 8" f/8 for $40 including cell! The focuser was only 
$55 so the next project is unofficially underway. No steals 
for Teotitlán (well, I did buy a copy of The Sky) so perhaps 
the Six-Inch will be compacted for a long voyage? The tent 
business went well enough, and I cut OSP a check and took 
$50 in small bills to get me through the weekend. I redid the 
red-dot mount, which was unable to point exactly to its tar-
gets, but could not escape the tent soon enough to be added 
to the walkabout.. too bad! Evening brought bad news - the 
plume found us and overspread the sky with brown tint. The 
sun looked positively Martian in its crimson cover; among 
other pix is one of Tammy holding it up on her finger. Sud-
denly it was cool & cloudy, a distressing turn after a gor-
geous day. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Notes from Oregon Star Party XVI 
by Jim Reilly 
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Evening came, and four stars provided minimal entertain-
ment. At 9PM the openings began to appear, so despite the 
glass or maybe two of beer I made my way to the turnaround 
for the sky tour. It was odd trying to orient people on the fly 
as openings began to appear, but we managed to get through 
a good bit of orientation. I say 'we' as Dave Powell took over 
after a while with some star-naming and mythology; he also 
gave me hints as to other commentary in my talk, some of 
which I utilized. He also handed over the abomination that is 
the green pointer; I hate this device but all have become de-
pendent, so what could I do? When all was done the skies 
were nearly clear (other than Sco/Sgr) and I was cold and 
back-sore. The union suit (followed swiftly by the snowmo-
suit) did not allow for quality stretching, so my back was 
less happy this night despite the adjustment from Jazmar - 
but I made do. GREAT night for moons, as luna glowed thin 
and red early, then a few on Uranus, 1 or 2 more possible on 
Neptune, and several definites around Saturn. And let's not 
forget Phobos and Deimos, this time in my own scope! The 
tunes and views went smoothly, and I stopped several folks 
as they passed with views; three for Neptune, a mom & two 
kids with a quick grand tour, and after 3 a woman alone 
whose family was sleeping (we picked off the Saturnian 
moons together). The hotdog & mocha got me through a 
sleepy stretch, but after 4 most everything had been seen in 
its best light; Mars was getting low, Saturn and M42 seen 
clearly, and little else reaching my fast-fogging brain. Be-
sides, the CD player stopped in exhaustion while playing 
TD3 from Tangent.) By 4:30 I shut down exhausted and 
happy. 

Sat 8-30 was off-schedule, though the neighbors were close 
enough to hear clearly even in quiet time. I was up by 9:30 
for refreshment and a shower.. only to find that showers be-
gan well before 10am! After dodging the line a few times 
and checking out Joe Sunseri's supplies I did shower; the 
line moved at a decent rate and the cool water felt very good. 
I then resupplied on many fronts: Joe had a focuser AND 
tripod-clamp to complete my 80mm (Teotitlán scope?), an-
other site a tall Rigel q-finder, and Joe again for 1.3" secon-
dary for that new 8f8 mirror from the previous day. That 
should keep me for a year, I think! 

Finally it's time to do something: photo shoot and door 
prizes. I play Vanna for Gene while learning the ropes, all 
goes smoothly enough. I wander over to dinner, and the trou-
bles begin: Dave P. points out new arrivals seeking access to 
the reg-tent, and I almost reach them when the radio comes 
to life. Someone says Tammy says my tent was bedeviled! I 
agree to meet the new folks at the tent in 15 minutes and 
dash downhill. The tent is definitely deformed, but turns out 
that all the gear is resting on the sidewall; when all is righted 

the tent appears fine. Tammy & Michael are far less fortu-
nate: their new tent is wrecked. They salvage their stuff, 
thankfully finding the new laptop intact, and three of us drag 
their gear to Lars' tent. I then jump on the bike, ride to the 
reg tent.. pop goes the rear tire! I limp in and find the gear, 
learning that an extra person should pay; I accept $20 grate-
fully. A neighbor needs aloe vera for sunburn, so now I'm on 
the horn for first-aid folk. I park my bike behind the tent, 
meet the first-aid guy, and dash to dinner with ten minutes to 
spare. Woof. 

Twilight at last, and I discover the quickfinder is nonfunc-
tional; the tent is still standing so I wait until Sunday to re-
solve the problem. At least the red dot is pointing better, so 
all is not lost. A weird night begins clearly, with Sco and Sgr 
at last visible to the south. Soon, however, the smoke starts 
to shut down the faint objects, leaving Mars as the only ob-
ject worth seeing. The smoke actually helps, removing some 
glare; it also lowers the odds on Phobos and Deimos though. 
I strongly suspect Phobos and occasionally think I've seen 
Deimos. Mars even looks good through the 6.7mm and cam-
corder! More 35mm shots also, maybe twice capturing me-
teor streaks? Skies did finally improve around 3AM, a com-
mon event at this OSP; that brought Saturn to the forefront.. 
OK Orion also. Tammy stuck around, well-wrapped in a 
chair and enjoying the tunes & talk; her last views of those 
two objects made it worth the chill. This was my latest night, 
as I held up until 5:15 before shutting down. 

Sun 8-31 was not for sleeping in - I was awake just after 8 
and brought camp up to the car. I was not alone in the early 
action: the tent-rental people were already in breakdown 
mode!! I broke down the scope to the Irish tunes of Bohola, 
found the Barlow hiding under the ground board, and had a 
quick meal before the breakdown committee got in gear. We 
put the reg-tent back in its trailer, and Scott drove my bike to 
the observing field while I did debris duty along the perime-
ter. We were all done by 11:40, a new record for me; I cele-
brated by visiting my family's Timothy Lake camp until sun-
down, arriving home at 9:45 with a day to 'relax'! 

Notes from Oregon Star Party  (Continued from page 3) 
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A 6” f/15 MARS TELESCOPE 
By John W. Siple 

 
In anticipation for the “Great Opposition of Mars in 2003”   
numerous amateur astronomers across the country have 
dusted off or primed up their telescopes.  Reflectors with  
very long focal lengths and apochromatic refractors such as 
those made by AstroPhysics, Inc. provide some of the best 
views of our reddish neighbor in space. 
 
Jaegers, Inc. 6” f/15 achromatic refractors are instruments 
that are also capable of showing very fine detail on planets.  
An entire instrument was constructed using a vintage Jae-
gers, Inc. air-spaced objective lens.  The optical tube assem-
bly to house such a long focal length lens is over 7 feet 
long! 
 
A local machine shop fabricated the endplate and light baf-
fles out of aluminum.  The 7” O.D. thin-wall aluminum 
tubing was purchased from a local irrigation company.  As 
a requirement for portability and storage, the tubing was cut 
in half and a coupling collar installed (when ready to ob-
serve the two halves are simply screwed together).  A vin-
tage 1.25” rack and pinion refractor focuser completes the 
OTA.  The inside has a coating of flat black paint, plus Pro-
tostar’s flocking paper covers a large portion of the inter-
nally exposed surfaces.   

A 1980’s era Meade Research-Series heavy-duty equatorial 
mounting holds the big refractor.  The pier legs have a set 
of castors, so the mounting can be rolled underneath my 
garage door during observing sessions.  Entire setup takes 
only five or ten minutes.   
 
Did the telescope live up to expectations?  At opposition in 
August Mars displayed a huge disk with the southern polar 
cap etched in bold relief onto the planet’s surface.  Of 
Mars’ remarkable features, the most amazing to watch over 
the course of its close journey near Earth was Solis Lacus or 
The Lake of the Sun, a 300 by 500 mile ellipse in the south-
ern hemisphere.  Telescopically “The Eye of Mars” ap-
peared as an elongated dot, and it hard to imagine that this 
speck is roughly the size of Oregon.  The great chasm of 
Vallis Marineris, labeled Tithonius Lacus on charts 
(Percival Lowell’s “Coprates”), was seen as a narrow line 
just to the north of Solis Lacus, and on nights of very steady 
seeing the entire region closely resembled a mural of Mars 
generated by JPL that hangs on my wall  (individual craters 
could not be seen, but the albedo and geological features 
matched exactly!).  

StarDust Chair 
By Tim Crawford 
Arch Cape Observatory 
Its always a tough choice for even experienced observers as to what their pier height should be in the observatory.  The same 
problem exists in the field for Refractor and  SCT owners when setting their tripod in place.  Invariably the height of the pier or 
the tripod is a compromise of tradeoffs as to when we grab a footstool or bend over. 

I recently had to face this problem when installing a pier for my Clear Skys Observatory. Several years back I purchased an 8” 
steel Pier from Le Sueur Manufacturing Company for my roll off roof observatory near Big Lake, AK.  I brought this 63-inch 
high pier with me to our retirement home in Arch Cape, OR. (By the way, I really like the polar plate and its adjustments that Le 
Sueur sells for their piers.) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Total Lunar Eclipse for the Pacific Northwest 
Though viewers in the Pacific Northwest will only see a portion of it, there will be a total lunar eclipse on the night of Satur-
day, November 8.  At 5:06 p.m. PST, the Full Moon will begin its slide through the dark shadow of our planet.  In various 
Indian legends November's full Moon is called "the Frost Moon" or "the Beaver Moon."  For 24 minutes, the only light hit-
ting the Moon will be the reddish glow from all of Earth's sunrises and sunsets.  Weather permitting, OMSI, Rose City As-
tronomers Club, and Vancouver Sidewalk Astronomers will set up telescopes at the east parking lot of OMSI to view the 
lunar eclipse.  Learn how to view the eclipse with the experts and be a part of the event! 

Unfortunately, the moon will be low above the eastern horizon for the Pacific Time Zone at that time.  Though the greatest 
eclipse will occur at 5:18 p.m., the moon will be 4 degrees above the eastern horizon and the twilight will not allow us to 
clearly see the usual redness associated with lunar eclipses. 

At 5:30 p.m., the total eclipse will end when the moon is only 6 degrees above the horizon.  The visible partial eclipse will 
last until 7:04 pm PST, when the Moon moves away from the umbra or earth's shadow.  The next total lunar eclipse will be 
on October 28, 2004, again low above the eastern horizon. 

Times of Eclipse Events, November 8, 2003: 

Event PST Altitude 
Moon rise 4:46 p.m. 
Total eclipse begins 5:06 p.m. 2 degrees 
Mid eclipse 5:18 p.m. 4 degrees 
Total eclipse ends 5:30 p.m. 6 degrees 
Partial eclipse ends 7:04 p.m. 22 degrees 

Background: 

The moon is always full at the time of a lunar eclipse because earth will lie between the sun and moon.  If the moon's true 
path were exactly in the plane of earth's orbit about the sun, we would have a lunar eclipse at each full moon.  Actually, the 
moon's path is inclined at about 5 degrees to the earth's orbit, so every year of two on average all three line up for a lunar 
eclipse.  In a lunar eclipse, the earth casts a dark central shadow, called the umbra, across the moon's surface.  The moon 
should look deep brown, gray or even reddish along the edge. 

Jim Todd 

ATTENTION RCA MEMBERS!  
SKY TOOLS - 2 SOFTWARE AVAILABLE AT A DISCOUNT!! 

The RCA Sales Store intends to order Capella Soft's “SkyTools 2” astronomy software for our club members at a discounted 
price. 
SkyTools 2 is a software program that generates an observing plan for a night based on any criteria that fits you and then prints 
star-hop & finder charts for your target objects, customized to your specific telescope & eyepiece(s). SkyTools 2 also boasts 
many built-in & downloadable observing lists such as Messier, AL Binocular Deep Sky objects, Herschel 400, etc. It has excel-
lent event planning capabilities and includes a feature rich logging tool for your observations. 
The software retails at $99.95 (+ shipping). However, it will be available to RCA members at a discounted price. It is expected 
to be available at the November or December 2003 general meeting. The more the number of orders, the greater the discount 
that we will be able to provide. The discounted prices will be in the following ranges: 
9 or less orders - $90.00 (~10% discount) 
10-19 orders    - $80.00 (~20% discount) 
20 or more       - $70.00 (~30% discount) 
To learn more about ordering this software at a discounted price, please visit following: 
http://www.rca-omsi.org/skytools2.htm 
Thank You! 
Sameer Ruiwale. 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/skytools2.htm
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First light with a large telescope is an exciting celebration! At 
Chabot Observatory, first light for “Nellie” was the climax of a 
project lasting 2 ½ years. The scope is named after the grand-
daughter and grandmother of the benefactors, Merrill and 
Lillian Martin of Oakland, who donated $500,000 to finish the 
project. The builders of the roll-off roof observatory and the 
telescope maker toiled to attain perfection in telescope per-
formance for this celebration. The event drew engineers, archi-
tects and amateur astronomers to the Chabot Space Center. 
Nellie is a 36” classical Cassegrain constructed for educational 
use in the modern style roll-off roof observatory building. The 
deep sky object chosen for viewing at First Light was M92, a 
globular cluster in Hercules. 

On the patio adjacent to the 
two domes and new observa-
tory for Nellie, amateur as-
tronomers from local clubs 
had a variety of scopes up to 
a 16” Dobsonian for the 
viewing crowd. The two 
domes next to Nellie house 
an 8” Alvin Clark, nick-
named Leah, and a 20” Alvin 
Clark, called Rachel. The 
original builders of the obser-
vatory bestowed these names 
upon the scopes after Job’s 
wives in the Old Testament. 

East County Astronomical 

Club’s Webmaster Don was operating Rachel, viewing globu-
lars. Using the information we had learned in our talk with 
Steve Vogt at Lick Observatory the previous night, we dis-
cussed with Don the possibility of planets around a globular 
cluster in 47 Tucanu. There is a low probability of planets or-
biting in globular clusters due to gravitational interaction. 

After viewing on Nellie, Rachel and some of the rival scopes 
operated by amateurs, Dareth and I went inside the space cen-

ter to see what was on exhibit. In the Hall of Planetary Science, 
there is an extraordinary hands-on exhibit  featuring many in-
teresting ways to see what makes up the other planets. In that 
hall there was also an exhibit about meteors and meteorites 
with some of the largest palasites I had ever seen. The exhibit 
has been much enhanced with historical solar astronomy dis-
plays since my previous visit two years ago. 

Another new exhibit was on loan from The Smithsonian and 
featured antique telescopes. Some of the items on display were 
a Porter Garden Scope, a Henry Fitz seven inch comet seeker 
spy glass, a 24’ Ritchey from Yerkes and Einstein’s Telescope, 
a brass refractor. There were also a variety of historical spec-
trographs and other scientific instruments from Mt. Wilson and 
Lick Observatory.  

We stopped by the brand new library (to open July 5th) where 
the librarians were busy cataloging books. They were glad to 
accept a copy of Galaxy Groups and Clusters, autographed by 
yours truly.  

We noticed two remarkable chairs in the library with ‘Do not 
sit’ signs. Looking at them more carefully, we saw that these 
were the Herschel Chairs, made in 1894. The chairs were do-
nated to the library by Chabot’s retiring executive board direc-
tor Mike Reynolds. I discovered at the top of each chair was a 
carved, almost invisible, whimsical thermometer! I surmise 
that each of the thermometers were symbolic of Herschel’s 
discovery of the infrared by measuring temperatures in the 
colors of the spectrum. Carved into the front of each chair was 
a representation of the 40’ telescope, with a Latin quote and 2 
lions. 

I had seen pictures of these 
chairs before but it was really a 
treat to touch them and 
‘discover’ the thermometers. 
The librarians did not have the 
provenance on the chairs and 
no one had identified the ther-
mometers. The new director of 
Chabot Observatory, Alexan-
dra Barnett, was thrilled to 
hear about the newly discov-
ered details of the chairs and 
promised to contact Peter 
Hinkley of the Royal Astro-
nomical Society in London to 
get more information for ex-
hibiting the chairs properly. 

The area around the Observa-
tory has hiking trails in the 

surrounding foothills that offer excellent hiking amongst the 
sequoias and views of the bay and beyond. This facility is 
worth a special trip and I urge those of you who haven’t been 
there to take the time.  

First Light on Summer Solstice! 
“Nellie” - Chabot’s 36” Grand Opening Ceremony   

By Bob McGown 

Poster describing Nellie. 

View of Nellie and the new observatory building. 

One of the Herschel chairs at 
Chabot Library 
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Present: Ron Forrester, Larry Godsey, Dareth Murray,  Matt 
Brewster, Padraic Ansbro, Peter Abrahams, Bob McGown, 
Debrah Hirsh, Jan Keiski, Ginny Pitts, Sameer Ruiwale, 
Carol Huston, Doug Huston 

Guest: Matt Vartanian (VP Observing Nominee) 

Treasurer – Ginny: $13,439 bank cash balance 

Programming – Matt: Greg Bothen cancelled. Last minute 
scramble to secure a speaker for October.  November is Ken 
Croswell. 

Membership – Doug: 447 member families at end of Sep-
tember, this is pre-pruned. Will drop to around 250 when we 
prune out those people who have not renewed. 

Star Parties – Scott: ITS was very successful, great viewing 
and fun by all. 

Community Affairs - Padraic:  When people call with ques-
tions about setting up telescopes, etc, we should point them 
to the TM Workshop. Had a question about handicap acces-
sible star parties – OMSI star parties was suggested. Volun-
teers for Athey Creek star party for a weekend soon needed. 

Sales – Sameer: September was $356. Going to try and do a 
software deal again, SkyTools this year. Might get a 50% 
discount (20 copies or more) with final club member price 
being around $60-$70. 

New Members – Carol: Made contact with some member-
ship folks from other clubs. Carol is writing up some infor-
mation on encouraging membership. 

Light Pollution - Bob: May be doing a lecture on light pres-
entation. Would be nice to have some stock slide shows for 
IDA presentations. 

AL - Dale: Nominal 

SIG's - Matt: A couple of SIGS, the AI and the APS can-
celled their September meeting on short notice. This can be a 
real problem when done on such short notice. 

Magazine - Larry:  Yo 

Editor - Larry: According to our Editors wishes, Program-
ming will make sure speaker commitments and the associ-
ated bio/program description gets to the Editor. 

Library - Jan: Nominal 

YRCA - Ron: Nominal 

Webmaster - Dareth: Bill for our Easy Street. 

OMSI - Peter: Nominal 

Telescope Library - Jeff: Solar scope is working – not per-
fect, but working. The training program has been run past 8 
individuals who are now qualified to checkout the Solar 
scope. 

Copying - Debrah: Nominal 

Phone Line: Padraic for October 

 

Elections: Carol, Bob and Sameer are on the nominating com-
mittee. 

Looking to fill two positions, Secretary, and VP Observing. 
Have no nominee for Secretary and one for VP Observing. 
Carol is working through a list of possible people for the Sec-
retary position. 

Membership: How can we leverage the membership informa-
tion we have regarding what people are willing to do for vol-
unteering, etc. Online form needs updating to capture same 
information as written form we use. 

Additionally, we need to make a decision on whether the Ga-
zette on the website is a perk of membership, and if so, how 
do we protect it from non-members. Need to communicate 
more clearly that the Gazette is normally available in the first 
week of each month. Could we do an automatic notification 
when the Gazette is posted – this has many problems. 

Need to realign the dates the printer syncs the mailing list with 
important dates when membership adding/pruning activities. 
Will make sure Editor has latest list so that we’re not mailing 
out Gazettes that we don’t need to. 

Do we want to extend the speakers time to 1 hour 15 minutes? 
There are several issues with this, including kids getting out 
on time, etc. Consensus seems to be that we keep the speaker 
to one hour. 

If we’re going to have a Messier Marathon in March, Carol 
estimates that we should settle on a location by January 2004 
at the very latest. Any contract we pursue with a lodging com-
pany should stipulate that members are responsible for paying 
for cancelled rooms, that the RCA club will not be responsi-
ble. 

RCA LIBRARY 
The Rose City Astronomers maintains 
a comprehensive club library of astron-
omy related articles, books, CD-ROMs 
and videos. These items can be bor-
rowed by members through checkout 
at the general meetings for a period of 
one month with renewals available by 
phone or e-mail to the club library di-
rector,  

Jan Keiski (jikeiski@juno.com)  
(503) 293-3281.  

Visit the RCA library web page at:  
 http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm 

BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 
(EDITED) 
OCTOBER 6, 2003  
Ron Forrester 

http://www.rca-omsi.org/library.htm
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ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY 
Date/Time:   Thursday, November 20, 7 PM.  
Speaker/Topic: Conrado Salas Cano  ‘Parallel Universes’ 
Place: Linus Pauling Complex, 3945 S.E. Hawthorne St., 
Portland. 
Contact: Bob McGowan (503-244-0078) 
or Doug Huston (503-629-8809) for more information. 
ASTRO IMAGING SIG 
Date/Time: Thursday, November 20 at 7:30 pm. 
This special interest group is intended for anyone interested 
in learning or sharing information and ideas about FILM and 
DIGITAL photography as it applies to aesthetic astronomy 
picture taking.   
Place: Sean’s Astronomy Shop. 
For information please contact: 
Mike Cole @ 360-604-7865  mrcole@earthlink.net   
 

After Ordering a Clear Skys Observatory I had to make a 
choice as to floor height above ground 
for the existing pier.  I finally settled on a 
pier height of 43 inches above the floor 
for my Meade 12 inch SCT.  I arrived at 
this height by installing the pier on its 
foundation and then setting my ladders 
and boards at various heights while I 
moved the scope around on its polar 
mounting to try and arrive at, what for 
me, was a reasonable height compro-
mise; then I built the decking to the de-
termined height around the pier. 

Whether doing drawings, guiding, cen-
tering, Variable Star observations, 
searching for dim objects, aligning or 
simply being a visual junkie all of us find 
that we end up with the eyepiece in un-
comfortable positions from time to time.  
A small to medium kitchen or shop lad-
der (the ones that have the wide steps 
and a wide stable base) can help take 
care of the lower altitude targets but ones 
with higher altitudes and or Declinations 
can be very uncomfortable for the back. 

I discovered an excellent solution at 
hands on Optics (http://www.handsonoptics.com/) in the form 
of a product that they call the StarDust Chair that has now pro-
vided me with many hours of comfort and convenience. 

This is a folding Chair, which is a handy feature for small ob-
servatories and traveling, that has a variety of adjustable posi-
tions for the seat.  I find it to be easy to manage opening the 
chair, setting it up and changing the seat height by hooking 
onto the various horizontal bars in the darkened interior of my 

observatory.  A plus for me is the spring-cushioned seat is very 
comfortable even when I move around on it.  They included a 
supply of Dark Red side reflectors to allow you to see the chair 
in the dark with a red night light; while this feature has not 

been necessary for me I suspect it might 
be important in the field. 

When the top of my eyepiece is 62 inches 
above the ground (photo 1) I have the seat 
in the highest position, which places the 
seat at about 34 inches off the floor; a 
handy feature for the higher positions is 
that the bottom of the chair has a very 
practical footrest. 

When the top of my eyepiece is 51 inches 
off the floor (at the zenith) then I find that 
the seat height for this position is at 23 
inches above the floor (photo 2). 

While I do not use this position the seat 
will actually go down as low as 13 1/2 off 
of the floor. 

I find the chair to be reasonable stable and 
have no problems with affecting stability 
by moving around quite a bit on the seat, 
regardless of height.  Not only is this a 
practical tool for SCT and Refractor own-
ers but also a lot of the smaller Dobson 
owners could benefit as well as Newto-
nian owners, especially when viewing at 

lower elevations. 

The StarDust chair is made of steel and the width is 16 inches; 
depth is 22 inches and the folded length/height is 43 inches. 

I almost forgot.  This product was also chosen by Sky and 
Telescope as one of the Hot Products for 2003 and Sean's gen-
erally has them in stock.  It certainly has been a hit with my 
back, legs and seat. 

StarDust Chair (Continued from page 5) 

ASTROMETRY, PHOTOMETRY, & SPECTROSCOPY SIG 
Date/Time: Wednesday, November 19 at 6:30pm. 
For those interested in the use of CCD's as applied to some 
of the scientific aspects of astronomy, particularly 
astrometry, photometry, and spectroscopy. 
Place:  10175 SW Barbur Blvd, Building B, Portland 
Contact: Jim Girard argojg@comcast.net for more 
information. 
TELESCOPE MAKING WORKSHOP 
Date/Time:    Saturday, November 15, 10 AM—3 PM 
Place:  Technical Marine Services Inc, 6040 N. Cutter 
Circle, Swan Island.  
Contact: Jim Girard argojg@comcast.net for more 
information. 
Please Note:  SIG Meetings are subject to change without 
notice.  Please confirm with the contacts listed. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

http://www.handsonoptics.com/


Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 
Rose City Astronomers 
1945 SE Water Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97214-3354 
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