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Special Insert:  2001 
RCA Star Party 
Schedule 

Examining the structure of the 
Milky Way galaxy and our 
evolving understanding of the 
universe will be the topic of the 
featured presentation at the 
February General Meeting.   Dr. 
Beverly Lynds will reflect on 
n u m e r o u s  a s t r o n o m i c a l 
discoveries that have made 
working as an astronomer over 
the past half-century a rewarding 
and exciting career.  
 
Specific topics Dr. Lynds will 
highlight include discoveries of white 
dwarfs, neutron stars, and black holes. 
  
Dr. Lynds received her Ph.D. in 
Astronomy from the University of 
California Berkeley.  Her career focused 
primarily on optical observations of the 
Interstellar Medium.  In 1999, Dr. Lynds 
was Adjunct Faculty Associate, Dept. of 
Physics at Portland State University.   
 
During her distinguished career,  she 
worked at the University of California 
Berkeley, the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory, the University of Arizona, 
and Kitt Peak National Observatory.  She 
has been visiting professor at Cal Poly 
Pomona and Colorado College. 
 
 
 

r. Lynds is co-author of an 
elementary astronomy textbook 
and served for many years as a  
Shapley Lecturer for the American 
Astronomical Society.  
 
The February General Meeting of 
the RCA will Monday, February 
19 in the OMSI Auditorium at 
7:30.  Please join us beginning at 
7:00 to meet with other members 
and view exhibits. 

The Evolving Universe 
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RCA sponsors 
three groups of 
kids activities: 
Elementary ages 
6 - 9), Junior (ages 10 - 13), and 
Young Rose City Astronomers 
(ages 14 - 18).  These groups 
meet from 6:30 to 7:30 on the third 
Monday of the month in the OMSI 
auditorium, before the regular RCA 
meeting.  In addition, the YRCA 
meets on the first Thursday of the 
month.  Kids with all levels of 
experience are welcome.  There’s 
no need to join - just come to the 
meetings and have fun.  Adult 
volunteers are always welcome.  
Call Margaret McCrea, 232-7636, 
for more information. 

President’s 
Message 

 
 

By 
Peter Abrahams 

 

RCA  

Magazine Subscriptions 

 

One of the main services offered to RCA 
members is subscriptions to Astronomy 
and Sky & Telescope magazines at a 
much reduced rate from newstand 
prices.  Astronomy Magazine  is $29 and 
Sky & Telescope Magazine is $29.95.  
See Johan Meijer, Subscription 
Coordinator at the Membership Table at 
General Meetings for further 
information.  Please note: Allow two 
months for your subscription to be 
renewed from the time you bring or send 
your renewal to Johan until the 
magazine has processed the renewal.     

Club Officers 

President Peter Abrahams (503) 699-1056 telscope@europa.com 

VP Members Doug Huston (503) 629-8809 geometer31415@aol.com 

VP Observing Scott Turner (503) 788-6484 kings@phoenixdsl.com 

VP Community Affairs Norm Trost (503) 668-7979 normt@europa.com 

VP, Communications Matt Brewster (503) 774-0360 brewster@teleport.com 

Treasurer Vern Weiss (503) 236-1059 vernlw@teleport.com 

Secretary Ron Forrester (503) 504-8071 rjf@skyhackers.org 

Sales Director Sameer Ruiwale (503) 617-0736 sameer_ruiwale@hotmail.com 

Editor Candace Pratt (503) 296-6758 candace@europa.com 

Web Master Dareth Murray (503) 762-4377 dareth@teleport.com 

Library Director Jan Keiski (503) 293-3281 jikeiski@juno.com 

Telescope Librarian Brian Richardson (503) 625-7373 brian_shelly@earthlink.net 

Alcor, Historian Dale Fenske (503) 256-1840 fenskedf@juno.com 

Media Director TBD   

Special Interest Groups Scott Fitzpatrick (503) 669-8243  

Youth Director Margaret McCrea (503) 232-7636 mags@europa.com 

Light Pollution Rep. Bob McGown (503) 244-0078 mcgown@teleport.com 

New Member Programs Carol Huston (503) 629-8809 StarsCarol@aol.com 

Magazine Subscriptions Johan Meijer (503) 777-0706 johanm@www.com 

The history of the RCA is still pretty 
short, about 10 years; but we grew out of 
other groups such as the Portland 
Astronomical Society.  The PAS had 
skilled telescope makers in the 1960s, 
most notably Del Wiseman, and no 
doubt many of their projects still survive.  
There were active (and small) 
organizations in Portland in the 1930s, 
involved in telescope making and 
observing.  The RCA has a board 
position of 'Historian', currently Dale 
Fenske, and a President who is very 
involved in the history of astronomy and 
instruments.  We are actively seeking 
any documentation on astronomy in 
Portland & the area -- newspaper 
articles, old newsletters, photos, or any 
other paper; and if the original is 
valuable to you, a good photocopy is as 
useful. 

 

We know just a little about some very 
interesting people & places:  Harold 

Haggart in Oregon City, 1940s - 1960s, 
a very skilled instrument builder, 
produced a few commercial Maksutov 
variants, and had an outstanding 
telescope at his observatory.  Robert 
Millard, west hills of Portland, 1930s, 
had a beautiful small observatory with a 
4 inch Bausch & Lomb refractor.  
There was a four inch 1880 Alvan 
Clark telescope in Portland, owned by 
Allen Otto and sold in the late 1980s.  
Lewis & Clark has an observatory with 
a beautifully built Newtonian made by 
a staff machinist. 
  

The University of Portland includes the 
Merle Starr Observatory, built in 1952 
by physics professor Starr.  The 
telescope is a split ring equatorial 
similar to Palomar, donated by amateur 
astronomer A.E. McIntosh, who had 
used it in his observatory on Council 
Crest.  The twenty inch primary has a 
cellular back and is reported to be a 
prototype for the 200 inch at Palomar, 
cast by Corning in 1929.  The maker of 
this massive steel telescope, and the 
mirror fabricator, are not known. 
 

Elsewhere in Oregon & southern 
Washington, a five inch Alvan Clark 
telescope was for sale in Medford in the 

1940s.  J. Hugh Pruett in Eugene had an 
observatory in the 1950s with a four inch 
refractor and a ten inch reflector.  The 
Brown Foundation in Walla Walla, 
Washington, had a large vehicle 
mounted refractor and toured the 
Northwest, providing observing sessions 
and displays including a meteorite 
collection.  The Goldendale Observatory 
was built by volunteers, most of whom 
were from Portland (if I understand 
correctly).  If you have any information 
on these or other details of the history of 
astronomy in the Northwest, please 
contact me. 
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By Doug Huston 
 
The alarm goes off, we get up and go to 
work.  At the end of the day we come 
home, maybe play 
with our children, then 
go to bed and the cycle 
starts all over again. 
Sounds  a  l i t t le 
mundane, doesn’t it?  
Well, if you just look a 
little deeper, you’ll 
find that some of the 
things we experience 
regularly are really the 
product of some 
strange and exotic 
relationships in the 
physical world. 
 
Fighting the traffic. 
 
Many of us have to deal with congested 
roads on the way to and from work.  One 
of my personal pet peeves is what I call 
the “Accordion Effect.”  The traffic will 
squeeze down, then expand again with no 
apparent reason.  What’s really happening 
here? 
 
Well, it turns out that freeway traffic 
obeys the Continuity Equation of Fluid 
Dynamics.  This equation is a first-order, 
partial differential equation and is an 
extremely important relationship in Fluid 
Dynamics.  Partial differential equations 
have an interesting property in that 
variations in key parameters and 
discontinuities in their solutions can 
propagate through the solutions. 
 
What this translates into is this: If 
someone in the traffic stream should slow 
down for whatever reason, he/she will 
cause an increase in the density of the 
stream.  Because of the nature of the 
Continuity Equation and partial 
differential equations in general, this 
change in density propagates back up the 
traffic.  So, at some point, probably some 
distance away from the initial disturbance 
in the traffic flow, you will encounter an 
increase in traffic density – a squeeze 
down.  Once it propagates back away 
from you, the traffic will open up again.  

 
 
Maybe understanding what’s happening 
in this situation will help you cope.  It 

hasn’t lessened the 
irritation for me 
though! 
Playing in the sink. 
 
The next time you go 
to the kitchen sink, 
turn the faucet on 
and just let the water 
run for a few 
seconds.   If the 
water is hitting the 
bottom of the sink 
you should see a 
roughly circular area 

where the water runs away from the point 
of impact.  The outer edge of this circular 
area should be a wave that is pretty much 
fixed in position.  This wave is an 
example of an exotic phenomenon 
physicists call a “soliton.”  (I showed this 
to Carol and she thought it was really 
cool – she says it’s best if you move the 
breakfast dishes out of the way first.) 
 
Solitons represent a class of solutions to 
certain types of non-linear, partial 
differential equations.  As such, they 
belong to the branch of physics known as 
Non-Linear Dynamics, or more 
commonly, Chaos Theory.  Given a 
partial differential equation involving 
both time and space, a solution of that 
equation that is localized in space, has a 
fixed velocity (could be 0), and has a 
permanent form (or at least exhibits some 
kind of coherence) is a soliton.  Solitons 
are also found as solutions to equations in 
quantum mechanics and general 
relativity. 
 
There are many other examples of trivial 
phenomena that have non-trivial 
descriptions.  The science of soap films 
and soap bubbles, for example, has many 
unanswered questions.  In fact, it 
sometimes seems our most commonplace 
experiences have the most exotic 
explanations. 

The Everyday Strange and Exotic 15th Annual Messier 
Marathon Star Party at 

Kah-nee-ta Resort 
 
The 15th Annual Messier Marathon is 
just around the corner with this year's 
event scheduled for Friday, March 23 
through Sunday, March 25, 2001. 
 
LODGING: Rooms will rent for $75 
per night, single or double, plus $15 
per extra person up to a maximum of 
four per room. Children under 18 are 
free when occupying the same room 
as their parents.  
To register for a room, you should call 
Kah-Nee-Ta directly at 1-800-554-
4786 to make your reservation, 
mentioning that you are with the RCA 
star party.  RCA has reserved  rooms 
at the special rate that will be held 
until March 1, so act soon. 
 
BANQUET: The Saturday evening 
banquet will feature a roast chicken 
dinner for adults for $20 per person 
(which includes gratuity), and 
barbecued chicken and fries for 
children 12 and under for $9.00 
(which includes gratuity).  
 
ACTIVITIES: Information packets 
will be available when you sign in at 
Kah-Nee-Ta (ask for one at the front 
desk). They will include a Messier 
Marathon guideline plus directions to 
the observing site. A social room will 
be set up upstairs on Saturday from 
11:00 AM till 4:00 PM. 
 
Participants are encouraged to bring 
pictures, inventions, observation 
notes, and tall tales to share with 
others. EVENT REGISTRATION: 
There is no general registration or 
registration fee to attend this event. 
However, participants will need to 
register and prepay for the banquet.  
 
Carol Huston will be available to 
answer any questions about this 
activity at the general meetings, by 
calling 503-629-8809, or e-mail at 
StarsCarol@aol.com.  Carol is looking 
for an assistant or two to help out with 
the pre-planning.  Contact her to 
volunteer! 
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The  
Weather SIG 

 
Date:    Wednesday, February 28, 2001 

Place:   Colonial Office Complex  

             10175 SW Barbur Blvd, Suite 100-BB 

             Portland, OR  97219    

Time:    7:00 pm 

    Come rain or shine  .  .  . 

January 9, 2001 Lunar Eclipse 

By Dale Fenske 

I was delighted to receive news from my wife’s Italian 
cousin regarding the February 9th total lunar eclipse.  
Luciano Paoli lives in St. Orsola Terme, Italy, which is 
located in a mountainous valley in Northern Italy near 
the Austrian border and close to Trento.   This valley has 
little light pollution.  From this location, they were able 
to view the eclipse, while we were unable to see it.  So, 
even though they were new to astronomy, I asked them 
to report their impressions to me so I could share them 
with you.    

This is the report given by Luciano and his sons David 
and Samuel. 

“I have assisted my boys in photographing the 
eclipsed moon.   We went out on a small hill by our 
house.  The moon became more and more dark.   
It was so dark, it became difficult to track in the 
sky.    It was a chestnut brown color when fully 
eclipsed.    

Questo fenomeno naturale era 
decisamente magnifico!    

(This natural phenomenon was decidedly 
magnificent.)    

(Mi emozionano sempre questi 
eventi.) 
(These events always excite me.) 

Ciao, Luciano e David e Samuel.” 

(Continued from Page 6—Mirror Making) 

you are about to, put the mirror on bottom and use the same 
technique with the tool on top. This will shallow out the 
sphere again while still achieving the desired result. You 
may get to a point where you are swapping mirror on top 
(MOT) and tool on top (TOT) every few wets to prevent 
your sagitta from being too deep or too shallow as you finish 
rough grinding.  

Assuming you have reached a uniform grayness and 
achieved your desired sagitta, you are ready for more of the 
same, only with smaller and smaller grit. At this point, our 
goal is to use the next smaller grit size to remove the pits left 
by the current grit. We are ready to move to 120 grit (or 180 
if that’s what the kit came with). But first, let’s discuss 
cleanliness. 

It’s this point in the game where we start getting really, 
really careful about keeping the area and tools clean. Before 
we move to 120, we must rid the entire area of every last 
particle of 80 grit. Anything that can be hosed off, the stand, 
the bucket, the spray bottle, etc, should be. Toss any sponges 
or cloths you used into a plastic bag marked with “80 grit”, 
to be used on your next mirror. A single stray particle of 80 
grit between the glass will require you to start over at 120. 
Imagine being all the way down to 220 grit and getting a big 
scratch across the mirror, undoing hours of work. I often 
change my clothes and shower between grits as well. At 
least wash your hands well, paying attention to under your 
fingernails, a favorite hiding place for grit. 

Once you have thoroughly cleaned the area,  you are ready 
to begin with 120 grit doing exactly the same things we have 
been doing. Now swapping between MOT and TOT is 
essential to keep your sagitta constant. Swap every 5 wets, 
making sure to end on an even interval (i.e. note if you 
started MOT and make sure to end after 5 wets with TOT). 
Keep the randomness in the process as discussed above. 

Again, you goal is to remove the previous grits pits. A 
magnifying glass is essential to check for uniform pit size.  
Occasionally you will see good uniformity, but will find a 
few larger pits scattered about. Take a Sharpie (permanent 
marker) and press the tip into the pit to mark it black. 
Resume grinding for a wet or 2. Check to see if the pit is 
gone. Often a few larger pits will remain because the grit 
particles aren’t all the exact same size. Move on to the next 
grit if this is the case after working at it for a while. 

Continue this way as you progress down through the various 
grits, 120, 180, 220, 280, (depending on your kit), cleaning 
everything well between grits. Next time we’ll start with 
fine grinding, for which we use a new substance, Aluminum 
Oxide (A.O.), a soft white powder. Until then, grind more 
and worry less. 
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ASTROPHYSICS / COSMOLOGY SIG 

 
TIME:  7:00 PM 
 

DATE:  February 22, 2001 
 

PLACE:   3237 S.E. 87th 
 
TOPIC:  A tour of the Swayze Telescope           
               Optical Shop  by Steve Swayze 
 
Refreshments served-b.y.o.r.   

 
The most abundant, substantial objects in the 
Solar System are the comets of the Oort 
Cloud, a roughly spherical shell that begins 
at three times the distance of Pluto's orbit 
and extends about halfway to the nearest 
stars.  According to current estimates, there 
are about six trillion comets in the Oort 
Cloud.   
 
From the distance of the Oort cloud, the sun 
is a bright star, about  as bright as Venus 
looks from Earth.  The temperature there is 
only four degrees Kelvin, which is about as 
cold as gets in the natural universe. 
 

Once in a while, an Oort comet falls 
into the inner solar system.  These 
rare visitors are interesting to 
science because they represent  a 
sample of conditions as they were in 
the earliest stages of formation of the 
solar system. 

 

More about the Oort Cloud: 
http://www.windows.umich.edu/cgi-bin/
tour_def/comets/Oort_cloud.html 
http://zebu.uoregon.edu/~js/glossary/oort_cloud.
html 
http://www.amsci.org/amsci/issues/sciobs97/
cloud.html 
http://www-hpcc.astro.washington.edu/mirrors/
nineplanets/kboc.html 
 

Another Cool Fact about comets: 
http://features.LearningKingdom.com/fact/
archive/1999/02/08.html 
 
Comet is a Cool Word: 
http://features.LearningKingdom.com/word/ 
archive/1999/02/08.html 

������������	
�

What are the 
most common 
objects in the 
Solar System? 

����������	
�����

Below:  Saturn photographed by Glenn Graham on January 16, 
2001.  5 photos taken with a 12" LX200 and a 3x barlow.   A 
MaxIm/DL was used to combine and stack the images and to do 
some light processing.   
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How to Make a Mirror — Part 3 
By Ron Forrester   -  rjf@skyhackers.org  

Let’s start out with a little preventative maintenance. As 
rough grinding progresses, we slowly wear down the 
bevel we carefully made on the tool and mirror. It is very 
important to keep this bevel maintained through rough 
and fine grinding, as it greatly reduces the possibility of 
chipping the edge of the tool and/or mirror. So take a 
moment now to go back over the edges with the diamond 
hone and get that nice 1/16” bevel back. 

At this point you should be right around 80% of your 
desired sagitta, which means you are ready to move on to 
the next step, which involves a new stroke. This new 
stroke is often called the “W Stroke”, since the center of  
the mirror traces out an extended W across the tool. See 
figure 1. Note that we are still using the 80 grit through 
this next stage.   

The length forward/backward stroke should be around 1/3 
of the diameter (D) of the mirror. For the side to side 
distance, 1/6D to 1/8D is best. These distances indicate 
how far the center of the mirror should travel from the 
center of the tool. So with our 8” mirror, 1/3D would be 
about 2.5” back and forth, and 1” to 1.3” side to 
side. 

However, from this point on, a randomness to your 
stroke becomes very important. The law of 
averages will be on your side helping you achieve 
the spherical surface if you include randomness in 
your stroke. This is counterintuitive to many people 
(it was to me) who think that achieving the perfect 
mirror consists of a set of very precise movements. 
It’s quite the opposite. Without a randomness in your 
stroke during finish rough and fine grinding, you have no 
hope of getting to a nice sphere.   

Fortunately, humans are anything but perfect, so it turns 
out to be pretty easy to get the randomness necessary: 

¾ Don’t count strokes. You want between 10 and 15 
(one stroke is once forward then back). Vary it 
within that range. 

¾ Vary the length of the stroke in both directions, 
sometimes moving 1/3D, sometimes less, 
sometimes more. I tend to vary between 1/4D and 
1/2D,  but I only occasionally go to the extremes – 
perhaps one in 15 strokes I will hit 1/4D or 1/2D, 
with the rest being randomly distributed between. 
It’s easier than it sounds,  just ‘listen’ for any 
regularity in your stroke and work to remove it. 

¾ By the same token, vary by small amounts how 

far from side to side you move. 

Just as with the initial rough stroke we used, after the 10-
15 strokes we want to turn the mirror slightly, then walk 
around the stand in the opposite direction (superstition, 
but hey, it works), and resume the stroke. It is also 
important to vary how far you turn the mirror and how far 
you walk around the stand. I usually vary between 1/6 and 
¼ of the circumference. Just make sure you vary it. 

Continue with the same ‘wet’ strategy we used in initial 
rough grinding. As you hear/see the grit begin to lose it’s 
bite, sprinkle some more on and add a little water from 
the spray bottle. Use a reasonable amount of pressure 
during these wets, but perhaps not quite as much as 
during the initial rough grinding. 

What we are doing at this point is broadening the 
depression we made in the mirror during initial rough 
grinding. If you took a close look at the mirror after 
reaching your 80% sagitta point, you saw that the center 
of the mirror was much more worn than the outside. At 
this point we are causing that depression to work it’s way 
all the way out to the edge of the mirror. Conversely, the 

tool was worn much more on the edge, and we are 
now slowly grinding away the center. This will 
slowly work the two pieces of glass into very 
nearly opposite shapes. Be sure and keep an eye 
on your bevel, stopping every 5-10 wets to renew 
it if necessary. I cannot stress this enough – you 
don’t want to chip the edge of your mirror. 
Although it makes little difference (assuming it’s 
small) in how the mirror will perform in the end, it 
will never-the-less take years off your life (grin). 

What you are looking for at this point is for the mirror to 
become completely and uniformly ground across the 
entire surface, all the way out to where the bevel starts. If 
you look at the surface with a good magnifying glass, you 
will notice numerous tiny pits across the entire mirror 
face. At 80 grit you will find quite a variation in the size 
of the pits, but you want a good average. With the face of 
the mirror dry, the gray frosted color should be 
completely uniform when holding the mirror at arms 
length. If you find unusually large pits, or large variations 
in the color of the mirror face, continue with rough 
grinding. It’s better to do a little too much than not 
enough. 

During this stage you may want to measure your sagitta to           
check your progress. If you overshoot your sagitta, or feel 

                                                    (Continued on Page 4) 

Figure 1 
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BOARD 
MEETING 
MINUTES 
Ron Forrester 
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FOR SALE:  Pelican Case model 1550 
with dividers, perfect condition. 
Carry- on size.  Inside Dimensions: 
19x14x8 inches, $90.  Reply to:  Greg 
Babcock  at  gregb@iccom.com 
 
FOR SALE:  Celestron 102HD. In 
excellent condition plus Meade Barlow 
Lense.  Asking $575.00 and would 
consider a trade for spotting scope of 
equal quality.  Dennis Hucke Home: 
503-492-2361  Cell: 503-799-7520, 
Email Work: dennish@cleanpak.com  
Email Home: dennish@integrityonline.
com 
 
FOR SALE:  Meade Pictor 216xt CCD 
camera.  Asking $500 ($695 new) with all 
the original pieces and box. So, if you have 
wanted to try CCD imaging and 
autoguiding, and you want 16 bit 
images so you can learn some image 
processing—call.  Glenn Graham (503) 
579-1141 or sueandglenn@msn.com 

 

Telescope Making, Kids (YRCA), 
Solar, Sidewalk Astronomy, 
Computer, Planetary/Lunar, Double 
Stars. Some of these are past SIGs, 
and not currently active. 
 
Library – J. Keiski:  Jan reports 
library status as nominal. 
 
IDA – B.  McGown:  Bob reports we 
are losing the battle to mercury vapor 
lamps in the suburbs – adding 
switches to them so they can be 
turned off would be of great help. He 
will be doing a slideshow @ 
Clackamas on light pollution 
problems. 
 
YRCA:  January (SIG) meeting will 
include a table for the YRCA. The 
new plan of involving the YRCA 
members in activity during the 
general meeting will be put to trial in 
subsequent meetings. 
 
Community Affairs – N. Trost:  
Slides are due to come in for 
Candaces program.   
 
OMSI Liaison – Holiday party went 
well, estimated attendance of 100. 
 
Web – D. Murray: Will update the 
calendar (star parties) and list of 
offices when information is final. 
 
Phone Line:  January 1-15: Norm 
Trost.  January 16-31:  Matt 
Brewster. Feb. 1-15: Dareth. Feb. 15-
28: Bob McGown. 
 
Still searching for a Media Director. 
Officers should keep notes on what 
the job entails, tips, etc, for those 
who follow in their footsteps. 
 
According to By-Laws, we need 
three filled Director positions on the 
Board. We need to visit this and 
make sure we are compliant. Next 
meeting will involve the Director 
issue, as well as reviewing the 
Articles and 501C3 requirements. 

Board Meeting of the Rose City 
Astronomers, Monday, January 8, 
2001 
 
Present:  Norm Trost, Bob McGown,, 
Matt Brewster, Peter Abrahams, Jim 
Girard, Ron Forrester, Scott Turner, 
Jan Keiski, Carol Huston, Sameer 
Ruiwale, Vern Weiss, Dareth Murray, 
Scott Fitzpatrick 
 

Treasurer Report – V. Weiss:  The 
subscription checks (Approximately 
$300) never arrived.  RCA has 
approximately $14,964 in the bank. 
 

Programs – M. Brewster:  January's 
meeting on SIGs is a go. Beverly 
Lynds is set to speak at the February 
meeting on Career’s in Astronomy. 
Candace is booked for March to 
discuss the Messier planetarium 
program. Jim Girard will do April on 
CCD Imaging. 
 

Star Parties – S. Turner:  Scott 
brought the final 2001 Star Party 
schedule (looks great!).  May 26th is 
set for the joint star party with RCA 
and clubs in Salem and Eugene, initial 
location is Pine Mtn. 
 

Membership -- C. Huston:  RCA has 
357 member families as of January, 
2001. 
 

New Members -- C. Huston:  We 
talked about making more clear that 
the general meetings start at 7:30pm, 
but doors open at 7pm. Dareth to 
update the web, any new tri-folds or 
business cards will reflect this as well. 
 
Sales – S. Ruiwale: Contacted a local 
supplier of Lens Pens, and will get an 
initial shipment to sell at the general 
meetings. 
SIGs – S. Fitzpatrick: Provided a list 
of known (and rumored) SIGs: 
weather, deepsky, imaging, Amateur 

 
 
WANTED: 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER! 

 

Let’s put more photos in the RCA 
newsletter.  If you have a digital 
camera and attend many of the 
RCA functions, consider offering to 
take photos for the Gazette.  It 
would be nice to have photos of 
speakers at General Meetings, star 
party memories, etc.  Email 
Candace at candace@europa.com 
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February______________________________________________ 
Feb. 3      Sat.        TM Workshop                    Tech. Marine Srvc. 10:30 AM 
Feb..5      Mon.     Board Meeting                          OMSI Parker 7:00 PM 
Feb. 10    Sat.        TM Workshop                    Tech. Marine Srvc. 10:30 AM 
Feb. 19    Mon.     Young/Jr./Elem. YRCA           OMSI Audi.     6:30 PM 
Feb. 19    Mon.     General Meeting                     OMSI              7:30 PM 
Feb. 21    Weds.    TM Workshop                     Tech. Marine Srvc. 6:00 PM 
Feb. 22    Thur.     Cosmology SIG                        PSU                 7:00 PM 
Feb. 28    Weds.    Weather SIG                             Colonial Office 7:00 PM 
 
March_________________________________________________ 
Mar. 5     Mon.     Board Meeting                          OMSI Parker   7:00 PM 
Mar. 10   Sat.        TM Workshop                   Tech. Marine Srvc.  10:30 AM 
Mar. 14   Weds.    TM Workshop                   Tech. Marine Srvc.    6:00 PM 
Mar. 17   Sat.        Vernal Equinox Star Party        OMSI                 Dusk 
Mar. 19.  Mon.     Young/Jr./Elem. YRCA           OMSI Audi.       6:30 PM 
Mar. 19   Mon.     General Meeting                     OMSI                7:30 PM 
Mar. 21   Weds.    TM Workshop                   Tech. Marine Srvc.    6:00 PM 
Mar. 23-25            Kah-nee-ta Star Party               Warm Springs, Oregon 
Mar. 28   Weds.    Weather SIG                             Colonial Office   7:00 PM 
 

The RCA General Meeting falls on the third Monday of each month.  We usually meet 
in the Auditorium at OMSI, next to the Murdock Planetarium.  Occasionally the 
meeting is held in Murdock Planetarium.  Check here each month for details, or look 
us up at the RCA web site (http://www.rca-omsi.org/rca/index.htm). 
 
OMSI Parker Room is on the Mezzanine level.  Go into the main lobby, past the tur-
bine to the elevators at the end of the turbine hall.  Take the elevators to the “Parker 
Room”, which is marked on the elevator.   The monthly Board Meeting is held there.   
 
The Weather SIG address is:  Colonial Office Complex, 10175 SW Barbur Blvd, Suite 
100-BB, Portland.  From downtown, go south on I-5 to the Barbur Blvd. Exit.  Cross 
back over I-5 and the Complex will be on your left. 
 
 RCA CLUB INFORMATION 

Message Line: (503) 255-2016 
Web Site: http://www.rca-omsi.org/rca/ 
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